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E. Statement of Historic Contexts
Discuss eadt1Arsto'ric-icontext listed in Section B.

The sea i s l a n d s  o f  South Caro l i na ,  f r o m  Pawleys I s l a n d  i n  t h e  n o r t h
to Daufuskie I s l a n d  i n  t h e  sou th ,  a r e  r i c h  i n  n a t u r a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and
h i s t o r i c  resources.  O n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t hese ,  S t .  Helena I s l a n d ,  has
one o f  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  most d i v e r s e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  s u r v i v i n g
h i s t o r i c  and c u l t u r a l  resources i n  t he  South Caro l i na  lowcount ry.
Although many p h y s i c a l  evidences o f  S t .  He lena ' s  h i s t o r y  have
disappeared due t o  bo th  t h e  passage o f  t i m e  and modern development
along t h e  c o a s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  many resources which  he lp  t o  i l l u s t r a t e
the growth and development o f  S t .  Helena I s l a n d  f rom c .  1740 t o  c .  1935.
These e x t a n t  resources i n c l u d e  a rchaeo log ica l  s i t e s ,  t a b b y  r u i n s ,
p l an ta t i on  houses and o t h e r  res idences,  commercial  b u i l d i n g s ,  p r a i s e
houses, and m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  D u e  t o  S t .  He lena 's  prominent
ro le  i n  t he  educa t i ona l ,  s o c i a l ,  and economic development o f  b lacks
emancipated du r i ng  t h e  C i v i l  War and t o  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  r e l a t i v e  i s o l a t i o n
u n t i l  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y,  i t s  h i s t o r i c  resources a r e  un ique.  T h e
most i n t a c t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  and f e a t u r e s  a r e  inc luded  i n  t h i s  m u l t i p l e
proper ty  submission.

Add i t i ona l  I n f o rma t i on

St.  Helena I s l a n d  was d iscovered i n  1521 and named Santa Elena by
a Spanish exped i t i on  which was t h e  f i r s t  European exped i t i on  t o  reach
what i s  now South Caro l i na .  I n  1562 a  French exped i t i on  explored t h e
area and c la imed i t ,  c a l l i n g  t h e  genera l  v i c i n i t y  Por te  Roya l l e .  T h e
Yemassee I nd i ans  r e s i s t e d  t h e  Spanish b u t  a ided  t h e  French; b o t h  t h e
Spanish and French e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  permanent se t t lements  were
u l t i m a t e l y  unsuccessfu l .  O n l y  a f t e r  t h e  E n g l i s h  exped i t i on  under
Wi l l iam H i l t o n  i n  1663 d i d  a  l a s t i n g  European co lony  s u r v i v e  on  t h e
is land ,  though t h e  Eng l i sh  encountered oppos i t i on  f rom t h e  Spanish f o r
the remainder o f  t h e  seventeenth c e n t u r y.  I t  was t h e  Eng l i sh  who t o o k
the Spanish and French names f o r  t h e  area  and adapted them t o  become
St. Helena I s l a n d  and P o r t  Roya l . (1 )

The town o f  Beaufor t  was es tab l i shed  i n  1711, and S t .  He lena 's
Parish was c rea ted  i n  1712 b y  t h e  General Assembly, wh ich  noted t h a t
"severa l  persons a r e  s e t t l e d  t o  t h e  southward o f  C o l l e t o n  County on Por t
Royal I s l a n d ,  S t .  Helena I s l a n d ,  and  seve ra l  ad jacent  i s l a n d s . " ( 2 )  O n l y
a f t e r  t h e  a b o r t i v e  Yemassee War o f  1715, i n  which t h e  b i t t e r  Yemassees
v i r t u a l l y  dest royed t h e  e n t i r e  Eng l i sh  co lony  i n  Caro l i na ,  was t h e
eventual success o f  t h e  se t t l emen t  on  S t .  Helena I s l a n d  assured.  O n e
of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  on t h e  i s l a n d  was t h e  Ang l i can
church, wh ich  es tab l i shed  a  chapel  o f  ease t h e r e  f o r  t h e  S t .  Helena
Parish church i n  Beaufo r t .  T h e  chapel  served as  b o t h  a  r e l i g i o u s
and a  s o c i a l  c e n t e r  on S t .  Helena i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  e r a .  I n  economic
respects t h e  growth and e a r l y  development o f  t h e  i s l a n d  up t o  t h e
American Revo lu t ion  was a  s low  process.  E a r l y  products  i nc luded  nava l
s tores,  such as  t a r ,  p i t c h ,  and lumber ;  subs is tence  c rops ;  and
l i v e s t o c k .  I n d i g o  became a  s t a p l e  c rop b y  1750 and was p r o f i t a b l e

x See continuation sheet
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u n t i l  t h e  Revo lu t ion .  R i c e ,  wh ich  was so  success fu l  elsewhere i n  t h e
South Caro l i na  lowcount ry,  was n o t  grown i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  amounts on  S t .
Helena due t o  a  l a c k  o f  adequate f r e s h  w a t e r. ( 3 )

The i s l a n d ,  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  due t o  i t s  i s o l a t i o n ,  d i d  n o t  s u f f e r  as
much as  o t h e r  lowcount ry  areas d u r i n g  t h e  American Revo lu t ion .  The
i s l a n d ' s  p l a n t e r s ,  however,  l o s t  t h e i r  wea l th  when t h e  war  ended t h e
B r i t i s h  bounty on  i n d i g o .  W i t h i n  t e n  years ,  a  new crop was developed
which rep laced i n d i g o  and surpassed i t  i n  bo th  i t s  economic and
a g r i c u l t u r a l  success. S e a  i s l a n d  c o t t o n ,  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l ong  s t a p l e
s t r a i n ,  had f i r s t  b e e n  success fu l  on  t h e  Georgia coas t  and was
introduced t o  South Caro l i na  i n  t h e  1790s. B o t h  c o t t o n  and s l a v e r y
f l ou r i shed  o n  S t .  Helena b y  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  n ine teen th  c e n t u r y. ( 4 )

Sea i s l a n d  c o t t o n  was a  c rop  which demanded c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n ;  t h e
season f rom p l a n t i n g  t o  processing cou ld  t a k e  as  l o n g  as  e igh teen
months. I t  was t y p i c a l l y  p lan ted  i n  l a t e  March o r  e a r l y  A p r i l ,  i n
f i e l d s  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  squares.  T h e  l i g h t  brown o r  y e l l o w  sandy s o i l
of  t h e  coas t  was t h e  i d e a l  s o i l  f o r  sea i s l a n d  c o t t o n .  O v e r  t h e  nex t
few months t h e  p l a n t s  were g r a d u a l l y  t h inned  o u t ,  s o  t h a t  b y  June o n l y
the s t ronges t  p l a n t s  remained i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  T h e  c o t t o n  was p icked
soon a f t e r  i t  had bloomed, was s o r t e d ,  and sen t  t o  t h e  g i n .  I t  has been
estimated t h a t  t h e  p roduc t ion  o f  one t h r e e -hundred-pound b a l e  o f  c o t t o n
required 1500 pounds o f  seed c o t t o n  and two months' l a b o r .  P r o d u c t i o n
of sea i s l a n d  c o t t o n  i n  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes ,  a l l  o f  which was shipped t o
England, i nc reased  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  yea rs ,  f r o m  t e n  thousand
pounds i n  1790 t o  e i g h t  and a  h a l f  m i l l i o n  pounds i n  1801. T h e  p r i c e
f o r  sea i s l a n d  c o t t o n  grew a t  a  r a t e  f a r  b e t t e r  t han  t h e  p r i c e  f o r
upland c o t t o n ,  i n  some ins tances  b y  seve ra l  cen ts  a  pound.(5)

S lavery 's  growth on t h e  i s l a n d  was j u s t  a s  no tab le .  O v e r  e i g h t y
per cen t  o f  t h e  popu la t i on  o f  Beaufor t  D i s t r i c t  was s l a v e  b y  1790, and
the percentage on  S t .  Helena i t s e l f  was s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r.  T h e  percentage
remained h ighe r  t h a n  t h a t  l e v e l  u n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  War. T h o u g h  t h e r e  were
r e l a t i v e l y  few  p l a n t e r s  on  t h e  i s l a n d ,  and t h e  average number o f  s l aves
was some f i f t y  s l a v e s  each,  most  p l a n t e r s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  -  some e i g h t y
percent -  owned fewer  t han  f i f t y  s l a v e s .  A s  a  l a r g e  work f o r c e  was
required t o  p l a n t ,  h a r v e s t ,  and process sea i s l a n d  c o t t o n ,  t h e  number
of  p l a n t e r s  who cou ld  p r o f i t a b l y  g row  i t  was a  sma l l  one.

The boom i n  sea i s l a n d  c o t t o n  was spec tacu la r,  b u t  s h o r t - l i v e d .
Planters made t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  i n  f i v e  o r  t e n  yea rs '  t i m e ,  when p r i c e s
were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  t han  p r i c e s  f o r  t h e  bes t  up land c o t t o n .
Although p r i c e s  f e l l  and rose  seve ra l  t imes ,  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  recovered
and i n  1818 reached t h e i r  peak o f  s e v e n t y - f i v e  c e n t s  a  pound. S u c h
fam i l i e s  as  t h e  F r i p p s ,  C o f f i n s ,  Sams, and  Chapl ins earned g rea t
p r o f i t s ,  i n c reased  l a n d  and s l ave  ho ld i ngs ,  and b u i l t  l a r g e  res idences



WISIf tmUMW4 M M A p p r o v a l f t . 1 0 0 4 1 W M
P. M

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section number  E   Page  3

in t h i s  period.  B y  1822, however, t h e  pr ice  f o r  cotton had dropped t o
th i r ty  cents a  pound, where i t  remained f o r  most o f  the  antebellum
era.

Planters on S t .  Helena attempted t o  adjust t o  these circumstances
in a  number o f  ways. Since land was both one o f  the  most valuable and
most scarce commodities on the is land,  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  expand the  acreage
they grew i n  cotton,  which most o f ten  resulted i n  plant ing on i n f e r i o r
land and producing poor q u a l i t y  cotton.  O t h e r  crops such as corn and
potatoes,which were o r i g i n a l l y  grown only t o  supplement cotton,were
gradually being grown as subsistence crops. T h e  is land 's  planters
formed the  S t .  Helena Agr icu l tura l  Society i n  the  1820s i n  response t o
the agr icu l tu ra l  depression, b u t  t h e i r  meetings soon became soc ia l
gatherings i n  which discussions centered around p o l i t i c s  as much as
they d id  around agr icu l ture .  A n  increase i n  prices improved conditions
somewhat i n  the  1840s, though i n  t h e i r  eagerness t o  make p r o f i t s  t h e
planters simply grew more cotton,  t o  the  exclusion o f  a l l  other  crops.
By the  outbreak o f  the  C i v i l  War the  pr ice  was s i x t y  cents a  pound
and the  cotton crop o f  1860 was one o f  the  most successful crops ever
produced on the  sea is lands . (6 )

Many planters and t h e i r  fami l ies  v i r t u a l l y  evacuated t h e i r
plantations during the  summer months and moved t o  S t .  He lenav i l l e ,  a
small v i l l a g e  i n  a  pine fo res t  a t  t h e  northeast end o f  the  is land;  some
of them moved t o  l a rge  residences i n  Beaufort.  I t  was widely believed
that l i v i n g  on the  plantat ions was dangerous i n  the  heat ,  and most
planters who l e f t  i n  A p r i l  o r  May remained away u n t i l  October
or November. M o s t  p lanters  on the  is land ,  i n  contrast t o  r i c e  planters
further in land,  v i s i t e d  t h e i r  f i e l d s  f requent ly  during the  growing
season.

Slave l i f e  on S t .  Helena Is land from 1790 t o  1860, though much l i k e
slave l i f e  i n  other areas o f  t h e  South Carolina lowcountry, was shaped
by the  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  is land and by the  unusual requirements o f
producing a  successful crop. M o s t  slaves on the  is land never went t o
Beaufort, which was a  t r i p  o f  several  hours by wagon and by rowboat.
They t y p i c a l l y  l i v e d  out t h e i r  l i v e s  on t h e i r  home plantat ions unless
they married a  slave from another p lantat ion and v i s i t e d  there .  A s  a
resul t ,  S t .  Helena slaves,  w i t h  less  exposure t o  whites and t h e i r
customs, re ta ined more o f  t h e i r  own language and cul ture  than d id  most
upcountry slaves. T h e  persistence o f  Gullah as a  d i a l e c t ,  f o r  example,
or o f  Af r ican f o l k  t a l es  a re  possible products o f  t h a t  i s o l a t i o n .  S e a
island cotton,  much l i k e  r i c e ,  required a  la rge  labor  force  which could
be taught the  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  growing process. W o r k  on the  plantat ions
was divided up i n t o  tasks; each f i e l d  hand was given a  task  o r  a
fract ion o f  a  task ,  usua l ly  nine o r  t e n  hours' hard work, t o  complete
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each day.  T h e  s laves  were u s u a l l y  under t h e  supe rv i s i on  o f  an  overseer,
t y p i c a l l y  young and w h i t e ,  though t h e r e  were a  few  b lack  overseers .  T h e
d r i v e r,  a  s l ave  appointed t o  super in tend t h e  c o t t o n  f i e l d s  and  t h e  f i e l d
hands, was o f t e n  a c t u a l l y  i n  charge o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n . ( 7 )

One o f  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e s  o n  s lave  l i f e  here  was
r e l i g i o n ,  wh ich  was i l l u s t r a t e d  by  t h e  development and use o f  p r a i s e
houses on  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s .  P r a i s e  houses were g e n e r a l l y  sma l l  f rame
houses, o f t e n  an e l d e r  s l a v e ' s  c a b i n ,  i n  which t h e  s laves  h e l d  meet ings,
worship se r v i ces ,  and  p r a i s e  se rv i ces .  T h e  se rv i ces  were t y p i f i e d  b y
s ing ing,  p r a y e r,  and t h e  " s h o u t , "  which was a  song accompanied b y
vigorous hand-c lapp ing  and dancing.  A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War,  many freedmen
b u i l t  p r a i s e  houses on  o r  near  t h e  o l d  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  i n  most ins tances
c a l l i n g  t h e i r  community by  t h e  name o f  t h e  fo rmer  p l a n t a t i o n .  M a n y  o f
the community names and some o f  t h e  p r a i s e  houses a r e  s t i l l  i n  use
today. (8)

The secession o f  South Ca ro l i na  and t h e  coming o f  war  permanently
changed t h e  f a c e  o f  S t .  Helena I s l a n d  and t h e  charac te r  o f  i t s  peop le .
In  November 1861 a  combined f o r c e  o f  Federa l  s o l d i e r s  and s a i l o r s
ar r i ved  i n  P o r t  Royal  Sound i n  t h e  l a r g e s t  f l e e t  y e t  assembled b y  t h e
United S ta tes  Navy. A f t e r  endur ing a  heavy bombardment f r om  t h e  Union
gunboats t h e  Confederates on  Eddings I s l a n d  and H i l t o n  Head I s l a n d
put up  a  minimal  r es i s tance  and r e t r e a t e d  toward Char les ton.  O n
November 7 t h  t h e  Federa ls  occupied t h e  P o r t  Royal  a rea ,  i n c l u d i n g  S t .
Helena I s l a n d ;  some 350 wh i tes  -  t h e  p l a n t e r s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  -
evacuated t h e  i s l a n d ,  l e a v i n g  ove r  two thousand s laves  beh ind .  T h e
slaves and t h e i r  descendants, r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  Union bombardment, o f t e n
ca l led  t h a t  day " t h e  B i g  Gun Shoo t " . (9 )

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  measures t aken  by  t h e  Federa l  government a f t e r
the capture  o f  P o r t  Royal  was t o  make p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  numbers
o f  b lacks  who remained on  t h e  i s l a n d s .  S i n c e  t h e i r  masters had
abandoned t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  t h e y  were no  l o n g e r  s l a v e ,  b u t  s i n c e  t h e r e
was as  y e t  no r e a l i s t i c  p l a n  f o r  emancipat ion,  t h e y  were s t i l l  n o t
qu i te  f r e e .  T h e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  was f o r  t h e  moment somewhere i n
between, c l a s s i f y i n g  t h e  b lacks  as  "con t rabands , "  t h e  s p o i l s  o f  war,
abandoned p r o p e r t y  which cou ld  be con f i sca ted  b y  t h e  Union a u t h o r i t i e s .
Since t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y,  i n c l u d i n g  p l a n t a t i o n s  and t h e i r  b l a c k
inhab i tan ts ,  came under  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Treasury  Department,
the department was t h e  e a r l y  l eade r  i n  what has been known as t h e  P o r t
Royal Experiment.  T h i s  exper iment was t h e  Federa l  government 's f i r s t
la rge-sca le  a t tempt  t o  h e l p  newly f r e e d  s laves  e s t a b l i s h  themselves as
f u l l  and p roduc t i ve  members o f  s o c i e t y.

Edward L .  P i e r c e ,  a  l awyer,  was appointed as  t h e  Treasury
Department's s p e c i a l  agent t o  superv ise  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and shipment o f
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the c o t t o n  c rop o f  1861 and a l s o  t o  dev ise  a  p l a n  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f
the b lacks .  P i e r c e  r e c r u i t e d  super in tendents  and teachers  f o r  t h e  P o r t
Royal Experiment -  super in tendents  t o  r e v i v e  and manage t h e  c o t t o n
p lan ta t ions  and teachers  t o  educate and t r a i n  t h e  b lacks  f o r  t h e i r  new
c i t i z e n s h i p .  W i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  newly es tab l i shed  benevolent  s o c i e t i e s
such as t h e  Educat ion Commission, t h e  Na t i ona l  Freedmen's R e l i e f
Assoc ia t ion,  and t h e  P o r t  Royal  R e l i e f  Assoc ia t i on ,  P i e r c e  brought  t h e
f i r s t  g r o u p  o f  super in tendents  and teachers  t o  P o r t  Royal  i n  t h e  s p r i n g
of  1862.(10)

The headquarters f o r  t h e  P o r t  Royal  Experiment was es tab l i shed
on S t .  Helena I s l a n d  a t  t h e  Oaks, t h e  fo rmer  p l a n t a t i o n  o f  J . J . T.  Pope.
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  P i e r c e ' s  o f f i c e ,  t h e  main house was a l s o  t h e  s i t e  o f  one
of t h e  f i r s t  s c h o o l s  f o r  b l acks ,  wh ich  was founded b y  Laura M. Towne
and E l l e n  Murray,  Nor thern  teachers  and a b o l i t i o n i s t s  f r om
Phi lade lph ia .  B y  t h e  f a l l  o f  1862 t h e  schoo l  had expanded cons iderab ly
and was moved t o  B r i c k  Church, n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  T h i s
school became t h e  nucleus f o r  what would be  Penn School ,  named by  t h e
Port Royal  R e l i e f  Assoc ia t i on  f o r  W i l l i am  Penn. T h e  f i r s t  s e p a r a t e
bu i ld ings  f o r  Penn School were p re fab r i ca ted  b u i l d i n g s ,  s e n t  t o  t h e
is land f r om t h e  Nor th  and cons t ruc ted  near  t h e  church . (11)

P ie rce 's  e f f o r t s  t o  r e v i v e  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s  and t h e  economy o f
the sea i s l a n d s  were hampered by  t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  Union c i v i l
and m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s .  C o n f u s i o n  re igned i n  t h e  e a r l y  months, a s
both b lacks  and wh i tes  ad jus ted  t o  an environment which was t r u l y
unique and un tes ted .  M o s t  o f  t h e  b lacks  grew subsistence c rops ,  b u t
were r e l u c t a n t  t o  grow c o t t o n ,  q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  assoc ia t i ng  c o t t o n
product ion w i t h  s l a v e r y ;  consequent ly  t h e  c o t t o n  c rop o f  1862 was a
major d isappointment .  T h o u g h  t h e y  were pa id  wages b y  t h e  government,
the money was s o  s low  i n  coming t h a t  many o f  them became susp ic ious
of t h e  new system and t h e  wh i tes  i n  charge o f  i t .  M a t t e r s  worsened
when m i l i t a r y  commanders ordered t h e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  and en l i s tmen t  o f  a l l
able-bodied b lacks  between e ighteen and f o r t y - f i v e  i n t o  t h e  Un i ted
States Army. A f t e r  P ie rce  and o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b l acks ,  p r o t e s t e d ,
the d r a f t  was reduced somewhat, and some S t .  Helena I s l a n d  b lacks
served f o r  t h r e e  months i n  t h e  1 s t  South Caro l ina  Vo lun teers .  T h e
blacks '  d i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  government, however,  was r e i n f o r c e d  when t h e
volunteers rece ived  no pay f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e .  W h e n  t h e  War Department
took over  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  experiment i n  June 1862 and
Br igad ie r  General  Rufus Saxton was p laced i n  command t h e  b l a c k s '
disappointment inc reased.

The i s l a n d ' s  popu la t i on  increased d r a m a t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  war
years. T h i s  inc rease  was n o t  o n l y  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  F e d e r a l



WSRomANOWit O W A p p r o v W f t . / 0 2 4 . 1 W M
(8-110)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number  E   Page  6

mi l i ta ry  presence, w i t h  i t s  numerous camps, b u t  as a  resu l t  o f  the
inf lux o f  other  sea is land ,  lowcountry, and other blacks who had
escaped t h e i r  home plantations and made t h e i r  way t o  the  is land .  S t .
Helena was, f o r  many blacks,  t h e  symbol o f  freedom -  o r  the  p o s s i b i l i t y
of i t  -  and they considered i t  a  sanctuary. M a n y  o f  them set t led  a t
St. He lenav i l l e ,  t h e  former p lan te r 's  v i l l a g e .  W i t h i n  a  year the
native black population o f  the  is land was outnumbered both by whites
and by blacks from other areas.(12)

St. Helena Is land blacks were among the  f i r s t  t o  o f f i c i a l l y
make the  t r a n s i t i o n  from contrabands t o  freedmen; they  d id  not  have t o
wait u n t i l  the  adoption o f  the  Thirteenth Amendment i n  1865. T h e
Emancipation Proclamation general ly applied only t o  areas s t i l l  i n
rebel l ion but outside Federal m i l i t a r y  contro l ,  and so was f o r  t h e  most
part a  symbolic ra ther  than a  tangible  a c t .  S l a v e s  w i th in
Federal l i n e s  i n  Vi rg in ia  and Louisiana, f o r  example, were excluded
from the  proclamation's provisions. T h e r e  was no such exclusion f o r
the South Carolina sea is lands,  however, and the  proclamation took
effect  there ,  enforced by the m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  author i t ies  associated
with the  Port  Royal Experiment. A  great  celebrat ion was held a t
General Saxton's headquarters near Beaufort on New Year 's  Day 1863;
Emancipation Day was celebrated on S t .  Helena every January 1s t  w e l l
into the  twent ieth century. (13)

One o f  the  most s ign i f i cant  r e s u l t s  o f  the  Port  Royal Experiment,
other than the emancipation o f  the  slaves,  was the  Federal government's
confiscation o f  land by f o r f e i t  and t h e  restructuring o f  society  which
i t  produced. I n  1862 Congress passed a  law requir ing owners o f  property
in "insurrectionary d i s t r i c t s "  t o  pay r e a l  esta te  taxes w i th in  s i x t y
days. S i n c e  the  planters had evacuated the  is lands,  and i n  most cases
were unaware t h a t  such a  law existed,  t h e y  f o r f e i t e d  t h e i r  land;  i t  was
sold by auction i n  the  spring o f  1863. S e v e r a l  Northerners associated
with the  management o f  the  plantat ions purchased them a t  g r e a t l y
reduced pr ices f o r  the  United States,  which then parceled them out t o
the m i l i t a r y,  t h e  superintendents, and the  freedmen. M a n y  blacks
rented land from the government and farmed i t  f o r  the  crop o f  1863; t h e
cotton crop was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e t t e r  than the previous year 's  crop. B y
1864 t h e i r  rents  were handled through the  superintendents. A l t h o u g h
they d id  not receive as much as they wanted, o r  i n  the  locations they
wanted, by  1865 a  s ign i f i can t  number o f  blacks on S t .  Helena had bought
thei r  own land and were farming i t .  L a n d  sales continued u n t i l  1870,
and by t h a t  t ime S t .  Helena Is land had become the  nucleus f o r  a  postwar
society o f  f r e e  black farmers who were a lso landowners and who had an
opportunity t o  become s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t . ( 1 4 )
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The ideal ism o f  the  Port  Royal Experiment, however, gave way t o  a
p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l  b a t t l e  over land as e a r l y  as 1865. T h e  Freedmen's
Bureau, created i n  March t o  dupl icate the  experiment on a  much wider
scale, was given author i ty  over a l l  land i n  the  South which came under
the confiscation and t a x  laws. A s  a  resu l t  o f  a  president ia l  pardon and
amnesty i n  May 1865, some provisions were made f o r  the  restorat ion o f
land ownership. O n l y  land seized during the  war as a  r e s u l t  o f  t a x
for fe i ture  was considered t o  be permanently out o f  the  previous owners'
hands.

Many o f  the  former planters on S t .  Helena pet i t ioned t o  Federal
authorit ies during t h i s  per iod,  asking t h a t  they  be allowed t o  recover
their  lands by e i t h e r  paying the  t a x  lev ied  by the  ac t  o f  1862 o r  by
demonstrating t h a t  t h e  plantat ions were not  t r u l y  abandoned i n  the  f a l l
of 1861. Though General Saxton, t h e  Freedmen's Bureau, and the
freedmen themselves protested vigorously,  severa l  white landowners
were eventual ly able t o  reclaim portions o f  t h e i r  prewar holdings. Th is
process lasted  w e l l  i n t o  the  1870s and i n  some instances as l a t e  as the
1890s.

The blacks i n  the  Port  Royal area,  including S t .  Helena Is land,
retained much o f  t h e i r  land since i t  was purchased under the  t a x  law o f
1862, b u t  t h e i r  unique soc ia l  and economic status was not success-
f u l l y  duplicated i n  the  r e s t  o f  the  postwar South. T h e i r  experiences
as a  resu l t  o f  land restorat ion were qu i te  d i f f e r e n t  from those o f
other lowcountry South Carolina blacks.  I n  other areas,  t h e  blacks
were forced o f f  the  land by o r i g i n a l  owners and could remain only i f
they farmed f o r  the  whites,  bu t  on the is lands,  they  general ly  retained
the land bought during the  war.  R e t a i n i n g  the  land,  f o r  S t .  Helena
blacks, depended not  on the  whites but  t h e  blacks themselves. T h o s e
freedmen who could successfully make crops and prove themselves
se l f -su f f ic ien t  would hold the  land;  those who f a i l e d  would not .  E v e n
today there a re  many land holdings on S t .  Helena Is land which are  owned
by the  same fami ly  t h a t  bought i t  during o r  immediately a f t e r  the  C i v i l
War.(15)

Most o f  the  new freedmen on S t .  Helena considered themselves t o  be
prosperous; t h e  t y p i c a l  black farmstead included a  small  frame house
complete wi th  modest furnishings,  a  small  vegetable garden, and the
majority o f  i t s  acreage i n  cotton. L i v i n g  conditions had c e r t a i n l y
improved, a s  many freedmen spent what money they earned on clothes,
household i tems, farm implements, l i ves tock ,  o r  horses and buggies.
They could e a s i l y  s e l l  t h e i r  vegetables and l ivestock  t o  the  sold iers
and t h e i r  cotton t o  the  government, o r  they could earn a  bounty by
enl ist ing i n  the army. T h e  presence o f  the  Freedmen's Bureau and the
army helped t o  insure t h a t  they would not be cheated.
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Some o f  t h a t  p r o s p e r i t y  was an  i l l u s i o n ,  however,  a s  t h e  opt imism
of t h e  war  years  soon gave way t o  harsh  r e a l i t y .  T h o u g h  t h e i r  c rops
cons i s ten t l y  f a i l e d  t o  meet expec ta t i ons ,  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  due t o  t h e
i n a b i l i t y  o f  s m a l l  fa rmers  t o  produce s i g n i f i c a n t  amounts,  many o f  t h e
blacks p e r s i s t e d  i n  p l a n t i n g  sea i s l a n d  c o t t o n .  O t h e r s  f i s h e d  o r
gathered o y s t e r s ,  worked as  domestics i n  Beaufo r t ,  Savannah, and
Charleston, o r  worked i n  t h e  phosphate i n d u s t r y  which developed i n  i n
the a rea  i n  t h e  1870s. D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  was common, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on
farms worked by  c o n t r a c t  and i n  t he  phosphate mines, and  r e s u l t e d
i n  seve ra l  s t r i k e s  and r i o t s .  O n l y  t h e  widespread b l a c k  ownership o f
land on  S t .  Helena I s l a n d ,  and  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  advancement t h a t
i t  represented,  prevented t h e  outbreak o f  more se r ious  v i o l e n c e
there.  T h a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  f reedmen's advancement, n o t  o n l y
through t h e i r  l a n d  ownership b u t  th rough t h e i r  improved educat ion  and
t h e i r  involvement  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  process,  made S t .  Helena " a  l i t t l e
wor ld a p a r t "  f o r  s i x t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  even  more t h a n  d i d  i t s  geographic
i s o l a t i o n . ( 1 6 )

Race r e l a t i o n s  on  t h e  i s l a n d  were q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  i n  most o f
the South;  one o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  developments o f  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e
increasing s o c i a l  and economic i n t e r a c t i o n  between b lacks  and wh i tes  on
St.  Helena,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  good r e l a t i o n s h i p  which had always
exis ted a t  Penn School .  S e v e r a l  businessmen, f r o m  t h e  Beaufor t  a rea  as
w e l l  as  f r om t h e  Nor th ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t o r e s  o r  i n d u s t r i e s  on  S t .  Helena
as e a r l y  as t h e  1870s and prov ided s e r v i c e s ,  employment, and c r e d i t
f o r  t h e  b l a c k  i s l a n d e r s .  Macdona ld ,  W i l k i n s  and Company, founded by
James Ross Macdonald and George W i l k i n s ,  was t h e  major  buyer  and
d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  sea  i s l a n d  c o t t o n  on t h e  i s l a n d ;  t h e  company a l s o
operated t h e  Corner S t o r e ,  wh ich  became s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  as
w e l l  as  t h e  economic l i f e  o f  most r e s i d e n t s .  O t h e r  wh i t es ,  seek ing
seasonal r e s o r t s ,  bought  l a n d  on  S t .  Helena and res to red  e x i s t i n g
p lan ta t i on  houses o r  b u i l t  new ones t o  se rve  as  vaca t i on  houses. T h e
establ ishment o f  F o r t  Fremont a t  Lands End i n  1898 was another  a d d i t i o n
to t h e  s m a l l  w h i t e  presence on  t h e  i s l a n d . ( 1 7 )

Society on S t .  Helena I s l a n d  r e t a i n e d  i t s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l
character w e l l  a f t e r  1900, though seve ra l  c ircumstances combined i n  t h e
l a t e  n ine teen th  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  t o  a l t e r  t h e  economic
landscape. T h e  c o t t o n  crops o f  1903, 1905-1907, 1910-1911, and
1915-1916 were p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i sappo in t i ng .  H u r r i c a n e s  i n  1893 and 1911,
devastated many c rops  and destroyed many b u i l d i n g s .  T h e  phosphate
indus t ry  was c losed down by  t h e  g r e a t e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  mines
elsewhere. M a n y  young b l acks ,  d iscouraged by  these setbacks,  l e f t  S t .
Helena f o r  t h e  No r th ,  most o f t e n  f o r  New York  and t h e  b l a c k  community
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of Harlem. Some  young men, a f t e r  se rv i ng  i n  t h e  army du r i ng  World War
I ,  remained i n  t h e  Nor th  o r  l oca ted  i n  Southern urban cen te rs  and d i d
not r e t u r n  t o  t h e  i s l a n d .  T h o s e  b lacks  who p e r s i s t e d  i n  growing c o t t o n
were f i n a l l y  f o r c e d  t o  l o o k  t o  o t h e r  c rops  a f t e r  t h e  coming o f  t h e  b o l l
weevi l  i n  1919.(18)

The i s l a n d ' s  s o c i a l  and geographic i s o l a t i o n  helped t o  make these
changes l e s s  ab rup t  t h a n  they  were elsewhere i n  t h e  South,  b u t  t h e
cons t ruc t ion  o f  a  highway b r i dge  across  t h e  Beaufor t  R i v e r  f rom Beaufor t
to Ladies I s l a n d  i n  1927 d r a m a t i c a l l y  brought  twen t i e t h - cen tu r y  mainland
in f luences t o  S t .  Helena I s l a n d .  S t .  He lena 's  increased a c c e s s i b i l i t y
as a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  new b r idge  was f u r t h e r  emphasized by  t h e  development
of t r u c k  fa rming  as  t h e  dominant f o rm  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a f t e r  c o t t o n
f a i l e d .  T r u c k  fa rming  had been present  on  t h e  i s l a n d  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t
amounts s i n c e  about  1900, b u t  c o t t o n  had remained t h e  major  s i n g l e  c rop
on S t .  Helena u n t i l  t h e  b o l l  w e e v i l  doomed i t .  M u c h  o f  t h e  p roduc t ion
of t h e  i s l a n d ' s  t r u c k  farms,  such  as  tomatoes and o t h e r  vegetab les,  was
shipped t o  markets i n  t h e  Nor th .  B y  1935 t h e  new a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e
is land ,  t h e  growth o f  t r u c k  fa rming ,  and t h e  onset  o f  t h e  Depression
changed f o r e v e r  t h e  landscape, t h e  economy, and t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  an
is land  which had remained e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same s i nce  t h e  end o f  t h e
C i v i l  War.(19)
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Section F.  Assoc ia ted  Property Types

I .  Name o f  Property Type: Resident ia l  Structures and Complexes

I I .  D e s c r i p t i o n

Residential structures on S t .  Helena Is land r e f l e c t  a  va r i e ty  o f  usage
and arch i tectura l  form.

Some o f  the  oldest  res iden t ia l  structures were o r i g i n a l l y  located on
plantations. The t y p i c a l  p lantat ion consisted o f  a  p lantat ion house and
a number o f  a u x i l l i a r y  structures,  such as barns, caretakers '  houses,
water towers, and slave houses. P lantat ion  houses were s i t e d
h is tor ica l l y  on la rge  t racks o f  land,  although i n  intervening years t h e
property area has o f ten  been reduced. They were usual ly  oriented t o
face, a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y,  a  creek o r  marsh. P lantat ion  outbuildings
usually have speci f ic  funct iona l  uses which are  general ly  revealed by
the i r  form. Most a re  small  structures,  constructed o f  frame o r  tabby.

A l a t e r  development on the  is land ,  beginning i n  the l a t e  1890's ,  was
the appearance o f  hunting plantat ions and seasonal recreat ional
dwellings. H u n t i n g  plantat ions consisted o f  dwellings and
outbuildings, located on la rge  t r a c t s  o f  land t h a t  had o f ten  previously
been working farms.

Smaller residences, e i t h e r  found s ing ly  o r  grouped together i n  r u r a l
settings, o r  located near a  commercial area ,  r e f l e c t  var ious
architectural  s ty les  and vernacular forms. These span a  wide t ime
frame.

I I I .  S i g n i f i c a n c e

The va r ie ty  o f  res iden t ia l  forms present on S t .  Helena Is land reveals
much about the  way o f  l i f e  o f  the  is land residents o f  various
socio-economic classes. T h e  residences a lso  present a  continuum o f
prevail ing arch i tectura l  forms from c .  1810 t o  1928. T h e s e  structures
qual i fy  under items A,B,  and C o f  the  National  Register c r i t e r i a .
These property types should be l i s t e d  under the  ARCHITECTURE, ETHNIC
HERITAGE (BLACK), and SOCIAL HISTORY areas o f  s igni f icance.
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Subtype: I -House

The I -house i s  a  vernacular form characterized by a  rectangular p lan.
The t r a d i t i o n a l  I -house, two-stor ies  i n  height ,  i s  one room deep and
two rooms wide on each f l o o r.  A  cent ra l  h a l l  separates the  rooms.
I -houses usual ly  have gable roofs ,  w i t h  l a t e r a l  or ientat ions.  R o o f s
are usual ly  composed o f  standing seam metal.  M o s t  a re  constructed o f
frame wi th  ex te r io r  s iding o f  clapboard. These houses usual ly  r e s t  on
brick o r  tabby foundations. A  porch, f requent ly  the  f u l l  height o f  the
house, i s  general ly  located on the primary facade. T h e s e  houses
usually have cen t ra l l y  located entrances, o f t e n  with s ide l ights  and
transoms. M o s t  fenestrat ion i s  by double hung sash windows wi th
four-over- four  o r  s i x -over- s i x  l i g h t s .  Chimneys are  constructed o f
brick and t h e i r  placement var ies ,  although they are  frequently located
at the  gable ends o f  the  house.

Subtype: Cent ra l  Passage Four-Over-Four House

This i s  a  two-story,  vernacular house form. T h e  plan i s  usual ly
rectangular wi th  the  i n t e r i o r  divided i n t o  four  rooms on each f l o o r ,
with a  f ron t  and rea r  room located on each side o f  a  cent ra l  hal lway.
The cent ra l  entrance i s  o f ten  embellished wi th  s ide l ights  and a
transom. A  s ing le  o r  two-story porch i s  usual ly  located on the main
facade and frequent ly  extends the  f u l l  width o f  t h e  house. These houses
usually have gable roofs ,  w i t h  the  gable end oriented l a t e r a l l y.  B r i c k
foundations are  most common. F e n e s t r a t i o n  i s  usual ly  by sash windows
with a  four -over- four  o r  s i x -over- s i x  l i g h t  pat tern .  Chimneys a re
usually constructed o f  b r i c k .  T h e r e  are  usual ly  two o r  four  chimneys,
arranged symmetrically. W h i l e  the  chimneys a re  frequently i n t e r i o r ,
occasionally they may be placed on the gable ends o f  t h e  house.

Subtype: One-Story,  Hipped-Roof House

This vernacular house form i s  rectangular i n  plan,  constructed o f
frame, and usual ly  has weatherboard ex te r io r  wa l ls .  T h e  hipped roof  i s
usually o f  standing seam metal.  A  f u l l  width porch, w i t h  i t s  own low
hipped r o o f ,  usua l ly  extends across the  primary facade. Porches  are
frequently i n f i l l e d  w i t h  screening. Simple wood posts usual ly  provide
the support f o r  the  porch roof .  T h e  entrance i s  c e n t r a l l y  located.
Fenestration i s  provided by sash windows, arranged s ingly  o r  i n  pa i rs ,
with two-over-two o r  one-over-one l i g h t s .  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h i s  house
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form i s  a  shed o r  hipped r o o f  dormer l oca ted  on t h e  f r o n t  r o o f  s l ope ,
to p rov ide  l i g h t  and v e n t i l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a t t i c  space.  T h e s e  houses
usua l l y  r e s t  on  b r i c k  p i e r  foundat ions .  W h e n  add i t i ons  a r e  made t o
these houses, t h e y  a re  g e n e r a l l y  p laced on  t h e  r e a r .

Subtype: Double Pen House

This ve rnacu la r  house fo rm i s  o f  f rame c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  u s u a l l y  w i t h
weatherboard w a l l s ,  a l t hough  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  notched- l o g  examples. T h e
plan i s  r ec tangu la r  and t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two
rooms o f  rough ly  equal  s i z e .  T h i s  house f o r m  i s  one t o  one-and- a - h a l f
s t o r i es  i n  h e i g h t .  A  s i d e  gab le  r o o f ,  o f t e n  o f  s tand ing  seam meta l ,  i s
usual .  T h e r e  a r e  u s u a l l y  two entrance doors ,  one l e a d i n g  t o  each room.
The house u s u a l l y  r e s t  on  b r i c k  p i e r  founda t ions .  Ch imney  placement
va r ies ,  a l t hough  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a  chimney i s  l oca ted  e x t e r i o r l y  on  one
of  t h e  gab le  end w a l l s .  Because  o f  t h e  s m a l l  s i z e  o f  t h i s  house fo rm ,
add i t ions  t o  t h e  bas i c  p l a n  a re  n o t  uncommon and v a r y  i n  l o c a t i o n .
Fenestrat ion i s  v a r i a b l e .  E x t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s  a r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  p resen t .

Subtype: American Foursquare

This house fo rm i s  u s u a l l y  o f  f rame c o n s t r u c t i o n .  A  combinat ion o f
e x t e r i o r  w a l l  t rea tments  i s  common, f o r  example weatherboard on  one
f l o o r  and  wood sh ing les  on  t h e  o t h e r .  T h i s  house i s  u s u a l l y  square i n
shape and two  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  A  h ipped r o o f ,  w i t h  wide eaves,  i s
common and r o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l  v a r i e s .  A  dormer on  one o r  more e l e va t i ons
i s  t y p i c a l .  A  one -s to ry  porch o f t e n  extends across t h e  p r imary
facade. T h e  porch u s u a l l y  has a  shed o r  h i p  r o o f ,  suppor ted b y  wood
columns o r  b r i c k  p i e r s .  T h e  p r ima ry  entrance i s  o f t e n  o f f - s e t  t o  one
side.  S a s h  windows a r e  t y p i c a l l y  used, w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l i g h t
pa t te rns .  E l e m e n t s  f r om va r ious  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  (such  as  C o l o n i a l
Revival  and Craftsman) a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  used t o  impar t  d i s t i n c t i v e
character t o  these houses.

Subtype: Queen Anne

The Queen Anne s t y l e  i s  one o f  t h e  f ew  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s
found on  S t .  Helena I s l a n d .  T h i s  s t y l e  i s  charac te r i zed  by  i r r e g u l a r
plans and complex r o o f  shapes. W a l l  su r faces  a r e  t r e a t e d  as  deco ra t i ve
elements b y  us ing  more t h a n  one k i n d  o f  w a l l  m a t e r i a l  and b y  break ing
up p l ana r  sur faces  w i t h  bays and p r o j e c t i o n s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s ,
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he igh t ,  r o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  window t rea tment ,  chimney t rea tment  and
loca t i on ,  and founda t ion  ma te r i a l s  can a l l  va r y  g r e a t l y.  To w e r s  and
porches w i t h  sp ind lework  decora t ion  a re  common.

TV. R e g i s t r a t i o n  Requirements:

To q u a l i t y  f o r  l i s t i n g ,  t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  must be  i n t a c t  examples o f  one
of t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  sub types .  A l t h o u g h  some minor  changes may have
occurred ove r  t i m e ,  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  shou ld  be considered t o  be e l i g i b l e
i f  t h e y  a re  recogn izab le  t o  t h e i r  pe r i od  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and  r e t a i n
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p l a n ,  s i t i n g ,  and m a t e r i a l s .  Acceptab le  changes and
a l t e r a t i o n s  would i n c l u d e :  r e a r  a d d i t i o n s ,  replacement o f  e x t e r i o r
weatherboard m a t e r i a l  w i t h  asbestos s i d i n g  p rov i d i ng  s i g n i f i c a n t
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l  and f i n i s h  i s  n o t  obscured. A d d i t i o n s  shou ld  be
c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  as  a d d i t i o n s .
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I .  N a m e  o f  P r o p e r t y  Ty p e :  Commerc ia l  S t r u c t u r e s

I I .  D e s c r i p t i o n

These p r o p e r t i e s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o
r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .

serve  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  needs  o f  a

s location also serves as the
s o c i a l  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  T h e  s u b t y p e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  t y p e  a r e
d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  e a c h  h a v i n g  a  r e c o g n i z a b l e  a p p e a r a n c e  t h a t  i s
d i c t a t e d  b y  i t s  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n .

I I I .  S i g n i f i c a n c e

These s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e
commerc ia l  a n d  economic  b a s i s  o f  S t .  H e l e n a  I s l a n d  a n d  a s  e x a m p l e s  o f  4
l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c o m m e r c i a l  v e r n a c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  T h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s
q u a l i t y  u n d e r  i t e m s  A  a n d  C  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  c r i t e r i a .  T h e
r e t a i l  s t r u c t u r e s  s h o u l d  b e  l i s t e d  u n d e r  t h e  ARCHITECTURE a n d  COMMERCE
areas  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h e  P a c k i n g  Shed s h o u l d  b e  l i s t e d  u n d e r  t h e
ARCHITECTURE, COMMERCE, AGRICULTURE a n d  INDUSTRY a r e a s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

Subtype:  R e t a i l  S t o r e

R e t a i l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  o f  f r a m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  g e n e r a l l y  1  t o  2  1 / 2
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  E x t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  u s u a l l y  o f  w e a t h e r b o a r d .  T h e y
u s u a l l y  h a v e  l a t e r a l l y  o r i e n t e d  g a b l e  r o o f s .  R o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l  c a n  v a r y
w i t h  s t a n d i n g  seam m e t a l  a n d  c o m p o s i t i o n  s h i n g l e s  m o s t  commonly
p r e s e n t .  E n t r a n c e  d o o r s  a r e  u s u a l l y  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d .  T h e s e
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e i r  l a r g e ,  o p e n  i n t e r i o r  s p a c e s .  W i n d o w s
i n  t h e  g a b l e  w a l l  s u r f a c e s  a r e  common and  p r o v i d e  l i g h t  f o r  a t t i c
spaces.

Subtype:  P a c k i n g  Shed

A p a c k i n g  s h e d ,  o f  s i m p l e  f r a m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  s e r v e s  a  s p e c i f i c
commerc ia l  f u n c t i o n .  I t  i s  a  g a t h e r i n g  p o i n t  w h e r e  f a r m e r s  may b r i n g
t h e i r  p r o d u c e ,  h a v e  i t  p a c k e d  a n d  p r e p a r e d  f o r  s h i p p i n g ,  a n d  h a v e  i t
p i c k e d  u p  b y  t r u c k e r s .  B e c a u s e  p r o d u c e  i s  h a r v e s t e d  d u r i n g  t e m p e r a t e
w e a t h e r,  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  p a c k i n g  s h e d  t o  b e  a n  e n c l o s e d
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s t ruc tu re .  A  r o o f  t o  p rov ide  p r o t e c t i o n  f rom sun and r a i n  i s ,  however,
an e s s e n t i a l  e lement.  R o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  s tand ing  seam
metal.  P a c k i n g  sheds a r e  u s u a l l y  l oca ted  near  o r  ad jacent  t o  o t h e r
commerical s t r u c t u r e s .

IV.  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Requirements

To q u a l i f y  f o r  l i s t i n g ,  t hese  p r o p e r t i e s  must be i n t a c t  examples o f  one
of t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  sub types .  T h e  p r o p e r t i e s  should  be recogn izab le  t o
t h e i r  pe r i od  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and t h e y  should r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l
p lan.  A d d i t i o n s  shou ld  be c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  as  a d d i t i o n s .
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I .  N a m e  o f  Property Type: S t r u c t u r e s  Associated wi th  Coastal Defense

Description

The American coast has been a  s t ra teg ic  point  f o r  m i l i t a r y
instal lat ions throughout American h is tory.  C o a s t a l  m i l i t a r y  complexes
usually consisted o f  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and quarters f o r  o f f i c e r s  and
enlisted men as w e l l  as other  support structures such as hospitals and
storage buildings.  Permanent m i l i t a r y  construction i s  usual ly  o f
masonry, w i t h  temporary construction being o f  frame. T h e  form o f  t h e
structure usual ly  reveals i t s  spec i f ic  funct ion .

I I I .  S i g n i f i c a n c e :

These structures a re  s ign i f i can t  a s  examples o f  l a t e  nineteenth and
early twent ieth century m i l i t a r y  archi tecture and f o r  the  information
they provide about American m i l i t a r y  h is to ry.  T h e s e  structures qua l i f y
under i tem A o f  the  National  Register c r i t e r i a .  T h e  hospi ta l  a lso
qual i t ies under i tem C. T h e s e  properties should be l i s t e d  under the
MILITARY area o f  s igni f icance.

Subtype: C o a s t a l  Defenses

Coastal f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  period 1880-1910 emphasized the  armaments
rather than the f o r t i f i c a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  u n l i k e  the  br ick  f o r t s  o f  t h e
antebellum era .  A s  a  r e s u l t  these f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  constructed o f
concrete and are  s t r i c t l y  u t i l i t a r i a n  i n  appearance. T o  many observers
they might seem t o  be o f  more recent v intage,  such as the  World War I
or World War I I  e ras .  T h e y  were o f ten  modified i n  these l a t e r  periods
with a  resul t ing  loss o f  i n t e g r i t y.  G u n s ,  machinery, and equipment
rarely survive,  i f  a t  a l l .

Subtype: M i l i t a r y  Hospitals

Mi l i t a ry  hospitals o f  the  l a t e  nineteenth and ear ly  twent ieth century
were usual ly  mul t i -story and o f  masonry construction. T h e
architectural  s t y l i s t i c  elements usual ly  followed popular trends,  w i t h
t rad i t iona l  s ty les  (such as Federal o r  Georgian) most favored.
Numerous windows and porches were popular features f o r  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o
provide v e n t i l a t i o n  and l i g h t ,  both considered important heal ing
elements. I n t e r i o r s  were usual ly  divided i n t o  spaces f o r  a  kitchen,
dispensary, o f f i c e s ,  l a b o r a t o r y,  and operating room. P a t i e n t s  were
usually housed i n  large  open wards.
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IV: R e g i s t r a t i o n  Requirements

These p r o p e r t i e s  must ma in ta in  i n t e g r i t y  o f  l o c a t i o n  and m a t e r i a l  i n
order t o  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i s t i n g  and t h e y  must be  recogn izab le  examples
of  one o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t ypes .
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I .  Name o f  P roper ty  Type: Gravestone A r t

I I .  D e s c r i p t i o n :

Some graves on  S t .  Helena I s l a n d  a r e  d i s t i ngu i shed  b y  markers o r
mausoleums o f  excep t iona l  a r t i s t i c  m e r i t .  T h e s e  t a k e  va r i ous  fo rms ,
are o f  va r i ous  da tes ,  and a r e  commonly o f  masonry m a t e r i a l .

I I I .  S i g n i f i c a n c e :

Gravestone a r t  can be s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  an  express ion o f  r e l i g i o u s  and /o r
ethnic  i d e n t i t y  and as  an  express ion o f  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  I t  can a l s o  be
s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  an  example o f  des ign  assoc ia ted w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  per iods
of  h i s t o r y .  Grave markers and mausoleums o f  excep t iona l  a r t i s t i c  m e r i t
have s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  a rea  o f  ART. T h e y  q u a l i f y  under C r i t e r i a
Considerat ion (Except ion)  C  f o r  Na t i ona l  Reg i s te r  l i s t i n g .

IV.  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Requirements

These markers must be l o c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n s  and must be
i n t a c t  and una l t e red  examples o f  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  t ype .
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I .  Name o f  Proper ty  Type: Resou rces  Assoc ia ted w i t h  Re l i g i ous  L i f e

I I .  D e s c r i p t i o n

These p r o p e r t i e s  were b u i l t  t o  s e r v i c e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  needs o f  t h e
res idents  -  wh i t es ,  s l a v e s  and f r e e  b lacks  -  o f  S t .  Helena I s l a n d .
Resources i n  t h i s  group i n c l u d e  chapels o f  ease,  churches,  chape ls ,
pra ise houses, and meet ing houses. T h e  subtypes i n  t h i s  group a r e
d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t ;  each has a  recognizab le  appearance t h a t  i s
d ic ta ted  t o  a  l a r g e  p a r t  b y  i t s  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n .

I I I .  S i g n i f i c a n c e

These resources a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  because o f  t h e i r  assoc ia t i on  w i t h  t h e
diverse p a t t e r n s  o f  sea i s l a n d  c u l t u r e .  T h e s e  r e l i g i o u s  b u i l d i n g s
reveal  much about  t h e  way o f  l i f e  o f  t h e  p l a n t e r s ,  s l a v e s ,  and freedmen
who con t r i bu ted  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c  development o f  S t .  Helena
I s land.  P r a i s e  houses q u a l i f y  under i t e m  C and excep t ion  A o f  t h e
Nat ional  Reg is te r  C r i t e r i a .  T h e  chapel  o f  ease/par ish  church q u a l i f i e s
under i t e m  D and excep t ion  A o f  t h e  Na t i ona l  Reg i s te r  C r i t e r i a .  T h e y
should be l i s t e d  under  t h e  RELIGION and SOCIAL HISTORY areas o f
s i gn i f i cance .

Subtype: P r a i s e  House

Praise houses a r e  t y p i c a l l y  o f  f rame c o n s t r u c t i o n  and sheathed w i t h
wood s i d i n g ,  one s t o r y  i n  h e i g h t ,  and a r e  s e t  on  masonry p i e r
foundat ions.  A l l  o f  those  i nc luded  i n  t h i s  nominat ion a re  nar row,
gable- roo fed  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  t h e  ent rance i n  t h e  gab le  end.  T h i s
bu i l d i ng  t ype  i s  remin iscen t  o f  t h e  shotgun vernacu la r  t y p e .  Windows
usua l l y  appear on t h e  s i d e w a l l s  b u t  sometimes i n  t h e  gab le  end as
w e l l .  T h e  door  may o r  may n o t  be centered a t  t h e  facade.  T h e s e  a re
u t i l i t a r i a n  s t r u c t u r e s  and possess f e w,  i f  any,  d e c o r a t i v e  f e a t u r e s .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  areas o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  mentioned p r e v i o u s l y,  t h e
praise houses shou ld  a l s o  be l i s t e d  under t h e  BLACK ETHNIC HERITAGE
area o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .
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Subtype: C h a p e l s  o f  Ease

Chapels o f  ease were established, a f t e r  the  English t r a d i t i o n ,  s o  t h a t
Anglican parishioners i n  remote parts  o f  parishes could at tend
services. T h e s e  structures can vary grea t ly  i n  bui lding mater ia l  and
decorative q u a l i t y  but were general ly modest i n  scale and decoration.
Most a re  rectangular i n  shape, b u t  t h i s  i s  sometimes modified by  an
apse project ion a t  one end. Const ruc t ion  materials were usual ly  frame,
though i n  some cases tabby o r  other  masonry materials were used.
Gabled, o r  cl ipped-gable, roofs  were most common and entranceways were
usually sheltered by porches o r  port icoes.  D e c o r a t i v e  elements of ten
included stained-glass windows and steeples.

IV.  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Requirements

In order t o  qua l i f y  f o r  l i s t i n g ,  chapels o f  ease should r e t a i n  t h e i r
or iginal  p lan and t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y  o f  materials and s i t i n g .  I n  the  case
of tabby construction, which i s  subject  t o  deter iorat ion,  a t  l e a s t  75%
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  bui lding must be i n t a c t .

In order t o  qua l i f y  f o r  l i s t i n g ,  p ra ise  houses should r e t a i n  t h e i r
or iginal  p lan and t h e i r  basic i n t e g r i t y  o f  materials and s i t i n g .

Praise houses, because o f  t h e i r  nature as a  shared community resource,
can be expected t o  have a  number o f  a l te ra t ions .  T h e s e  usual ly  consist
of addit ions t o  the  length o f  the  bui ld ing,  patching wi th  non-matching
materials, and changes i n  w a l l ,  f l o o r  and c e i l i n g  coverings. T h e s e
changes are  acceptable i f  the  bui lding re ta ins  i t s  basic form and
materials.
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I .  Name o f  P roper t y  Type: Tabby Cons t ruc t ion

I I .  D e s c r i p t i o n

Tabby i s  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  technique used h i s t o r i c a l l y  a long  t h e  Southeast
coast.  S p a n i s h  s e t t l e r s  brought  t h e  technique t o  t h e  New World and i t
was l a t e r  used by  Eng l i sh  s e t t l e r s .  T h e  e a r l i e s t  r epo r ted  use i n  t h e
United S ta tes  i s  mentioned i n  a  1580 d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  Spanish v i l l a g e
of Santa Elena near  p resent  day Beaufo r t .  Ta b b y  was probab ly  be ing
used i n  S t .  Augus t ine ,  F l o r i d a  a t  t h e  same t ime .  A n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e
Beaufort Republ ican i n  1873 descr ibed t h e  wide v a r i e t y  o f  use o f
tabby c o n s t r u c t i o n :  "Tabby  o r  tappy  i s  an  a r t i f i c i a l  s t o n e  o r  concrete
used e x t e n s i v e l y  a t  one t i m e ,  o n  t h e  Sea I s l ands  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r
b r i c k  and s tone ,  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  houses, f ounda t i ons ,
ind igo-va t s  and c i s t e r n s  o f  a l l  k i n d s ,  a s  w e l l  as  sea -wa l l s ,
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  e t c . "

Tabby w a l l s  were cons t ruc ted  i n  l a y e r s  about  a  f o o t  h i g h  by  pour ing  t h e
mixture between wooden forms,  tamping i t  e x t e n s i v e l y  and a l l o w i n g  i t  t o
set f o r  seve ra l  days.  T h e  Beaufor t  Republ ican a r t i c l e  descr ibed t h e
cons t ruc t ion  technique and p ropo r t i ons  used: " . . . m a k e  a  box o r  seve ra l
boxes accord ing t o  t h e  l e n g t h  and w i d t h  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  each box so
many f e e t  l o n g ,  s a y  about  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty  f e e t ,  and about  one and a
h a l f  f e e t  w ide .  T h e s e  boxes were p u t  i n  p lace ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e
mixture,  wh ich  was packed o r  pes t l ed  down, and a l lowed t o  s tand  u n t i l
d ry.  T h e  s i d e  and ends o f  t h e  boxes were he ld  b y  movable p i n s .  W h e n
these p i n s  were drawn o u t ,  t h e  box would f a l l  t o  p ieces .  T h e  box was
taken down and p u t  upon t h e  tabby  a l ready  d r y,  and so  box a f t e r  box was
packed o r  pes t l ed  u n t i l  t h e  w a l l s  were as  h i g h  as  you des igned. "
Although tabby r u i n s  u s u a l l y  have a  rough,  weathered t e x t u r e ,  t h e y  were
genera l ly  smoothed and covered w i t h  a  l i m e  s tucco  o r  p l a s t e r  c o a t i n g .

Tabby was a l s o  used f o r  f l o o r s  a n d  f o r  r o o f s .  A l t h o u g h  a  tabby  r o o f
had t h e  advantage o f  g r e a t  impe rmeab i l i t y,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was more
d i f f i c u l t  because o f  i t s  g r e a t  we igh t .  Ta b b y  r o o f s  were g e n e r a l l y  f l a t
and l a i d  on  a  wood p l ank  base. ( 1 )
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I I I .  S i g n i f i c a n c e

Tabby s t r u c t u r e s  and r u i n s  a r e  impor tan t  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y
provide about  t h i s  e a r l y  cons t ruc t i on  techn ique.  T h e y  q u a l i f y  under
Item C o f  t h e  Na t i ona l  Reg is te r  c r i t e r i a .  T h e  p r o p e r t i e s  shou ld  be
l i s t e d  under  t h e  ARCHITECTURE and ARCHAEOLOGY areas o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

IV.  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Requirements

Because t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  method has rece ived  v e r y  l i t t l e  s c h o l a r l y
a t t e n t i o n ,  because o f  i t s  importance i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  ve rnacu la r
a rch i t ec tu re ,  and  because o f  t h e  economic and s o c i a l  system commonly
associated w i t h  tabby  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  even fragments and r u i n s  have t h e
p o t e n t i a l  o f  p r o v i d i n g  va luab le  i n f o r m a t i o n  about t h e  s i z e ,  f u n c t i o n ,
and l o c a t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  o f  tabby  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

NOTES

1) B e a u f o r t  Republ ican quoted i n  E d i t h  M Dabbs, Sea I s l a n d
Diary:  A  H i s t o r y  o f  S t .  Helena I s l a n d  (Spar tanburg:  The Rep r i n t
Company, Pub l i she rs ,  1983 ) ,  p .  8 6 ;  A l l e n  G. Nob le ,  Wood, B r i c k  and
Stone (Amherst :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Massachusetts Press ,  1984) ,  p p .  65 -66 ;
A lbe r t  Manucy, "Amer ican Notes: Ta p i a  o r  Tabby, "  Jou rna l  o f  t h e
Society o f  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n s ,  11  (December 1952) :  3 2 - 3 3 .
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Section G. Summary o f  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and  Eva lua t ion  Methods

In  1985 t h e  SHPO i d e n t i f i e d  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  which were l i k e l y  t o
experience growth and development pressures.  The sea i s l a n d s  were one
of these  areas .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1986 t h e  SHPO Survey H i s t o r i a n
conducted ex tens ive  h i s t o r i c a l  research on  t h e  South Caro l i na  sea
is lands i n  p r imary  and secondary sources,  i n c l u d i n g  manuscr ipts and
publ ished m a t e r i a l .  B e t w e e n  A p r i l  and September 1986 t h e  SHPO Survey
o f f i c e  began a  w indsh ie ld  survey o f  t h e  sea i s l a n d s .  S t .  Helena
Is land ,  o f  a l l  t h e  South Caro l i na  sea i s l a n d s ,  had t h e  most i n t a c t
resources and appeared t o  have t h e  h ighes t  development p o t e n t i a l .  T h i s
survey was f o l l owed  by  an  i n t e n s i v e  survey i n  which phys i ca l
descr ip t ions  were completed f o r  a l l  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  which were ove r
f i f t y  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  which had n o t  been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d .

The i n t e n s i v e  survey was begun i n  A p r i l  1987 and completed i n  August
the same y e a r.  W h i l e  conduct ing t h e  i n t e n s i v e  survey i t  became ev iden t
that  S t .  Helena I s l a n d  was unique i n  i t s  economic, c u l t u r a l ,  and s o c i a l
development. I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1987 and t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1988, t h e  SHPO
Survey and Na t i ona l  Reg is te r  s t a f f  reviewed t h e  survey  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
made a d d i t i o n a l  s i t e  v i s i t s ,  and conducted h i s t o r i c a l  research
concerning t h e  development o f  S t .  Helena I s l a n d .  S t a f f  members
involved i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  i nc luded  Martha W. F u l l i n g t o n ,  f o r m e r  Survey
Manager; H .  Thomas Shaw, Survey A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n ;  E .  Thomas Sims,
Survey H i s t o r i a n ;  J .  Tr a c y  Power, N a t i o n a l  Reg is te r  H i s t o r i a n ;  and D r.
P a t r i c i a  A .  Cr id lebaugh,  SHPO Archaeo log is t .  I n t e r v i e w s  were conducted
wi th  D r.  L a r r y  Rowland, Department o f  H i s t o r y,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  South
Carol ina-Beaufor t ;  Cyn th ia  Co le ,  H i s t o r i c  Beau fo r t  Foundat ion;  Emory S .
Campbell, D i r e c t o r  o f  Penn Community Center ;  John M. Tr a s k ,
J r . ,  Orange Grove P l a n t a t i o n ;  E d i t h  M. Dabbs, a u t h o r  o f  Sea I s l a n d
Diary:  A  H i s t o r y  o f  S t .  Helena I s l a n d ;  Agnes Sherman and Helen Ladson,
longtime S t .  Helena r e s i d e n t s ;  a s  w e l l  as  seve ra l  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d
c i t i z e n s  and p rope r t y  owners. P u b l i c  meetings were he ld  a t  Penn Center
and were at tended by  many o f  t h e  i s l a n d e r s .  Pho tog raphs  f rom
e a r l i e r  survey e f f o r t s  were f i e l d -checked f o r  c u r r e n t  accuracy and
add i t i ona l  photographs were taken  as  needed.
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