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Church of St Mary, 
North Petherton
Parish, County of 

Somerset, England



• BONHAM/BONUM SAMS, II

• Born 1663 Somerset, England

• 1681 married Enstis Blake, Niece of 
Captain Benjamin Blake

• Moved to Charles Towne,  SC

• Died after 1716 in USA





William Sams
(1741-1798) & 
Elizabeth Hext
(1746-1813)

Robert William

John Sams
(1769~1834) &

Catherine DeVeaux
(~1776-?)

William Sams & 
Sarah Reynolds

William (1827-?)

Catherine DeVeaux (1830-
1911)

Sarah Reynolds (1834-1915)

Henrietta Reynolds (1836-
1897)

John Hanahan (1839-1924)

Mikell Seabrook (1847-1913)

Plus 2

Francis Lewis Reeve

Berners Barnwell Sams
(1787-1855) & 

Martha Edwards 
(1799-1857)

Adelaide Arianna Sams
Hallonquist (1832-1909) 

Sarah Stanyarne Sams Sams
(1840-1902) 

Plus 13! 

Edward Sams
(1790~1845) & 

Sarah Emily Fripp
(1794-1837)

• 1820s
• Duval Cty, FL

• 1870s
• Brevard Cty, FL

These eight SAMS 
descendants of William & 
Elizabeth were born in SC
and settled in FL.



General Stephen’s Brigade
Beaufort, SC

Evening of Dec 5, 1861



South 
Carolina 

to 
Florida

Wadmalaw
Island, SC

Merritt 
Island, FL



Mikell Seabrook Sams 1847 – 1913



Sarah-Jane-
Bembry-Sams 
1860-1897



Three LaRoche brothers walk from South 
Carolina to Florida with M. Seabrook Sams

Richard Jenkins 
LaRoche 

(1851-1935)

John Julius 
LaRoche 

(1854-1942

Benjamin Bailey 
LaRoche 

(1855-1946)



William Sams
(1741-1798) & 
Elizabeth Hext
(1746-1813)

Robert William

John Sams
(1769~1834) &

Catherine DeVeaux
(~1776-?)

William Sams & 
Sarah Reynolds

William (1827-?)

Catherine DeVeaux (1830-
1911)

Sarah Reynolds (1834-1915)

Henrietta Reynolds (1836-
1897)

John Hanahan (1839-1924)

M.  Seabrook (1847-1913)

Plus 2

Francis Lewis Reeve

Berners Barnwell Sams
(1787-1855) & 

Martha Edwards 
(1799-1857)

Adelaide Arianna Sams
Hallonquist (1832-1909) 

Sarah Stanyarne Sams Sams
(1840-1902) 

Plus 13 

Edward Sams
(1790~1845) & 

Sarah Emily Fripp
(1794-1837)

James LaRoche 
(1823-1899)

Mary Olivia 
Bailey (1828-

1869)

Richard Jenkins
(1851-1935)

John Julius 
(1854-1942)

Benjamin Bailey
(1855-1946)

Plus 9The four hikers.

1st wife

2nd wife



LaRoche Brothers & 
Hikers



Mikell Seabrook Sams
1847-1913



John Hanahan Sams 1839-1924



Sarah Stanyarne Sams Sams 1840-1902





Brevard 
County, FL



Annual 
Pioneer Day







Tommy Lee Sams 1883-1960 
and Amanda Clarity Sams



Fanny Sams Bell 
1890-1920





Sams Historic Homestead





Many served in the 
Civil War





With 
‘cousin’ 

Joe





St. Luke's Episcopal Church on 
Merritt Island, FL

Photo by Ben Prepelka



Frank Sams & 
Zelia Sheldon 
Sams


