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« BONHAM/BONUM SAMS, I
« Born 1663 Somerset, England

1681 married Enstis Blake, Niece of
Captain Benjamin Blake

« Moved to Charles Towne, SC
 Died after 1716 in USA







William Sams

(1741-1798) &

Elizabeth Hext
(1746-1813)

John Sams
(1769~1834) & .
Catherine DeVeaux frandis
(~1776-?)

William

William Sams &
Sarah Reynolds

William (1827-?)

Catherine DeVeaux (1830-
1911)

Sarah Reynolds (1834-1915)

.
Henrietta Reynolds (1836-
1897)

John Hanahan (1839-1924)

Mikell Seabrook (1847-1913)

Lewis Reeve

* Brevard Cty, FL

Berners Barnwell Sams Edward Sams
(1787-1855) & (1790~1845) &
Martha Edwards Sarah Emily Fripp

(1799-1857) (1794-1837)

Adelaide Arianna Sams
Hallonquist (1832-1909)

Sarah Stanyarne Sams Sams
(1840-1902)

— Plus 13!

These eight SAMS
descendants of William &

Elizabeth were born in SC
and settled in FL.




General Stephen’s Brigade
Beaufort, SC
Evening of Dec 5, 1861
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Mikell Seabrook Sams 1847 — 1913




Sarah-Jane-
Bembry-Sams

1860-1897/
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Three LaRoche brothers walk from '}South

Richard Jenkins
LaRoche

(1851-1935)

J

John Julius
LaRoche

(1854-1942

J

Carolina to Florida with M. Seabrook Sams

Benjamin Bailey
LaRoche

(1855-1946)

J




William Sams

(1741-1798) &

Elizabeth Hext
(1746-1813)

John Sams Berners Barnwell Sams Edward Sams

Wil (1769~1834) & - N (1787-1855) & (1790~1845) &
iam Catherine DeVeaux fands EWIS RECVE Martha Edwards Sarah Emily Fripp

(~1776-2) (1799-1857) (1794-1837)

William Sams & Adelaide Arianna Sams
Sarah Reynolds Hallonquist (1832-1909)

Sarah Stanyarne Sams Sams

William (1827-?) (1840-1902)

Catherine DeVeaux (1830-
1911) — Plus 13

Sarah Reynolds (1834-1915)

Henrietta Reynolds (1836-
1897)

1+t wife
Mary Olivia

Bailey (1828-

1869)

John Hanahan (1839-1924)

James LaRoche
(1823-1899)

M. Seabrook (1847-1913) ]

Richard Jenkins John Julius Benjamin Bailey
(1851-1935) (1854-1942) (1855-1946)

Plus 9

The four hikers.




7 walked
brom Wadmala fstand

20 Flopida eith

LaRoche Brothers &
Hikers




Mikell Seabrook Sams
1847-1913




John Hanahan Sams 1839-1924




Sarah Stanyarne Sams Sams 1840-1902

5 ital No. 10, :
upederal Hospita B
for colored Union rooRZ -




Sarah Samis,

daughter of B.B. Sams, lived y
here until Union troops . 4

commandeered her
home for a hospital
during the Civil War.
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American abolitionist Harrlet T“bman
served as a nurse in this federal hospital, formerly
the home of slave owner B.B. Sams. Tubman estab-

lished the underground railroad; r‘escumg scores of
slaves with her personal sacnflce?. . J/,%,!W/;(,
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Annual

Pioneer Day
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and the Pine Island Preservation Society, )
in partnership with Brevard County’s Envir Ily End d Lands Program,

proudly present the

8" 1innual Pioneer Pay

Saturday, February 9", 2019 ¢ 10 am - 4 pm
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Sams House/Pine Island Conservation Area

www.mipioneerday.com e FB: Merritt Island Pioneer Da

St. Luke’s Events
5555 N. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island ¢ (321) 452-5260
-l .
Guided Cemetery Tours:
A 10:15 am An Archaeologist’s Perspective with Molly Thomas

11:30 am Founding Families
2:30 pm Through The Ages

© Cemetery Stroll: Meet historic figures found in this early Merritt Island Cemetery

Featured Presentations: 1230 pm =200 om
11:00 am St. Luke’s Chapel: A Gem of Carpenter Gothic Architecture (in the 1888 Chapel)
2:00 pm Rebuilt and Remade: Florida Citrus in the Early 20th Century (in the Church)

Know Your Treasures:
Bring an item or a picture and have an expert explain your treasure at 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Pioneer Music in the Chapel at Noon ¢ Homemade Soups $5
use/Pine Island Events
6195 N. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island » (321) 449-4720
Florida Living History Demonstrations ¢ Guided Trail Hikes
Live music: Celery City String Band, Chris Kahl, Pine Trio & Boylston Fish
Exhibitors: History, Nature, Wildlife, Anthropology, & Archaeology
Crafts Fair & Farmer’s Market ¢ Children’s Games & Crafts

FREE Admission ¢ 1 Suggested Donation for Parking
FREE Shuttle Service Between Venues
AP A P
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1888 Sams House Tours ® Pioneer “Parade” at 11 am © Food Trucks
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Tommy Lee Sams 1883-1960
and Amanda Clarity Sams




Fanny Sams Bell
1890-1920
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Sams Historic Homestead

Dear Siror Ms,,

1 have been advised about the possibility of restoring the Sams Homestead a1 Courtency on North Merritt
Island, Florida. This is one of the oldest surviving homes of the carliest settlers on North Merist Island and is
over 100 years old. The fact that this humble wooden building still stands is a testament to the native
materials from which it was built but beyond that it represents the hardiness and determination of the Sams.
family, who built it. A Sams relative has lived in it continuously until recent years when it became part of an
Environmentally Endangered Lands tract.

Mdmhﬂdmm“mlnhhnﬂlﬂmhwlxmhwlm‘:.ﬂmwwhm
mmmmmmmwmdﬂcunmnu.mmmumum
The LaRoche families and Sams families, wh were pot able to grow what they had hoped to on
John's Estand at Vero Beach and decided to resettie on Merritt’s Island. Eventually they buillt the first sawmill
oa that part of the Island and milled Merritt Island Mabogany (native pine) for themselves and others. The
home had additions as was needed and was “modemized™ several times but it is my hope as well as that of my
other LaRoche-Sams family members, that the home be restored 1 its original state as nearly as historically
possible. lmwwmummmunduﬁmmdwmum
&.(JM‘IFMMMI&W“&MWO‘MMM

“The North Island has became well popuilsted sow and more accessible than ever which would be a plus if the
wwuwuduammmwmmmmw«mnmm
eraand area. Because this site is 50 close to the Kennedy Space Center, which is already a visitor destination,
it would be wonderfial to provide access to this peoperty 5o that the public may see 8 homeplace that is still
“OMd Florida™. I'm sure they would find the contrast amazing, given today’s scal advances

When you consider that these carly families began the sgriculture that still survives today, Indisn River
mmmunmm:umwm»-:mw-w.m.
pm,wwmuudmmnumwmummww-
myinmww—mnmnmw.mmummo«mws
-a«wbeum.nnmmmmmmmuwmwmkiwmmml
of survival be restored and used as an example of | historic preservation.

As chairman of the Brevard Heritage Council, Inc. a countywide organization that sapports historic
mauﬁmlwgmwmhmﬁnwhmmﬂymim‘mm
in Brevard and on Mermitt Island, is not Jost &s others have been This is not just a family concern, but also &
commumnity concern.
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Brevard’s Oldest Home

Built by John H. Sams in 1875, this i§
believed to be the oldest standing home
in Brevard County. Originally built in
Eau Gallie, the house was taken apatt,
floated up the Indian River Lagoon, and
reassembled on this site in 1878. In 1880,
ten family members (4 adulis and 6
children) lived in this 600 square foot cabin!

The cabin has been restored as one room,

put was originally divided into three spaces.

It was also used as a school and for church
services prior to the construction oi the

area’s first schoolhouse in 1883 and
¢t Tuke’s Church in 1889.

John Sams and his granddaughter Celestina on the

cabin steps in 1910 .



Many served in the

Civil War







| | - ‘cousin’
: o Joe

~ John H. Sams built this 1888 home in the classic Florida vernacular style to accommodate
owing family. He had a wife and 8 children. some of whom were grown and living
eir own at the time this house was built. His older brother and sister also lived
) the Family.

uare feet, the home features two
lownstairs, a family room, and an
holds three bedrooms and

ite kitchen was located

)
s no indoor plumbing







St. Luke's Episcopal Church on
Merritt Island, FL

Photo by Ben Prepelka




Frank Sams &
/elia Sheldon

Sams




