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THE CITADEL . 
ARCHIVES ANO MUSEUM THE FIRST SHOT 

. ~.c ,SA-mS r~.rc. . I' ,J 

Crises th ere are in every lif e , in the State, in the Nation, as well as in 

the individ ½al. The power of choice is a Divin e gift; its exe~cise means wea l or 

woe. In exercising this unchallenged right, South Carolina came fac e to face 

with one of the greatest crises in her life on· the 20th of December 1860. She 

dared to stand alone in maintaining her s·overeignty, even though the horizon was 

dark and lower _ing clouds presaged the coming storm. 

In solemn form, in Convention assembled, on the 20th of December 1860, South 

Carolina pass ed and signed the famous Ordinance of Secession. She had been look-

ing at her past; her struggles to maintain _ them; her triumphs; her worthy sons in 

councils of State and Nation, but now her face is to the front and forward she 

moves. Within twenty days "The first shot was fired". So momentous was this 

event in its con se quences that ' the writer ~ho~ ·perhaps; is the only survivor of 

those who manned the battery that fired the shot, , feels the importance .of .record-

ing the facts, also a part of his personal experience, that led up to it. 

The Democratic National Convention met in Charleston, S. C. April 23, 1860. 

From the first its sessions were turbulent, never delib e rate. The writer, then 

a member of the Senior Class of The Citadel, was present on several occasions. 

He saw, he heard, and, his entire bei"ng vibrated to electric touch of hearts set 

on fire with patriotic zeal. From temporary rostrums on Meeting and on Broad 

Streets the orators of the day kept the citfzenry aroused and informed, thus 

supplementing the press in enlightening the people, as events transpired in our 

National life. When, therefore, the Ordinance of Secession was signed it was 

welcom e d almost unanimously. Standing thus alone these twenty days (for Miss-

issippi did not pass her Ordinanc e of Secession until after The First Shot was 

fired early in the morning of January 9th, 1861) South cl rolina was preparing to 

maintain her Sover e ignty. 

The Battalion of State Cadets with its Professors and Officers, constituting 

The South Carolina Military Academies, from its incipi en cy in 18lf3, was ever 
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under the direct command of th e Governor of South Carolina. They were ready at 

· all t:i.rnes, at a moments notice, to respond to a call from their Corrnnander-in-

Chief. . Five days had scarce l y elapsed after the passage . of the Ordinance of 

Secession , when Maj or P. F. Stevens , t hen Superint end ent of The Citadel, received 

orders from Governor F. W. Pick ens to take a detachment of Cqdets , and - four 24 

pounder siege . guns - the best we had - t o Morris Island, mount the guns, build 

a fortification so as be st to corrnnand the chann e l in front of Morris Island, and 

l eading to Charleston by Fort Sumt er . Maj or P . F. Stevens selected this detach-

ment from The Citad e l Cade ts and , with alacrity proc eed ed to execute these ord ers . 

By steamer (The Pl anter I believe) our force was convey e d to an in l et of the 

Island . There our force disembarked , the cannons wer e unloaded and drawn across 

t he Island t o a point select e d for t he For t and facing the Channel . Lieut . N. W. 

Armstrong, the professor at The Citadel of Math ematics and of Military Engin ee ring, 

sel _ected the site for the l ittle fort and on the gr ·ounds mappe d out plans for the 

fortification . The four guns we r e th en plac e d in position and mounted, thus be in g 

made r eady for action, if ne cess a ry. Thus by the last of Dec ember 1860 we we r e 

on Morris I sland and in a position to carry out th e commana of Governor Pick ens . 

Why did we hurry? There was a cause . Maj or Robert Anderson of the United States 

Army was in command at Fort Moultrie on Sul l iv a n ' s Island. This Fort was built 

facing the ha rbor of Charl eston and to command the chann e ls of e ntranc e from th e 

sea, but the Fort was vuln e rabl e if atta cked from the re a r . This, Major Ande rson 

wel l knew and f eared. Anticipating trouble , fearing an attack from the r ear and 

knowing his position would th en be unt enable; in the ni ght h e transf e rr e d his 

command, some of his suppli e s, e quipm ent and pe rhaps some of h i s guns to Fort 

Sumter , near the cent e r of the harbor. The rest of the guns he spiked and aban-

doned with the Fort. This in it se lf was nearly an act of wa r a ga in s t a St a t e 

claimin g h e r ri ght of Sov e r e i gnty ove r ev e rythin g wit h in he r bounds . Thus was 

our command on Morri s Isl a nd . 

./ 
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Breastworks must be built. No Palmetto l ogs were available , but sand rose . 

in billo ws on ev e ry side, and eager hands soon filled bags with sand and placed 

in position as planned . In a few days we were r eady. 

The Logane tts houses were occupied by the detachment of Cadets; sentine l s 

were pl aced and our outposts guarded . If Major Anderson was to maintain his 

posi ti on he must be supplied with soldiers, military supplies and provisio ns . 

To prev en t th ese r ea ching him every avenue of approach must be watched and 

effectively guarded . Her,ceforth Fort Sumter was to be a storm center until · 

Apri l 1865. Early in J anuary 1861 rumors filled the air. We were expectant . 

More than once was th e ''Lon g Roll" sounded and we took our positions in line . 

Cunnnings Point was the nearest port of the Island to Fort Sumter. If our littl e 

fort was raided , here we expected would be the pl ace of l and i ng . In th e night 

came th e alarm that forc es had l anded at this point. Responding to th e "Lon g 

Roll", our li ttle detachment was soon movin g a t the "d ouble - quick" to meet the 

reported inva sion, only on reachin g th e Point to find no enemy th ere and th e 

coast c l ear . 

But th e hou r drew nigh, that fateful hour, when South Carolin a woul d declare 

to all th e world th at she was a Sov ereign and Ind ependent State and dared to 

ma intain he r ri ghts. We were not tak en by surprise . Rumors had given way to 

information positiv e and cl ea r. A ship, a lo aded ship, lo a ded with soldiers, 

military supplies and provisions had already l ef t a Northern port, Fort Sumter 

her destination. As usu a l sentinels were walking their pos ts alert. W. S. Simkin s , 

of the senior cl ass , was on the parapet of our littl e fort. It was in th e early 

morning of January 9th, 18 61, a beautiful morning, that he first saw th e masts 

of a ship as coming forward she was warping her way in to th e channel le ading in 

front of Morris I sland and by our fort to Fort Sumter. At on ce he called th e 

Sergeant of th e Guard and reported her appearance and approach. The "Lon g Roll" 

was· sound e d, our lin e was fon ned . Quickly we marched to the fort , each cad e t 

j 
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takin g hi s assigned plac e at th e guns. Our sentinels were dr awn in. In th e 

meanti me th e body of the ship could be seen rising above the horizon as nearer 

sh e dr ew. Cade t G. E. Hayn eswor th of Sumter was at th e lan yard of gun No. l; 

S . B. Pick ens of . Pendleton gua rd e d th e lany ar d' of gun No. 2 . Maj or P . F . St evens 

was in direct co mmand . She was dra win g n ea r er now under a full head of st eam. 

The sun had now ris en re vea lin g sold iers ·and sailors as they cro wde d h e r decks 

and look ed questionly at our little fort . It was a striking pictur e still 

brightly pa int ed on my memory . Still near e r sh e dr ew. Major St evens on th e 

parapet, the lanyards taut , every eye expectant. Impati ent youth awaited the 

command. To th em it seemed slo w in comin g . The "Star of th e West" was . now 

n ear l y in front of us and quit e near . At l as t the command ran g out " Fire " . 

G. E . Haynesworth pull e d th e lanyard. The solid shot, tru e to aim, sp ed in 

front of th e pro w of th e "Star of th e Wes t ". This th e warning shot and this 

shot sh e heeded . At once th e Unit e d States fl ag was hau l e d to h e r top mast, 

her en gi nes for a tim e se emed to stop their throbbin g, he r prow was turn ed and 

back sh e went from whence she came to report a fai l ur e . She was beau tiful still 

even ;as sh e retr ea t ed. The ray s of th e early morning sun 'ma de bri gh ter still 

the beautiful ship de cked _from .stem to stern; from water l in e to topmost mast 

as in holid ay attir e . Fort Sumter failed to be r e info r c ed . Her gar ris on was 

not stren gth ened . Major Anders on mus t yet wait . 

While I never saw th e or der s issu e d to Major St evens , th e Cade ts und ersto od 

that we were to stop any suspicious vesse l trying to pass our Fort, first 
\ 

firing a war ning shot in f r ont of h er prow , ;which, if not heeded, must be 

follow ed by soli d shot fired into h er, but stop he r we must . Thus was fired 

"The Fi rst Shot " that ush e r e d in th e ''War Betwee n t he St a t e s" . Le t us remember 

that, in this littl e e piso de , South Ca rolina was not th e aggressor. Fort Sumter, 

every outlying isl an d along h e r coa s t, every foot of l an d embraced within her 

bound ar i es , and i nc lu d in g her adjacent wat ers , eve n to th e thr .ee mi le li mi t, 
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was h ers . "The Star of the West" th en on mischief bent, was a ho st il ship as· 

soon .as she entered our boundaries. In sending her th ere , th e United States 

Government thr ew down to South Carolina the guage of battle. She did not side 

step but boldly took it up. Fault, if fault there be , was h ers, not ours. 

This " First Shot" was th e christening of the littl e fort, henceforth named "Th e 

St ar of th e West" Battery . 

Other troops came to th e Island and we were ord ered back to resu me our 

studi es at The Citadel as th e emergency was over . It is now nearly sixty-six 

years since this event; it is a historic fact, certifi ed to time and again. 

The Battalion of State Cadets is proud of the record made by this detachm en t 

fr om The Citadel Cadets at this initial movement in Charl e ston harbor. 
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"'.i:HE LAST SHOT" 

In my ar ticl e , de s i gna te d "The First Shot 11 , I re v ie wed th e pr i nc i pa l 

eve nt s t ha t led up to th a t noted inc id en~ which oc curred Janu a ry 9_th, 

1861. 
6· 

In this par ticip a t ed only the Cit adel Cor ps of The Ba tt a lion of 

St ate Cade t s . This co rps was then under the dir ect co mmand of liiajor 

P. F. Ste vens , then sup er intend en t of The Ci tadel. But t he few troop s 

on Morr i s Island were un der the gen er a l command of Col. John L. Branch -

a Cit ade l gra du ate o 

In thi s account ,:.., my pers ona l reco ll ections of "The Last Shot" 

pnrtici pated in, exc lusively, by the Ars ~na l Cadets of the Confederate 

Army. We should not forget th a t, a t th a t ti me 1860 to 1865 the 

Batta lion of Stat e Ca dets was compos ed of the Cit adel Corps - th e firstt 

seco nd and thi r d cl asses J and th e Arsenal Corps - th e fourth cl aim~ The 

former at Char l est on ; the l atter at Colw nbia, s. C. 
I 

I ca nnot enumerate, ev en br j_efly~ the many even ts in which du r in g 

these four years the Battal i on particip a tedt but I must tell so methi ng 

of those ev ents th a t oc cur red, and t hat concerned the Bat talion dur ing 

the five month s pr eceding the clo se of the War Bet ~~en ~he State s e 

General Sherman was marching his lar ge army throu gh Georgi a. Thi.s 

ar my was i n four div i sions. As they went pill ag in g ana de vastat in g 

was the usual accompanjment. The last of the y ear 1864 was drawing near . 

· By t his onward march Sava nn ah was soon in his re ar ancl he to be free 

to pass unopposed th rough South Carolin ~ . Ju st as Sava nnah fell when 

outfl anked , must . f a ll Char le st on, Fort Moultrie, Fort John s on and Fort 

Sumter . Fort Sumte r, the bone of contention fro m the beg in ni ng of 

1861 t o t he ear l y month of 1865~ In Apr:i.1 1861 t h is stronghold in . 

Char leston har bor ana. 1 t he key to t he metropo li s of our State was surrend-

ere d into the hands of th e Confederate fo rces . By shot and. by sh eJ.l 9 
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n i gh t and day t hey t r i ed these four y ears. Ever y as sa u l t fa il ed. The 

ga ll ant General Ste :phen Elli ot t n ever lo v1ered h is fl ag. Th e fi nes t vess el s 

of t he u. s. Navy were in t he offing , watch i ng , waiti ng , y es / waiting un til 

Genera l Sher rn~n co uld un l ock our "back door ". and t hus open _our "f ro nt 

doo r , " to t he unwel come vi s i tor. " 

Toward t he l ast of Novemb er . 1864 , our Governor ordere d th e Bat te .lion 

of Cadets i n t o t he fie l d . The Arse nal Cadets under Capt. J.P. Thomas 

with Lieuts. J. B. Pa tricJr: 9 A. J. Nor ris , and R. O. Sams , pr oceed ed to 

Char l eston and reported t o Majo r J.B. Whi te , a t t he Ci tade l, c omr.iander 

of th e Ba tta l ion . Federal f orces were now endeavoring to s ever con-

nec~ i ons b etween Savanna h and Char l eston by cutt i ng t he Char l eston and 

Savanna h Railr oad near Coos a:whatchee. We rece i ved or ders to repor t to 

Majo r - Genera l Samuel J ones. t he. Conf ed erat e Ctlmmander a t t ha t point. The 

Ba t talion boar ded the train at Charleston , December 4th, 1864 . At Tul~finn y 

we di semba 1~ked, and were ordered t o pr ot ect t he t rest l e over Tul tf inny 

Creek. On t he s i xth the enemy advan ced f rom th ej_r base a t Gi,:egory Point 

and were met by th e Goergia Bat t alion , supp orted by t he Bat t a li on of Cadets. 
• · 

Gr ea tl y outnumbe r ed , the Confederate fo rces wer e ordered t o fa ll back an d 

con centrate on t he rai l road. Ear l y i n "the morn in g of th e 7t h , f our c ompan-

ie s , i nc l uding the Battal i on of Cade t s , wit h a ba t"t er y of art i l l ery , moved 

aga i nst the en emy. The skir mishe rs s00B beca me engaged. There vras rap i d 

firin g a ll a lo ng the li ne . The art ill ery s$ became eng aged , but t he 

en emy broug ht up t ro ops i n over v1helm i ng numbers and , aga i n th e Confeder at es 

were wi th draw n .to the r a ilro ad . The :b,edera l s now est ablished batter i es 

about a mile from the railro ad . Col. Edwards f ortif :ted h i s po s :i.ti on be-

h ind t he ra:i.l ro ad, esp ecia l ly n ear t h e t res tle and awai t ed t he at~ack of 

t he Fe a.ere ls. This was no t l ong del ayed . They moved for war d t wic~ 

during th e 9th , but each ti me W~ dr j_ven off with . great l oss by our well -

dj_rect ed fire of both inf an t ry and ar t :tll er y. The l os s of t he Feder a l s 
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in th e t wo engagements , the -7th and 9th , was esti mate d at 300. Aft er thi s 
C n,-,,t;:;..,.L:.L -· the th ey c-c~ ~,.:t ~·~,.~-~.c· ... •·:~ ~~J.1e :1·ts e 1 ,.~e s by kee ping up a steady fire on rail~ 

(UOad a ncl on our enc ampments i n the r ear . .On the . 25th of December 1 The 

Ci t ad el ·cadets . no w the entire Ba ttalion , was ordered to James Isl and and 

attached to Brigad i er-Genera l Stephen Ellio tt 's bri ga de or command. The 

offic ers of the Arsenal Acade my were now reman ded . to Columbia to t ak e 

ch a,:rge of . :c ,:s.'· · · 20 1 ;_;.i \ --:; ,constituting the · fou :1:th cl ass who went to report 

f or dut y Janu ary 1st , 1865 , about one hundr edf forty i n number. We were 

n earing the .clos e of the great strug gl es. Sherman was na rching his vas t 

army th rough South Carolina . Now wa s their opportunity to sh ow the first 

Stat e th a t dared to secede fro m·t he union, wh at war meant a s they cut a 

wide swath o f de solation t hrough h er richest te _rr:i. tory . The Sou th already 
e,,,/ . 

exhausted , yet -still loy a l to the princip Sll S for which sh e fo ught and 

suf iered , was witn essing t he advanc i ng ho sts of th e Federa l s as h er coils 

dre w tighter and tighter still until her "s trang le hold" was complete. 
sl . ..,........... 

Women and child .ren and fo r mer .sb l ves silent wi tn esses to the wan to n 

destruction wherever the invaders foot had pressed.Ch ar J..es ton, Fort Sumte r, 

J ames I sl and had. now, February 17th , 1865, been evac uated by the Confederat e 

f orce s . The Cit ade l Cadets for med a uni t of this comr:iand. Jo ining Gener a l 
I 

LPfO Hard u~ Corps , they passe d thro ugh Cheraw , s. c. and in to Nort h Caro li na , 

wher e they beca me an integra l par t of Gener a l Josp eh E. J ohnston t s commando 

The vanguard of Sher man ' s army was now nearing Colu mbia. Accompenyin g it 

was a vas t hor~e of ca mp follo wer s, stra gg l ers , robbers - i n fro nt of , on 

either fl ank and in the r ear , fattenin g on th e pr ey. On th e 10th of 

FebTu ar y 1965 . fo r the l as t ti me, the .Arsen·a 1 Cadets . Capt . Thomas command-

in g.1 were ca ll ed out .and,), pl ace d under Confed er a te Command . A deta.c l1ment 

was pl aced in ch ar g e of a small battery of Art ill ery gua rdin g the he ad of 

the b r id ge over the Congaree River , t he Colu mbia end of t he b ri dg e . This 

de tachment was with drawn after this bri dge vms bu rned by or der of the 
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·c0n federate Commander , .. Gener a l E. M. Law , a Citadel graduate , v;as 

appointed Provo st General over t he Ci ty and , the ·Arsenal ba de ts comprised 

his main Provost Guard . Gener a l She rman r s forces were nowt Februery 

16th , o~ the other side of ~he Congaree River fi r in g into th e City of 

Col umb ia where women and child ren were he lpl ess . The fi ring see med ~o be 

direct ed main l y against the St a te House bui l ding and against the bui l dings 

of the Arsenal Academy . The l atter were burned and with them were des troy-

ed i mportant archives of the Ci tade l and of th e Arsenal Academies . Thos e 

of th e Cit adel h a d be en sent there for sa fety. Above Col umbia , a pontoo n 

br idge was b eing l aid by the Fed er als, '. prepa ra tory to the ent ran ce of 

their t roops into Colu mbi a. Detachment of Cadat s under their four co m-

missioned of fi c ers , were pa trollin g th e city, qu i eting disorders and, pro-

tectin g property. This contin ued unt il n ear midnight of the 16th of 

February 1865. Order s had been rece iv ed to joi n Genera l Gar li ngt on 1 s 

c ommand attached to t ha t of General Beau r~gatd~ Our deta chmentSof Cadets 

were quickly dra wn in and , the Arsen a l Cadets , li ghtly equ i pped, le ft the 

city, t rave lin g in a Nor th Eas t er ly directi on to join th e retreating t ro op s6 

We were going in th e a ir ecti on of Cha.rlette i, N. C. •· .Before davm the City 

of Col umbia was in flames. The ho me of the writer had been pi erced_ by a. 

Par rott shell. While it fai l ed to explode, the marks of it s entrance 
mute l'!r a..-a.nd its exit lo ng remainec1 a "witness to the '!.:andG'l ism of t he J!'ederals. 

But why par ticu l arize and call up the ghos ts of t he dep a rted pa.stl 
o':7 / :,_ 

At Whit e Oaks ,o n t he C. c. & A. Rai lro a d , South of Cha.rl e,.,.,..t.G,,,"'l,., ou r 

command t urned Ea st war d, hopin g to esc ape Sherman r s advancing Cave.l ry . 

Cro ssing the Wate r ee River in t he ni ght , we marched the ne x t day to wards 

Lancaster. She r man ' s forcef.l t urned e.t the same point tha t we did and p 

W.:'?:B pushing our rear guard , as we mr.rched into Lancaster . Gen era l 

Garlington here turned the Ars ena l Corps over to Capt . J. P. Thom~s and 

t old him to see k their safety . Turning our course Northwestward we 
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marched into North Car olin a and eventually marched to-Charlotte. From 

this point we went to Chester , s . . c. th;i::s making an almosta.circle in our 

ma rch. Thence we mar.ched to Union and reaching Spar ta .nburg. reported to 

Gov. Magrat h. He ha d ordered us back into the St ate as a protection. · At 

this ti me .we were the only or gan ized miJ.itary command i n the St a te. From 

Spa~tanburg the command marched to Greenville. Here we built l og hou ses 

and were very co mfort a ble in our ne w encampment. Not long were we allowed 

to rer !lain thus. Rapidly the end was drawing ne a r. Lee surrendered on the 

9th of April.. His last batt le h ad be en fou gh t. General Grant gave 

liber Rl te rms . Genera l Joh nston surrendered on the 26th. J>r e si dent :J>&'V"M 

sought safety by leaving Richmond with most of his Cabinet and an escort. 

Stoppin g in Charlotte , he passed into §outh Carolin a and held hi s last 

Cab in et meeting in Abbeville, s. c • • then cro ssed the Savannah River 

i nto Georgia on the morning of May 4th. A lar ge detachment from General 

Ston eman ' s Cavalry was sent to overt ake and arrest t:he .President. The City 

of Greenville, S. c. was di rect ly in their li ne of march and pursu it. 

Capt. J. J>. Thomas . our commanding officer ·, ~vas asked by the c1 ty au ithorities 

not to make a stand against the r ai ders , fe aring retaliation. It was now 

the l ast of April. The city was i n great excite ment. The li ne of march 

was quic kly ta ken . At midnight, the Arsenal Cadets l eft Green vi lle and 

marched tovrarcl s the to wn of fli lliam s ton . The colu rrm was halted i n e. 

sr..elt ered l ane just after br eak of day . Ranks were bro ken but our arms 

were J.oaded and still in our h ands while we were waiting for a hasty br_eak-

:fas t. · Rer.1c,mber the ca dets were all young. 

been i n tr aining and none ov er ei ght ee n. 

Only four months had they 

Tired frcm r ap id marching and 

fro m the exc ite ment preceding it, many had fallen asleep ; sor.1e on r ai ls 

t aken from th e old 0ormfence bordering the l ane ; still 6thers on the bare 

ground, but st i 11 holo ing th e lr lo ac1ed rifles. Suddenly , Stoneman' s 

Cava l ry f ir ed a volley into us. The color ~£~~~~ raisea the flag e.nd_,~.; l.. '2~.r,•'-' '--
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v~~lcyi n:g Rround it while - seme protect~~ the r11selv es beh ~nd tree s and out-
. ~,_, L,,.,_,e,L I ~..,_-Jr;-

houses , the Cadets returnGd th e fire and ' I\ as was eJterwards l earned ; wi trr 

d-eadly - ef -:fe0t. . Certein it i s that , though t he cava l rymen hvn g on ou.r 

flan ks as we continued our march into Wi lliamston, t hey d i d not further 

molest us . We pass eel through the to wns of Bel ton and Gr ee nwood and. en-

camped i n the t ovm/ of Ninety Six. Af t er a short rest we marched on to 

Newberry where we established our camp. Here Capt. J .P . Thomas 

c or.1cunicat ed with Gov . Magrath , who was ~ i"h Columbia , by sending Lieut., 
. 1::,, . ,},-"' 

R. o. Sams to recount the events of t he pH st few days and , ask:i ~ further " . 

i nstructions. Adnii tted to the Governor i n hj s oft ice and· r epo rting 

to hirr the events that had tr ansp ired from the t ime the Cadets ~e ache d 

Greenvil l e to the t ime of t heir present encampment at Newberry, Govevhor 

Magrath ccnsidered carefully the situation end sent b ack t o Capt. J .P. 

Thornes written in st ruct:tons _. Actin g under thei::e orders from Gov. A. G6 

1'.'\agrath, our mil i tary chi ef' , the entire co mmand of Arsenal Cad e ts was 

fur l oughed fr or.i da te , lfay 9th , 1865, for sixty days . The c ommancl con~-

s i stea of Capt. J.P . Thomas , Lieut . J . B. Patrick, Lieut. A. J. Norris , 

Li eut . R. o. Se.ms and about on e hundred - forty Cadets ·~ Each was permitted 

t o keep his equ::i.prr.ent, arms , and amr:mni tion until cs.111ed for by t he Stateo 

This fur J.ough was a lo ng one. i nto over sixty - one 

ye ars o 

Thus practically was disb1 .rncled the l ast organized milit ar y co mmand 
I 

East of t he ~.1ississ i pp i n.iver th a t had b een an 1fntegral pa r t of the armies 

- of the Confederacy. Thus , in the rrar bet ween the States , "The Las t Shot 11 

was fired . by the Arsenal Cadets ana this after they were fired into by 

· a l arge det a-chment of the }1 ederal Cavalry o 

Look at it as we may , The :Batt a lion of State Ca dets , a milit ayy or-

gan i zat io n of the St a te of South Ca rolina, participated act iv e l y in the 

ev ents th at led up to th e l ast grea t stru gg les fo r State Sover e i gnt y, . 
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thro ughout th at stru gg l (;) and unti1 "The Las t Shot" was fi rea as t he 

cu rtain fell at the cl ~s e of The Gre a t Drama~ 

The wr iter was an active participant in the events na rr a t ed in th e 

t wo art icl es furnish ed at the requ es t of Col. o. J. Bond , President of 

The Ci ta.de 1. "The First Shot II and "The Las t Shot". Let me rec apitu l ate. 

Called out by Gov. F. w. Pic ken s, the Cit ade l Cade t s f ire d the fir st shot 

of th e War between the States, when "The Star ·· of th e West" was t urned ba ck 

i n h er a t tempt to reinfor ce J!"ort Sumter. And the Arsen a l Cadets f'i::: lcL:~ 

the l ast sho t as they r ep ellea th e attack made on th em by the Cava lry of 

Gene ra l Stoneman of th e :B,ederal Army. 



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHEROKEE

My grandfather, Lewis Reeve Sams, and his brother Berners Barnwell Sans o f

the town o f  Beaufort, S .  C .  married two s is ters ,  the  Misses Fr ipp,  o f  St .  Helena

Island. M y  grandmother's name was Sarah Fripp. M y  fa ther,  Miles Brewton Sams,

was the  second chi ld  o f  th is  union and was born Dec. 2 5 ,  1811; h i s  e lder  brother,

Lewis Reeve Sams, must have been born about 1809. T h e  marriage o f  my grandparents

on the paternal side must have been about the year 1807.

The other children from th is  union were Caroline Sams, who married James

Fripp; Stanhope Sams, who never married; Emily Sams, who never married; and Marion

W. Sams, who married Miss Lut ia  Duncan of  Barnwell, S .  C.

My father  and his  oldest brother Lewis were students together a t  the  old

South Carolina College and both graduated from th is  college. M y  fa ther  graduated

just a f t e r  the completion o f  the South Carolina Railway connecting Columbia with

Charleston. B o t h  my father  and Uncle Lewis attended the Charleston Medical College.

My father 's  health f a i l i n g ,  he had to  leave college the year he should have grad-

uated.

My fa ther,  Mi les Brewton Sams, and my mother, Caroline Matilda Oswald, were

married May 18, 1837 and l ived  during the ear ly  years o f  t h e i r  married l i f e  on

the island o f  Dothaw, not  f a r  from the island o f  S t .  Helena. T h i s  is land was

the property o f  my grandmother Sams and her only s is te r  a t  the time o f  th is

marriage.

My mother was born Sept. 8 ,  1818. S h e  was the  eldest ch i ld  o f  her parents,

Robert Oswald and Lavinia Chaplin. S h e  received her ear ly  education i n  the town

of Beaufort, S .  C .  L a t e r  she attended the f in ishing school o f  the Misses Odriskel l

in the c i t y  o f  Charleston, S .  C .  I t  was usual o f  that  time i n  Beaufort f o r  those

who could afford i t  t o  send t h e i r  daughters t o  Charleston t o  f in ish  t h e i r  studies

and add to  t h e i r  equipment f o r  l i f e .
tt

Bill Riski
Riski: this last sentence is not correct.

Bill Riski
Sep 1926
Autobiography by Robert Oswald Sams
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I  was t h e  second c h i l d  o f  my pa ren ts ,  and  was b o r n  Sept .  4 ,  1841 i n  t h e  town

o f  Beau fo r t ,  S .  C .  i n  t h e  home o f  my Aunt  Ca ro l i ne  F r i p p  on what i s  known as Sams'

po in t .  S o o n  a f t e r  t h i s  my g rand fa the r  b u i l t  a  house o n  one o f  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n s  o n

Lady's I s l a n d ,  s e t t l e d  t h e  same and w i t h  a  number o f  negro s laves  s t a r t e d  my f a t h e r

in  l i f e  as  a  p l a n t e r .  T h i s  f o r c e  was inc reased  b y  s laves  i n h e r i t e d  b y  my mother.

My grandmother Oswald and h e r  two s i s t e r s  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  known as J e r i c h o .

I t  i s  a  pen insu la r  n o t  f a r  f r om  t h e  p resen t  c i t y  o f  P o r t  Royal .  I t  f r o n t s  o n

Bat te ry  Creek which i s  a n  i n l e t  f r om P o r t  Royal  r i v e r  and which separa tes  J e r i c h o

from t h e  c i t y  o f  P o r t  Roya l .

On t h e  oppos i te  s i d e  o f  t h i s  p e n i n s u l a r  a r e  a  f ew  i s l a n d s  w i t h  a  s t r e t c h  o f

marsh l a n d ,  and  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  on  i s  Broad R i v e r  which i s  one arm o f  t h e  sea  t h a t

helps t o  make P o r t  Royal  i s l a n d .  M y  grandmother 's p o r t i o n  o f  J e r i c h o  was t h e

pen insu la r.  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  p a r t  neares t  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  P o r t  Royal  and t o  P a r r i s

I s l and .  O n  i t  was a  t w o  s t o r y  d w e l l i n g  w i t h  a l l  necessary o u t  b u i l d i n g s .  O f t e n

have I  been a  v i s i t o r  t h e r e  w h i l e  owned by  my grandmother, L a v i n i a  C h a p l i n  Oswald.

My grandmother had a t  l e a s t  two  s i s t e r s  and one b r o t h e r ,  Benjamin S.  C h a p l i n .

This b r o t h e r  d i d  n o t  own any p a r t  o f  Je r i cho .  S e e  S .  C .  E q u i t y  Reports Adams

vs Chap l i n  Vo l .  1  H i l l ' s  Chancery Reports.  O n e  s i s t e r ,  C e c i l i a  C.  C h a p l i n ,  I

t h i n k  mar r ied  a  b r o t h e r  o f  my g rand fa the r,  Rober t  Oswald. I  d o n ' t  remember h i s

C h r i s t i a n  name, Benjamin Oswald, b u t  t h e  home p lace  ad jo i ned  t h a t  o f  my g rand-

mother 's .  I  am quo t ing  f r om memory when I  s a y  t h a t  t h e  names o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n

were Benjamin Oswald, John  Oswald, Margare t  Oswald, Garvin ,  O s w a l d ,

Robert. A  second s i s t e r ,  Martha Chaplin,  owned the  adjoining p a r t  o f  Jer icho.

She married  B a y n a r d .  T w o  sons o f  t h i s  marriage were Thomas and

Calder. T h e  daughters were Ju l iana ,  Sarah, Tu l i e ,  E l i zabeth  and  B a y n a r d .

The l a t t e r  three married the  three  brothers o f  Thomas, Ben and Winnie Joe

Willingham. M y  grandfather Robert Oswald died p r a c t i c a l l y  a  young man. H e  and

my grandmother, Lav in ia  Chaplin,  must have been married about the  year  1817.
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T h e i r  c h i l d r e n  were  C a r o l i n e  M a t i l d a ,  t h e  e l d e s t ,  who  m a r r i e d  M i l e s  B r e w t o n  Sams;

Ann, who  m a r r i e d  R i c h a r d  Reyno lds ;  R o b e r t  who m a r r i e d  Anna Lawton ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r

o f  R o b e r t  L a w t o n ;  a n d  A d e l a i d e ,  who  m a r r i e d  H e n r y  C h o v i n .

The c h i l d r e n  b o r n  t o  my p a r e n t s  a r e  L e w i s  Reeve ;  R o b e r t  Oswald ;  Emma L a v i n i a ;

Mar ion W. ;  A n n a  E d i n g s ;  S a r a h  A d e l a i d e ;  R ichmond H e n r y ;  M i l e s  B r e w t o n ;  Duncan ;

and C a r o l i n e  M a t i l d a .  M y  p a r e n t s  l i v e d  a  number o f  y e a r s  o n  t h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  o n

Lady ' s  I s l a n d .  W h e n  t h e  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  were  o l d  enough t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l ,  t h e y

spent  some o f  t h e  w i n t e r  months t h e r e ,  b u t  d u r i n g  t h e  summer l i v e d  i n  a  r e n t e d

house i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  B e a u f o r t ,  S .  C .  T h i s  c o n t i n u e d  a  number o f  y e a r s  u n t i l  my

f a t h e r  pu rchased  a  house  a n d  l o t  i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  B e a u f o r t .  T h i s  house  was i n

f r o n t  o f  t h e  Bowers  B a r n w e l l  home. T h e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  a t t e n d i n g  l i v i n g  i n  one

place a n d  h a v i n g  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  a n o t h e r  and  o n  a  s e p a r a t e  i s l a n d ,

induced my f a t h e r  t o  s e l l  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  o n  L a d y ' s  I s l a n d  and  pu rchase  a  f a r m

on P o r t  R o y a l  I s l a n d .  T h i s  was n e a r l y  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  t o w n  o f  B e a u f o r t .  I t  p r o v e d

to  b e  t o o  s m a l l  f o r  h i s  f o r c e  o f  hands.  T h i s  h e  s o l d  and  b o u g h t  a  l a r g e r  a n d

much b e t t e r  p l a c e  a b o u t  f i v e  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  t o w n  and  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f

the i s l a n d .  T h i s  p l a c e  was named, " T h e  R e t r e a t "  and  f r o n t e d  o n  t h e  h i g h w a y  l e a d i n g

from B e a u f o r t  t o  J e r i c h o  and  The Tom Baynard  p l a n t a t i o n  o n  Broad  R i v e r .  M y

parents  a n d  c h i l d r e n  l i v e d  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  home i n  B e a u f o r t  and  my f a t h e r  w e n t

back a n d  f o r t h  t o  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  d i r e c t i n g  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h i s  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l

Nov. 1 8 6 1  when F o r t s  Beauregard  and  R i p l e y ,  o n e  o n  B a y  p o i n t ,  t h e  o t h e r  o n  H i l t o n

Head, g u a r d i n g  t h e  mouth o f  B road  R i v e r  a n d  t h e  w a t e r  r o u t e  t o  t h e  t o w n  o f

Beau fo r t ,  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  hands o f  t h e  U .  S .  f o r c e s  t h e n  a t  w a r  w i t h  t h e  seceded

and C o n f e d e r a t e  S t a t e s  o f  Amer i ca .

At  t h a t  t i m e  e v e r y  w h i t e  man o n  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  P o r t  R o y a l  s a v e  t w o ,  M r .  F y l e r ,

a n o r t h e r n  man a n d  a  merchan t  o f  t h e  t o w n  o f  B e a u f o r t ,  a n d  M r.  B a y n a r d ,  who  h a d

been a n  i n m a t e  o f  t h e  a s y l u m  f o r  t h e  i n s a n e  i n  Co lumb ia ,  r e f u g e e d  f r o m  t h e  i s l a n d .
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My f a t h e r  a n d  my m o t h e r  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  e x c e p t  L e w i s ,  t h e n  i n  t h e

s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y,  a n d  M a r i o n ,  t h e n  i n  t h e  C i t a d e l ,  a n d  m y s e l f ,  t e a c h -

i ng  a  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l  i n  Montgomery,  A l a . ,  r e f u g e e d  t o  L a w t o n v i l l e ,  S .  C .  a n d

occup ied  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  o f  my A u n t  A d e l a i d e  C h o v i n .  A f t e r  g e t t i n g  h i s

f a m i l y  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  s a f e t y  my f a t h e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  i s l a n d

and b r o u g h t  away  some o f  t h e  n e g r o  s l a v e s ,  a  h o r s e  o r  t w o ,  p r o b a b l y  a  wagon a n d

a f e w  f a r m i n g  i m p l e m e n t s .  H e  r e n t e d  a  f a r m  a n d  t r i e d  t o  make a  l i v i n g  f o r  h i s

f a m i l y .  P r e v i o u s  t o  t h i s ,  m y  b r o t h e r  L e w i s  was  a  s t u d e n t  a t  Furman U n i v e r s i t y ,

G r e e n v i l l e ,  S .  C .  a n d  t h e n  was a  s t u d e n t  o f  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Va .  a t  C h a r l o t t e s -

v i l l e ,  V a . ,  a n d  my  s i s t e r  Emma was a  s t u d e n t  a t  G r e e n v i l l e  C o l l e g e ,  t h e n  u n d e r

the d i r e c t i o n  o f  M r .  A u g u s t i n e  Duncan a n d  my u n c l e  M a r i o n  W. Sams.

I  a t t e n d e d  f i r s t  t h e  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  t o w n .  I  w e l l  remember  M r s .

W i l s o n  who  t a u g h t  t h e  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  ( b o y s  a n d  g i r l s )  a n d  M r .  W i l s o n  who  t a u g h t

the y o u n g  men.  A  l i t t l e  l a t e r  o n  I  a t t e n d e d  t h e  s c h o o l  t a u g h t  b y  R e v.  J u l i u s  J .

Sams. T h e n  I  a t t e n d e d  t h e  H i g h  S c h o o l  o r  B e a u f o r t  C o l l e g e  t a u g h t  b y  R e v.  F i e l d i n g

and W e l l s .  A f t e r w a r d s  b y  F i e l d i n g  and  Ward low.

My g r a n d f a t h e r  Sams d i e d  t h i s  y e a r  1856  o r  p e r h a p s  1 8 5 5 .  H e  h a d  b u i l t  a

m a g n i f i c e n t  r e s i d e n c e  o n  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  commanding s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  t o w n .  A f t e r

the d e a t h  o f  my g r a n d m o t h e r  ( M i s s  F r i p p ) ,  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ,  h e  m a r r i e d  M i s s  F u l l e r ,

a s i s t e r  o f  D r .  R i c h a r d  F u l l e r .  R e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h i s  u n i o n  w e r e  b o r n  E l i z a b e t h

( B e t ) ,  R i c h a r d  F u l l e r  a n d  Thomas Sams. M y  g r a n d f a t h e r  a n d  f a m i l y  o c c u p i e d  t h i s

f i n e  r e s i d e n c e  w h e r e  h e  d i e d .  H e  owned f o u r  o r  f i v e  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s  a l l  w e l l

equ ipped a n d  owned many s l a v e s .  T h e  H e r m i t a g e  n e a r l y  j o i n e d  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s

o f  t h e  t o w n ,  t h e n  came R e e d ' s  F a r m ,  t h e n  The  C o t t a g e ,  a l l  r e a c h i n g  f r o m  B e a u f o r t

R i v e r  i n  f r o n t  t o  a  r i v e r  i n  t h e  b a c k .  T h u s  h i s  l a n d s  r e a c h e d  n e a r l y  t o  O l d  F o r t

t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  t o w n  o f  P o r t  R o y a l .  O n e  h a l f  o f  t h e  v a l u a b l e  i s l a n d  Do thaw was

a l s o  h i s .  I t  was  t h i s  y e a r  1 8 5 6  t h a t  I  r e c e i v e d  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  a  c a d e t s h i p  a t
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the South Carol ina M i l i t a r y  Academy, w i t h  orders t o  repor t  t o  Col .  C .  C .  Te r o ,

Supt. o f  the Arsenal Academy a t  Columbia, January 1 s t ,  1857.  T h i s  order  I  obeyed.

Thus began my m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g .  C a p t .  C .  C .  Tero  ( n o t  then Colonel) was Supt.

and Prof .  o f  French. L i e u t .  John P ier re  Thomas was P r o f .  o f  English, and L ieu t .

Kennedy, P r o f .  o f  Mathematics. Perhaps  not  more than one t h i r d  o f  those who

matriculated a t  the  Arsenal succeeded i n  passing t h e i r  examinations and entered

The Ci tadel  Academy January 1s t  1858. I  here r e l a t e  a  l i t t l e  inc ident  t o  s e t

forth the  s t r i c t  m i l i t a r y  d isc ip l ine  t o  which the  cadets were subjected and under

which they maintained as so ld ie rs .  A b o u t  130 entered each year  a t  t h e  Arsenal.

The three  o r  f o u r  Professors could not possibly d r i l l  and prepare f o r  t h e  School

of the Company, i n  the  t ime a l l o t t e d ,  t h i s  raw, heterogeneous mass o f  young man-

hood drawn from almost every walk o f  l i f e  i n  the  S ta te .  I t  was then customary

for the Supt.  t o  d e t a i l  th ree  o r  four  o f  the class j u s t  leaving t o  re tu rn  and

assist i n  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  I  was a  sergeant i n  my class ( t h e r e  were no commissioned

officers t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ) .  December was our  vacation. J u s t  before leav ing  f o r

home, Capt.  Te r o  sent f o r  me t o  come t o  h is  o f f i c e .  W h e n  I  reported t o  him, h e

said, "Sergt .  Sams, I  wish you t o  re turn  the f i r s t  o f  January and ass is t  us ( t h e

Profs.) i n  d r i l l i n g  and

of keeping a  good stand

form th is  duty  would be

getting i n t o  shape the  incoming c lass . "  I  was ambitious

in my class and f e l t  t h a t  t o  re turn  t o  Columbia and per-

to my detriment, even though i t  was an  honor t o  be so

selected. I  d id  not  then know t h a t  i n  m i l i t a r y  parlance a  request was a  command.

So, I  rep l ied:  " C a p t . ,  I  do not  leave f o r  home u n t i l  morning, l e t  me t h i n k  over

this tonight  and give you my answer i n  the morning." C a p t .  Tero  s a t  e rec t  i n

his cha i r  and rep l ied:  " S e r g t .  Sams, you e i t h e r  re turn  t o  Columbia and ass is t

us i n  our work o r  you leave the  i n s t i t u t i o n . "  O f  course I  reported f o r  duty.

But i t  d id  work against me i n  keeping my stand i n  my c lass.  F o r  s i x  weeks o r

two months t h e  other  members o f  the  class were moving forward, wh i le  I  was t r y i n g

to keep up.
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A f t e r  per fo rming  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  " d r i l l  mas te r "  as r e q u i r e d  o f  me and a s s i s t i n g

in g e t t i n g  t h e  4 t h  c l a s s  o f  1858 i n  shape t o  be handled b y  t h e  Pro fessors  a t  t h e

Arsenal ,  I  was a l l owed  t o  r e j o i n  my c lass  a t  t h e  C i t a d e l  a t  Char les ton .  T h e

M i l i t a r y  Academy o f  S .  C .  was now v e r y  popu la r  as  a n  educa t iona l  c e n t e r.  Q u i t e

a number o f  young men, m a i n l y  f rom Char leston,  were  admi t t ed  t o  membership i n

the t h i r d  (my own) c l a s s .  M a j o r  F.  W. Capers was t h e n  Super in tendent .  H i s

youngest b r o t h e r  E l l i s o n ,  who had j u s t  graduated,  was a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r.  T h e r e

was g r e a t  r i v a l r y  between t h e  two l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s  f o r  membership. I  j o i n e d

the Po ly techn ic  and a  l i t t l e  o v e r  t h ree  years  l a t e r  rece i ved  f rom i t  my d ip loma,

which I  now ho ld  and h i g h l y  esteem.

Nothing o f  momentous i n t e r e s t  occurred du r i ng  t h i s  y e a r  1858 t o  me o r  t h e

progress o f  ou r  s t u d i e s .  A t  t h e  c lose  o f  t h i s  s c h o l a s t i c  yea r  I  ma in ta ined  my

stand i n  my c l ass  and w i t h  o t h e r  members, we were now t h e  second c l a s s .  T h e

m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  was even more exac t i ng  and d i s c i p l i n e  co r respond ing ly  severe .

Instead o f  g radua t ing  i n  December, t h e  sess ion  was lengthened f r om  f o u r  months.

Graduation was now i n  A p r i l .  O u r  vaca t ion  was i n  mid summer. T h e  two  M i l i t a r y

Academies were t h e  d e p o s i t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  equipment o f  t h e  S t a t e .  A t  a l l

times t h e y  were s t r i c t l y  guarded. I  served my t ime  on  guard even d u r i n g  my v a -

ca t ion  i n  J u l y.  S i n c e  A p r i l  1859 we were members o f  t h e  second c l a s s .  B u t  our

numbers were f ewe r,  many hav ing f a i l e d  t o  pass examinat ions.  T h i s  was a  very

prof i table year  from the stand

(Page 18 missing)

representative o f  a  l i t e r a r y  event t o  be held  i n  publ ic .  T h e  meeting o f  the

National Democratic Convention was h e l d  i n  Charleston t h i s  year  1860. C o u n t r y,

State and C i ty  were s t i r r e d .  W h i l e  t h e  cadets could at tend but  few o f  these

sessions, we saw and heard enough t o  know t h a t  there  was danger ahead.

The e lec t ion  i n  Nov. 1860 o f  Abraham Lincoln,  o f  the  Republican p a r t y,  t o

be President o f  the U.  S .  s t i r r e d  South Carolina as perhaps she had never before
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been s t i r r e d .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  S t a t e  m e t  i n

December i n  C h a r l e s t o n  ( T h e  S e c e s s i o n  C o n v e n t i o n )  t o  d e c i d e  o n  w h a t  t o  d o .  A f t e r

some d a y s  i n  f i e r y ,  h e a t e d  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  a d j o u r n e d  t o  C o l u m b i a ,  w h e r e

Jan. 2 0 t h  was  p a s s e d  t h e  f a m o u r  O r d i -

(Pages 2 0 ,  2 1 ,  2 2 ,  2 3  m i s s i n g )

lowed t o  s a l u t e  t h e i r  f l a g .  T h r o u g h  t h e  f o u r  y e a r s  a n d  f o u r  mon ths  o r  u n t i l

February  1 7 t h  1 8 6 5  t h e  comb ined  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  U .  S .  b y  l a n d  a n d  s e a  c o u l d  n o t

w r e s t  i t  f r o m  u s .

I  h a d  engaged  t o  t e a c h  a t  S u m m e r v i l l e ,  n e a r  C h a r l e s t o n  w i t h  M r .  G a d s d e n .

Here I  c o n t i n u e d  a  f e w  m o n t h s .  T h e n  w i t h  M r .  O .  M o r t i m e r  R o b e r t s  a n d  M r .  F o r d

we c o n d u c t e d  a  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l  a t  Mon tgomery,  A l a .  I  was engaged  i n  t h i s  w o r k

when Commodore D u p o n t  o n  N o v.  7 ,  1 8 6 1  c a p t u r e d  F o r t  B e a u r e g a r d  a n d  F o r t  R i p l e y ;

one o n  B a y  P o i n t ,  t h e  o t h e r  o n  H i l t o n  Head,  b u i l t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e

town o f  B e a u f o r t .  T h i s  opened  u p  t h e  way  t o  t h e  t o w n  a n d  p u t  t h e  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s

i n  c o n t r o l  n o t  o n l y  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  P o r t  R o y a l  b u t  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  o u t l y i n g

i s l a n d s  -  a  r i c h  h a u l .

Every  w h i t e  c i t i z e n  s a v e  t w o  h u r r i e d l y  l e f t  t h e  i s l a n d .  M y  f a t h e r ,  m y

mother  a n d  s e v e n  o f  t h e  t e n  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  among t h i s  l a r g e  n u m b e r.  A f t e r  t a k i n g

h i s  f a m i l y  t o  t h e  home o f  my a u n t  A d e l a i d e ,  M r s .  H e n r y  C h o v i n ,  n e a r  L a w t o n v i l l e ,

S. C . ,  a b o u t  5 0  m i l e s  d i s t a n t ,  m y  f a t h e r  now f i f t y  y e a r s  o l d  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s

p l a n t a t i o n  a n d  t o  B e a u f o r t ,  s e c u r e d  a  f e w  v a l u a b l e s ,  a  f e w  o f  t h e  n e g r o e s  w h o

wanted t o  accompany h i m ,  a  wagon a n d  a  h o r s e  o r  t w o  a n d  r e j o i n e d  t h e  f a m i l y .  H e

had made a n d  h a r v e s t e d  a  l a r g e  c r o p  o f  c o t t o n  a n d  p r o v i s i o n s .  A l l  o f  t h i s  was

l e f t  b e h i n d  -  a  t o t a l  l o s s .  S o  a l s o  was i t  w i t h  t h e  home i n  B e a u f o r t ,  w i t h  a l l

o f  i t s  f u r n i s h i n g s .  T h e  R e t r e a t  was  t h e  name o f  o u r  p l a n t a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  n e g r o e s

gave i t  i n  a s  " T h e  S t r e e t " ,  a n d  s o  i t  was  e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  r e c o r d .
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My o l d e s t  b r o t h e r ,  L e w i s ,  w a s  t h e n  i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  A r m y,  a  member o f  t h e

B e a u f o r t  A r t i l e r y .  M y  b r o t h e r  M a r i o n  was t h e n ,  o r  some a f t e r w a r d ,  a l s o  i n  t h e

C o n f e d e r a t e  A r m y,  a  member o f  C a p t .  K i r k s  C a v a l r y  Company. I t  was  t h e n  a  b u r n -

i n g  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  my  f a t h e r  how t o  s u p p o r t  w i f e  a n d  s e v e n  c h i l d r e n ,  f o u r  o f  t h e m

g i r l s .  E v e n  t h e  s e r v a n t s  who  f o l l o w e d  h i m  h a d  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t .

F o r t u n a t e l y  rooms w e r e  f u r n i s h e d  me a t  t h e  C i t a d e l ,  m y  expenses  l i g h t .  E v e r y

d o l l a r  o f  my s a l a r y  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  s p a r e d  I  s e n t  t o  my  f a t h e r w h i c h  e n a b l e d  h i m  t o

t i d e  o v e r  t h e s e  t r y i n g  y e a r s .

The f a m i l y  moved u p  t o  B a r n w e l l  i n  1 8 6 4 ,  w h e r e  l i v e d  my g r a n d m o t h e r  M r s .

H. D .  D u n c a n .  T h e y  w e r e  t h e r e  i n  J a n u a r y  1 8 6 5  when G e n l .  Sherman  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h

i n  F e b y.  F e a r i n g  i l l  t r e a t m e n t  a t  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  m y  f a t h e r  t o o k  my

t h r e e  o l d e r  s i s t e r s  a h e a d  o f  t h e  a d v a n c i n g  a r m y  a n d  f o u n d  a  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  i n

C h e s t e r ,  S .  C .  H e r e  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  somet ime  a f t e r  L e e ' s  s u r r e n d e r ,  w h e n

t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  B a r n w e l l .  H a r d s h i p s  many t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e d  b u t  now h a p p y  now

even i n  t h e i r  p o v e r t y .  S o o n  t h e  f a m i l y  moved o u t  a b o u t  t e n  m i l e s  f r o m  B a r n w e l l

and engaged  i n  f a r m i n g .  A b o u t  1 8 6 6  o r  6 7  my  b r o t h e r  L e w i s  p u r c h a s e d  a  f a r m  a t

E r w i n t o n  a b o u t  f o u r  m i l e s  f r o m  A l l e n d a l e ,  S .  C .  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  moved t h e r e  i n

t h e i r  own home. I t  was  among r e l a t i v e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  a n d  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  c u l t u r e

and r e f i n e m e n t .  H e r e  I  l e a v e  t h e  f a m i l y  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  t a k e  u p  anew t h e

sketch o f  my own l i f e .  T e a c h e r s  were  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  C i t a d e l  t o  t h e  A r s e n a l ,

or f r o m  t h e  A r s e n a l  t o  t h e  C i t a d e l  j u s t  where t h e y  were needed most .  I n  1 8 6 4

I  was a t  t h e  A r s e n a l  i n  Co lumb ia  a n d  t h e r e  m e t  M i s s  Emmie R o b e r t s .  S h e  was t h e

o l d e s t  s i s t e r  o f  my f r i e n d  0 .  M .  R o b e r t s ,  who was a  member o f  my c l a s s  a t  t h e

C i t a d e l  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  me i n  t e a c h i n g  and  d r i l l i n g  a t  t h e  F o r d

M i l i t a r y  School  i n  Montgomery, A l a .  T h e  f a m i l y  had r e f u g e e d  t o  G r e e n v i l l e ,  S .  C .

but w e r e  soon t o  move t o  T e l d e r v i l l e ,  S .  C .  i n  Orangeburg County  about  t w e n t y

mi les  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t .

Mort imer Rober ts  w r o t e  t o  m e ' t h a t  h i s  s i s t e r s  Emmie a n d  Wi lhe lmina  ( M i n a )
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would soon be on a  v i s i t  the  Greggs i n  Columbia, and would be glad f o r  me t o

v i s i t  them. T h i s  I  d id  and thus began an acquaintance t h a t  soon ripened i n t o

friendship. Emmie and I  became engaged i n  the winter  o f  1863 and 1864 and were

married a t  her  mother's home i n  Orangeburg May 25,  1864,  a  happy union, a  f r u i t f u l

l i f e .  T h i s  i s  the  14th o f  June 1926. M o r e  than sixty-two years have passed since

that morning. Ye a r s  f u l l  o f  happiness interspersed with sorrows; many changes,

v i t a l  struggles,  but  I  can and now do thank God f o r  them a l l  as we were under His

guiding hand. G o d  ca l led  her Mar. 2 ,  1898. S h e  went t o  Him and l e f t  me desolate

but wi th  hope br ight  and unfal ter ing.  I  thank God f o r  Emmie, her  girlhood l i f e ,

our blended l i ves ;  f o r  the children He has given us; f o r  His loving-kindness and

tender mercies. G l o r y  be t o  His name.

As I  wr i te  these l ines  while musing over the past ,  my heart  i s  very  tender.

Separated twenty-eight years I  look forward t o  the  t ime when our s p i r i t s  w i l l  be

reunited.

We were married before daylight o f  the morning o f  the 25th o f  May 1864. T h e

early hour was i n  consequence o f  having t o  t rave l  twenty miles i n  a  carr iage t o

meet the  morning t r a i n  a t  Orangeburg going from Columbia t o  Charleston. W e  were

on our way t o  v i s i t  my fa ther  and mother and t h e i r  fami ly,  then near Lawtonvil le,

S. C . ,  now near the town o f  E s t i l l .  M y  grandmother's carr iage,  Mrs. H .  D .  Duncan,

l iv ing i n  Barnwell, S .  C .  met us i n  Blackvi l le ,  t e n  miles from Barnwell. I t  was

a f u l l  two hours dr ive  over a  sandy road. W e  were most h e a r t i l y  welcomed and

royally entertained. W e  were t o  spend three o r  four  days here; then go on t o  my

father's.  T h i s  v i s i t  was shortened by a message from my mother tha t  my young

brother, M. B .  Sams, J r . ,  was very  i l l  and asking t h a t  we hurry down. T h e  d i s -

tance i s  about 45 miles.  B r e w  was then nearly ten years o f  age. H e  had gone

into a  nearby m i l l  pond bathing i n  the heat o f  the day. S o o n  afterwards he was

taken v io len t ly  s ick.  A u n t  Martha Baynard then i n  Barnwell v i s i t i n g  my grand-
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m o t h e r,  h e r  s i s t e r .  S h e  was n e e  M a r t h a  C h a p l i n .  S h e  k e p t  a  c a r r i a g e  a n d  a  p a i r

o f  h o r s e s  a n d  a  coachman ( W i l l i a m ) .  S h e  i n s i s t e d  o n  t a k i n g  u s  i n  h e r  c a r r i a g e  t o

my f a t h e r ' s .  W e  s t o p p e d  f o r  d i n n e r  a t  t h e  home o f  C o u s i n  T u l i e  ( C e c i l i a )  W i l l i n g -

ham ( M r s .  To m  W i l l i n g h a m  -  a  d a u g h t e r  o f  A u n t  M a r t h a .  A n o t h e r  d a u g h t e r  B e t  -

Cous in  E l i z a b e t h -  h a d  m a r r i e d  M r .  B e n  W i l l i n g h a m ,  a  b r o t h e r  o f  To m . )

Reaching my  f a t h e r ' s  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  we f o u n d  t h e  home o n e  o f  m o u r n i n g .

My b r o t h e r  B r e w  h a d  d i e d  s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  T r u l y  j o y  a n d  s o r r o w  a r e  t w i n  s i s t e r s .

The n e x t  d a y  we l a i d  t h e  b o d y  t o  r e s t  i n  t h e " c i t y  o f  t h e  d e a d "  a d j o i n i n g  t h e

L a w t o n v i l l e  c h u r c h .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  b r e a k  i n  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  t e n  c h i l d r e n .

We r e m a i n e d  h e m  perhaps  a  m o n t h ,  when  we t u r n e d  o u r  f a c e s  t o w a r d  w h a t  was t o

be o u r  new home i n  C o l u m b i a .  F i r s t  we s t o p p e d  i n  B a r n w e l l ,  t h e n  i n  O r a n g e b u r g  a t

the  home o f  M r s .  R o b e r t s .  F r o m  t h e r e  we w e n t  t o  C o l u m b i a  i n  t i m e  t o  t a k e  u p  my

d u t i e s  a t  t h e  A r s e n a l .  I  h a d  s e c u r e d  b o a r d  a t  t h e  home o f  M r s .  M a t t h e w s ,  j u s t

d i a g o n a l l y  a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e  A r s e n a l .  H e r e  we w e r e  m o s t  k i n d l y  r e c e i v e d  a n d  h e r e

we f o u n d  a  r e a l  home.  I t  was d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r  t h a t  Emmie ' s  b r o t h e r  M o r t i m e r

e n t e r e d  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  S e r v i c e  a n d  was a s s i g n e d  t o  d u t y  i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S .  C .

I n  a  f e w  mon ths  h e  c o n t r a c t e d  y e l l o w  f e v e r  a n d  d i e d .  H i s  b o d y  was b u r i e d  n e a r

C h a r l e s t o n  i n  t h e  c e m e t e r y  where  r e s t  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  many s o l d i e r s  w h o  g a v e  t h e i r

l i v e s  f o r  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .

M o r t i m e r  was  t h e  m a i n  s t a y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  c o n s i s t i n g  now s i n c e  Emmie ' s  m a r r i a g e

o f  h i s  m o t h e r ;  W i l h e l m i n a ;  M a t t i e ;  C h a r l i e ;  a n d  T u l i e .  T h e  h u s b a n d  a n d  f a t h e r

had d i e d  some t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y .  M y  m a r r i a g e  t o  Emmie a n d  t h e  d e a t h

o f  Mor t imer  changed t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  my l i f e .  I  f e l t  now t h a t  I  h a d  a n o t h e r  f a m i l y

by God's g r a c e  t o  h e l p  i n  r e a r i n g .  C h a r l i e  was b u t  a  y o u t h ,  perhaps  e l e v e n  y e a r s

of  a g e .  T h e  promise  o f  h i s  y o u t h  was f u l f i l l e d  i n  l a t e r  l i f e .  H e  m e t  e v e r y  s i t -

ua t ion  w i t h  a  man's  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  f i l l e d  w e l l  h i s  p l a c e  i n  l i f e ,  a n d  when h e

died ,  a f t e r  r e a r i n g  ( l e a v i n g )  a  s p l e n d i d  f a m i l y  o f  e l e v e n  c h i l d r e n ,  l e f t  a  name

honored b y  a l l  who were  f o r t u n a t e  t o  know h im.
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My d u t i e s  a t  t h e  A r s e n a l  t o o k  a l l  o f  my t i m e  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  u n i n t e r r u p t e d

u n t i l  N o v.  w h e n  we c a l l e d  i n t o  t h e  a c t i v e  f i e l d  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y  a s

n a r r a t e d  i n  a n  a d d r e s s  made t o  t h e  l o c a l  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  U . D . C .  w h i c h  becomes a

p a r t  o f  t h i s  s k e t c h .  I  may  a d d  j u s t  h e r e  t h a t  w h i l e  i n  camp i n  t h e  m o n t h  o f

December, o n  t h e  E a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  Coosawha tch ie  t r e s t l e  o v e r  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n  a n d

Savannah r a i l r o a d .  T h e  U .  S .  T r o o p s  f r o m  t h e i r  b a t t e r i e s  l o c a t e d  w e s t  o f  t h i s

t r e s t l e  f i r e d  n i g h t  a n d  d a y  i n t o  o u r  camp.  O n e  c a d e t  named P a l m e r  l o s t  h i s  l e f t

hand f r o m  a  P a r r o t t  s h e l l  w h i l e  h e  was r e t u r n i n g  a  b o r r o w e d  f r y i n g  p a n  t o  a n o t h e r

mess. I t  i s  a  c r e e p y  f e e l i n g  t h a t  passes  o v e r  y o u  w h i l e  y o u  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  s l e e p

t o  h e a r  t h e  s c r e e c h  o f  a  s h e l l .

I t  was  f o r t u n a t e  f o r  u s  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  M r .  T .  A .  W i l b u r  moved f r o m

C h a r l e s t o n  t o  C o l u m b i a .  H e  h a d  m a r r i e d  a  c o u s i n  o f  Emmie, m y  w i f e .  S h e  was  a

Miss C u t t i n o .  E m m i e  c a l l e d  h e r  C o u s i n  Bee .  T h e y  w e r e  f r i e n d s  t o  u s .  O n  She rman ' s

approach t o  C o l u m b i a ,  a n d  j u s t  b e f o r e  I  h a d  t o  l e a v e  w i t h  t h e  c a d e t  t r o o p s ,  t h e y

i n v i t e d  Emmie t o  become a n  i n m a t e  o f  t h e i r  home. T h u s  was  m y  m i n d  p r a c t i c a l l y

r e l i e v e d  d u r i n g  my e n f o r c e d  absence .  W e  c a n  n e v e r  r e p a y  s u c h  a c t s  o f  k i n d n e s s

and h o s p i t a l i t y .  I t  i s  t r u e  we w e r e  t h e n  k e e p i n g  h o u s e  i n  w e l l  f u r n i s h e d  rooms

and i n  a  s p l e n d i d  h o u s e ,  b u t  i t  was n e a r  t h e  A r s e n a l  a n d  t h e  U .  S .  T r o o p s  seemed

to  t a k e  d e l i g h t  i n  d i r e c t i n g  t h e i r  f i r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  A r s e n a l .  O u r  home was i n

l i n e  w i t h  t h i s  t a r g e t ,  t h e  A r s e n a l ,  a n d  was p i e r c e d  b y  o n e  o f  t h e i r  s h e l l s .  I t

was d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r  t h a t  I  j o i n e d  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  i n  C o l u m b i a ,  a n d  was

b a p t i z e d  b y  D r .  B r e a k e r ,  t h e  p a s t o r .  B e f o r e  t h i s  h e  h a d  b e e n  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t

church  i n  B e a u f o r t .  D r .  W i l l i a m s  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y  h a d  b e e n  d o i n g  t h e  p r e a c h i n g .

Whi le  I  e n j o y e d  v e r y  much t h e  f i n e  s e r m o n s  h e  p r e a c h e d ,  i t  was  n o t  t h e n  t h a t  I

was c o n v e r t e d ,  b u t  f u l l y  t e n  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s .  T h a t  was  u n d e r  t h e  p r e a c h i n g  o f  D r .

Teasda le ,  a n d  E v a n g e l i s t .  M y  p a r e n t s  t h o u g h t  I  was t o o  y o u n g  t o  j o i n  t h e  church

anc a d v i s e d  me t o  w a i t .  I  have  e v e r  t h o u g h t  t h a t  was v e r y  dangerous.  A t  t h a t
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f o r m a t i v e  p e r i o d  o f  l i f e  f r o m  t e n  t o  t w e n t y ,  y o u t h  needs  a n c h o r a g e  a n d  t h e r e  i s

n o t h i n g  e q u a l  t o  t h e  " a n c h o r  w i t h i n  t h e  v e i l " .  I  t h a n k  God t h a t  t h e  a n c h o r  s t i l l

h o l d s .

The 1 7 t h  o f  F e b y.  1 8 6 5  was  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  s e a s o n  o f  h a r d s h i p s  a n d  t r i a l s .

W h i l e  I  h a v e  g i v e n  a n  o u t l i n e  o f  w h a t  happened be tween  t h i s  d a t e  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e

f u r l o u g h  g r a n t e d  t h e  A r s e n a l  C a d e t  C o r p s  May  9 ,  4 6 5 ,  b u t  some n o t i c e  m i g h t  b e

taken  o f  e v e n t s  m o r e  p e r s o n a l  i n  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r .  A f t e r  o u r  w i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  g u a r d -

i ng  t h e  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  Congaree  R i v e r  I  was p l a c e d  i n  c h a r g e  o f  a  p l a t o o n  o f

cade ts  t o  p a t r o l  M a i n  S t r e e t  i n  C o l u m b i a  f r o m  t h e  C i t y  H a l l  t o  t h e  C a p i t o l  b u i l d -

i n g .  A  m o t l e y  c r o w d  o f  camp f o l l o w e r s ,  d e s p e r a d o s ,  t h i e v e s ,  w e r e  f l o c k i n g  i n t o

the  c i t y  t o  b r e a k  i n t o  s t o r e s  a n d  e v e n  i n v a d e  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e  home.  C a l l s  f o r

h e l p  w e r e  f r e q u e n t .  S e v e r a l  t i m e s  d i d  I  h a v e  t o  g i v e  t h e  command " c h a r g e  b a y o n e t "

and e v e n  t h r e a t e n  t o  f i r e .  T h u s  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  w e r e  t h e y  r e s t r a i n e d .  I n  t h e

a f t e r n o o n  t h e  c r o w d  was s o  g r e a t  a n d  s o  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h a t  t h e  c a d e t s  w e r e  c o n c e n -

t r a t e d  a n d  i n  l i n e  w i t h  l o a d e d  g u n s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  C i t y  H a l l .  I n f l a m e d  b y

w h i s k e y  a n d  maddened b y  u n e x p e c t e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  l o o t i n g  o f  t h e  c i t y  t h e

mob t r i e d  t o  r i d e  o v e r  u s  a n d  we h a d  t o  assume t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  " c h a r g e  b a y o n e t s "

t o  i n s u r e  p r o t e c t i o n .  A t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  G e n l .  E .  M .  L a w,  P r o v o s t  M a r s h a l ,  came

from h i s  o f f i c e ,  a n d  wounded a s  h e  w a s ,  w i t h  o n e  a r m  s t i l l  i n  a  s l i n g ,  came

th rough  o u r  r a n k s ,  a n d ,  a d v a n c i n g  o n  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  mob,  w h o  was o n  h o r s e b a c k ,

w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  s e i z e d  t h e  l e a d e r ,  d r a g g e d  h i m  f r o m  h i s  h o r s e ,  a n d ,  u n d e r

guard s e n t  h i m  t o  a n d  l o c k e d  h i m  u p  i n  j a i l .  T h u s  o n e  b r a v e  man q u e l l e d  a t  l e a s t

t e m p o r a r i l y  a  mob.  T h a t  n i g h t  t h e  c i t y  o f  C o l u m b i a  was  s e t  o n  f i r e  i n  a  number

o f  p l a c e s .  T h e  heavens  w e r e  l i g h t e d  u p  a n d  f r o m  o u r  camp we w e r e  e y e w i t n e s s e s

o f  t h i s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  a t r o c i t i e s  o f  t h e  w a r .

E a r l y  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  we resumed  o u r  m a r c h ,  a n d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  b l e a k ,  d a r k  and

d r e a r y,  w i t h  Sherman's c a v a l r y  i n  p u r s u i t ,  w e  c rossed  t h e  Wateree  R i v e r  b e f o r e

going i n  t o  camp. N o  supper  t h a t  n i g h t ,  b u t  w e t  a n d  w e a r y,  n e a r  exhausted ,  w e

s l e p t  anyway.
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The nex t  day found us i n  t he  town o f  Lancaster.  F r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  we marched

in to  Nor th  Caro l ina .  H e r e  we passed through a  sand h i l l  coun t r y.  I t  looked t o

be as poo r  as t h e  poores t .  S i n c e  which t ime we have found i t  t o  be t h e  home o f

the Peach. A f t e r  a  w h i l e  we passed i n t o  a  go ld  min ing sec t i on ,  where en te rp r i se

was aboard.  T h e  governor had ordered us back i n t o  South Caro l ina .  W e  tu rned

our faces towards C h a r l o t t e ,  t h e  Headquarters o f  Genl.  Beauregard. N e a r i n g  t h e

c i t y  I  advanced ahead o f  t he  command. I n  un i form I  was advancing up t h e  main

s t ree t  when I  was h a l t e d  and asked f o r  my passport .  O f  course I  had none and

although I  t o l d  t h e  sergeant  t h a t  I  was b u t  a  s h o r t  d is tance  ahead o f  my command,

nothing would a v a i l  b u t  t h a t  I  must go t o  t he  o f f i c e  o f  t he  p rovos t .  T o  h im I

explained who I  was, why I  was t h e r e  and t h a t  my command was even then  i n  t h e

c i t y .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  R o l i n  K i r k ,  connected w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  and  who had been a

classmate o f  mine i n  Beaufor t ,  recognized me and vouched f o r  t h e  accuracy o f  my

statement. T h u s  was I  s e t  a t  l i b e r t y  and soon re j o i ned  my command. T h u s  was I

i n i t i a t e d  i n t o  t h e  ways o f  Char lo t te .

From t h i s  p o i n t  Gov. Magrath ordered us t o  r e p o r t  t o  h im a t  Spartanburg.

For tunate ly  t he  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  was i n  f a i r  cond i t i on  as f a r  as Chester.  H e r e

then we t o o k  t he  t r a i n  and disembarked a t  Chester.  M y  f a t h e r  and f a m i l y  (excep t

Lewis, Mar ion  and myse l f )  had moved f rom Lawtonv i l l e  t o  Barnwel l .  B u t  f e a r i n g

rough t reatment  f o r  t h e  g i r l s  f r om Sherman's s o l d i e r s ,  my f a t h e r  and t h e  g i r l s

went through t h e  coun t r y  t o  Chester where t hey  stopped and rented  rooms f r o m  a

Mrs. McAf ie ,  I  t h i n k .  Anyhow  here I  had t he  p leasure o f  meeting them and, f o r

a few hours,  en joyed f o r  a  few hours a  f a m i l y  reun ion.  S o o n  we t o o k  up ou r  l i n e

o f  march towards Spartanburg. W e  crossed Broad R ive r  and marched i n t o  t h e  town

o f  Union and f rom the re  t o  Spartanburg. H e r e  Capt.  Thomas repo r ted  t o  t h e

Governor. W h i l e  t h e  most o f  t h e  command here went i n t o  camp f o r  a  needed r e s t ,

some were g iven  a  t e n  days f u r l o u g h .  I  was amoung the l a t t e r  number.

We could take the t r a i n  as f a r  as Alston about 20 miles from Columbia.

From tha t  point  on the  ra i l road  t rack  had been destroyed. T h e r e  were several
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good s i z e d  b o a t s  t h a t  p l i e d  s i n c e  She rman ' s  t r a n s i t  t h r o u g h  C o l u m b i a ,  b u t  n o t

space e n o u g h  t o  accomodate  a l l  o f  o u r  p a r t y .  I  am n o t  o n e  t o  r u s h  o r  t o  f o r c e

my way  b u t  t h e  s e l f i s h n e s s  i n  o u r  n a t u r e s  w a s  h e r e  m a n i f e s t  b y  t h e  b o a t s  b e i n g

soon f i l l e d  t o  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y .  I  w i t h  a  f e w  o t h e r s  c r o s s e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f

the Congaree  R i v e r  a n d  t o o k  u p  o u r  l i n e  o f  march  o v e r  t h e  h i g h w a y.  R e a c h i n g

Columbia,  I  s o o n  f o u n d  my way  t o  t h e  home o f  M r .  T .  A .  W i l b u r ,  w h e r e  Emmie,  m y

dear w i f e ,  h a d  f o u n d  a  h o s p i t a b l e  home s i n c e  F e b r u a r y  1 7 t h .  I  h a d  n o t  e v e n  h a d

a w o r d  f r o m  o r  a b o u t  h e r  s i n c e  we l e f t  C o l u m b i a  a h e a d  o f  Sherman a n d  w i t n e s s e d

the c i t y  i n  f l a m e s .  C a n  y o u  i m a g i n e  my  j o y  i n  o n c e  a g a i n  c l a s p i n g  h e r  i n  my

arms a n d  s h o w e r i n g  k i s s e s  o n  h e r  d e a r  l i p s  a n d  f i n d i n g  h e r  i n  p e r f e c t  h e a l t h .

I  t h a n k e d  God t h e n  a s  I  d o  now.

The f e w  d a y s  s p e n t  i n  f u l l  h a p p i n e s s  s o o n  w e r e  s p e e d i n g  t o  a  c l o s e .  I

t u r n e d  my  s t e p s  t o w a r d s  o u r  camp a t  S p a r t a n b u r g .  T h i s  t i m e  I  f o u n d  p a s s a g e  i n

one o f  t h e  r i v e r  b o a t s  b u t  we  w e r e  g o i n g  u p  s t r e a m  a n d  we h a d  t o  p o l e  o u r  w a y

a g a i n s t  t h e  c u r r e n t  a n d  o u r  p r o g r e s s  was  s l o w .  T h e  r e d b u d  t r e e s  w e r e  p l e n t i f u l

and w e r e  s h o w i n g  t h e i r  b r i g h t  t i n t e d  f l o w e r s  -  a  h a r b i n g e r  o f  s p r i n g .  S o o n

a f t e r  r e a c h i n g  S p a r t a n b u r g  we w e r e  o r d e r e d  t o  G r e e n v i l l e .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  A p r i l

1865, t h e r e  was  n o  r a i l w a y  l i n e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c i t i e s .  W e  b e g a n  t h e  c r o s s

c o u n t r y  march  o v e r  muddy r o a d s  a n d  a c r o s s  s w o l l e n  s t r e a m s  b u t  r e a c h e d  G r e e n v i l l e

i n  f i n e  c o n d i t i o n .  H e r e  we f o u n d  a  g o o d  camp ing  s i t e  a n d  s o o n  abandoned o u r

t e n t s  f o r  more  c o m f o r t a b l e  l o g  c a b i n s  w h i c h  we b u i l t .  O u r  numbers  w e r e  i n c r e a s e d

w h i l e  h e r e ,  s o  t h a t  we now  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  show b y  t h e  d r i l l  o f  t h e  company  a n d

b a t t a l i o n ,  a n d  o n  d r e s s  p a r a d e ,  s o m e t h i n g  o f  w h a t  t h e  S t a t e  was p u t t i n g  ; i n t o

and g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  y o u n g  men a s s i g n e d  t o  d u t y  a t  h e r  m i l i t a r y  academ ies .

But we  w e r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  r e m a i n  l o n g  i n  o u r  camp a t  G r e e n v i l l e .  T h e  w a r  was

r a p i d l y  n e a r i n g  i t s  c l o s e .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  G e n l .  R .  E .  L e e  a t  A p p o m a t t o x ,

P r e s i d e n t  J e f f e r s o n  D a v i s  w i t h  h i s  c a b i n e t  u n d e r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e s c o r t ,  h u r r i e d l y

l e f t  R i chmond ,  s e e k i n g  s a f e t y  i n  f l i g h t .  T h e i r  c o u r s e  t o o k  t h e m  t h r o u g h  G r e e n s b o r o ,
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C h a r l o t t e ,  n o t  f a r  f r o m  G r e e n v i l l e ,  S .  C . ;  t h r o u g h  t h e  t o w n  o f  A b b e v i l l e ,  S .  C .

and a c r o s s  t h e  Savannah R i v e r  i n t o  Ga .  I n  my  t a l k  b e f o r e  t h e  l o c a l  c h a p t e r  o f

the  U . D . C .  I  h a v e  g i v e n  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  o u r  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  G r e e n v i l l e ,  g o i n g  t h r o u g h

W i l l i a m s t o n ,  L a u r e n s ,  N i n e t y - S i x  a n d  i n t o  camp a t  N e w b e r r y  w h e r e ,  b y  o r d e r  o f

Gov. M a g r a t h ,  t h e  A r s e n a l  C a d e t s  w e r e  f u r l o u g h e d  f o r  s i x t y  d a y s .  T h i s  a d d r e s s ,

p r i n t e d  i n  T h e  G a f f n e y  L e d g e r,  becomes a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s k e t c h .  I  w i l l  h o w e v e r

m e n t i o n  s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  t o o k

(Pages 4 8  a n d  4 9  m i s s i n g )

were e v i d e n c e s  o f  t h e i r  p i l l a g i n g  a n d  p i l f e r i n g .  B e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  W i l l i a m s t o n  I

p i c k e d  u p  a  c o u p o n  o f  a  b o n d  o f  t h e  N o r t h  E a s t e r n  r a i l r o a d  t h a t  h a d  s l i p p e d  t h r o u g h

t h e i r  f i n g e r s .  T h i s  I  f o u n d  o f  some v a l u e  t o  me t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  W e  made a  t e m p o -

r a r y  camp a t  N i n e t y - S i x  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  N e w b e r r y.  H e r e  C a p t .  J .  P .  Thomas

d i s p a t c h e d  me a s  a  c o u r i e r  t o  G o v.  A .  G .  M a g r a t h  now  i n  C o l u m b i a .  H e r e  I  d e -

l i v e r e d  my  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  G o v.  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  W i t h  h i m  I  w e n t  o v e r  e v e n t s

as t h e y  t r a n s p i r e d  s i n c e  h e  was l a s t  w i t h  u s  i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  S p a r t a n b u r g .  H a v i n g

r e c e i v e d  my  i n s t r u c t i o n s  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  Newber ry  a n d  g a v e  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f

our  Commander. A c t i n g  o n  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  e n t i r e  command was f u r l o u g h e d

f o r  s i x t y  d a y s  f r o m  May 9 t h  1 8 6 5 .  I t  was a  l o n g  f u r l o u g h ,  f o r ,  a f t e r  s i x t y - o n e

years  w e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c a l l e d  o n  t o  r e p o r t .

The i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  V i s i t o r s  was  f o r  t h e  B a t t a l l i o n  o f  S t a t e  C a d e t s

to  resume t h e i r  s t u d i e s  a n d  accus tomed  d u t i e s .  F u n d s  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  T h i s

p l a n  was abandoned  t e m p o r a r i l y .  T h e  A r s e n a l  C a d e t s  a s  f u r l o u g h e d  w e r e  C a p t .

J.  P .  Thomas ,  f i r s t  L i e u t .  J .  B .  P a t r i c k ,  s e c o n d  L i e u t .  A .  J .  N o r r i s ,  s e c o n d

L i e u t .  R .  0 .  Sams ,  D r .  M .  M .  Sams,  s u r g e o n ,  a n d  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y  c a d e t s .

I  r e a c h e d  C o l u m b i a  May 1 0 t h  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  a t  o n c e  w i t h  my  d e a r  w i f e  Emmie

t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  o u r s e l v e s  i n  o u r  o l d  home a t  M r s .  M a t t h e w s  o n  A r s e n a l  H i l l .  M r .

T.  A .  W i l b u r  a n d  f a m i l y  we re  a s  k i n d  a s  c o u l d  b e ,  b u t  t i m e s  w e r e  d i s r u p t e d .

Such a n  u p h e a v a l  I  h a v e  n e v e r  a g a i n  e x p e r i e n c e d .  R a i l r o a d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d e s t r o y e d
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i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n .  T h e  c o u n t r y  was e x h a u s t e d ,  s u p p l i e s  s c a r c e  a n y w a y.  L i t t l e

o r  n o  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  a n y  k i n d  i n  t h e  c i t y  o r  o n  t h e  f a r m s .  E m p l o y m e n t  was n o t

t o  b e  f o u n d .  I  c a n ' t  t e l l  h o w  we g o t  t h r o u g h  t h e  n e x t  t w o  m o n t h s .  E m m i e  was

n o t  i n  a n y  c o n d i t i o n  t o  t r a v e l  anywhere  o r  anyhow.  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  h o s p i t a l s  a t

t h a t  t i m e  i n  C o l u m b i a ,  n o r  i n d e e d  f o r  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s .  E m m i e  was  t a k e n  s i c k

the n i g h t  o f  J u n e  1 0 t h ,  a n d  o n  t h e  1 1 t h  o u r  f i r s t  c h i l d  was b o r n .  D r .  M e l v i n

Sams w a s  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n ,  a n d  a  c o l o r e d  woman was t h e  m i d w i f e .  N o  t r a i n e d

nurses  w e r e  known  o u t s i d e  o f  C h a r l e s t o n .  E m m i e  was  i n  g o o d  h e a l t h  a n d  r e c o v e r e d

n i c e l y .  W e  w e r e  t w o  h a p p y  s o u l s  t h o u g h  a l m o s t  i n  t h e  d e p t h s .

Of c o u r s e  Emmie w a n t e d  t o  s e e  h e r  m o t h e r  a n d  f a m i l y .  T h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  t o

keep u s  i n  C o l u m b i a ,  n o  w o r k  t o  d o .  B e s i d e s ,  l i v i n g  was  c h e a p e r  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .

When t h e  s i x t y  d a y  f u r l o u g h  h a d  e x p i r e d  a n d  nowhere  t o  r e p o r t ,  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  g o

to  t h e  home o f  Emmie ' s  m o t h e r ,  a t  F e l d e r v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  O r a n g e b u r g

County a n d  t w e n t y  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t .  I t  was  a b o u t  5 0  m i l e s  f r o m

Columbia.  H i r i n g  a n  o l d  a r m y  wagon -  a  j e r s y  w i t h  a  s p r i n g  s e a t  -  a n d  w i t h  a

mule ,  w e  s t a r t e d  o f f  o n e  a f t e r n o o n  a b o u t  t h e  1 1 t h  o f  J u l y ,  e x p e c t i n g  t o  r e a c h

our  d e s t i n a t i o n  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  T h e  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  Conga ree  h a v i n g  b e e n  b u r n t

s i n c e  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y,  w e  h a d  t o  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  o n  a  f e r r y

boa t .  W e  h a d  gone  p e r h a p s  8  o r  t e n  m i l e s  when  a  t h u n d e r  s t o r m  came upon u s .

I t  appeared t o  me t h a t  Prov idence  had  j u s t  t h e n  p r o v i d e d  u s  w i t h  a  s h e l t e r .  A n

unoccup ied  house  was r i g h t  t h e r e  b y  t h e  r o a d s i d e .  H a s t i l y  I  u n h i t c h e d  t h e  m u l e ,

got Emmie and  t h e  b a b y  i n  t h e  house and  a l l  o f  o u r  baggage e x c e p t  my s i l k  h a t

(a r e l i c t  f r o m  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r ) .  I t  must  have  know I  wou ld  n o t  need  i t  a n y  more.

We g o t  a l o n g  p a s s a b l y  w e l l  t h a t  n i g h t .  I  c a n ' t  remember wha t  we a t e  f o r  b r e a k -

f a s t ,  b u t ,  a f t e r  e a t i n g  we l o a d e d  u p  and cont inued  o u r  j o u r n e y.  H o w  o f t e n  I

have wished t h a t  I  c o u l d  t h a n k  t h e  owner o f  t h a t  house .  S u r e l y  t h e  L o r d  goes

before u s .  S o o n  we e n t e r e d  a  swamp. T h e  roads  h a d  n o t  b e e n  r e p a i r e d  s i n c e  t h e y

had been c u t  u p  b y  t h e  wheels  o f  Sherman's wagons, g u n  c a r r i a g e s  a n d  c a i s o n s .

Rough and  r o t t e n  i t  w a s .  S o o n  one f r o n t  whee l  f e l l  i n t o  a  deep  r u t .  T h i s  b r o k e



-17-

the " k i n g  b o l t " .  W h a t  was I  t o  do :  H e l p l e s s  i t  seemed t o  me when up  came a

man, yes  a  r e a l  man. H e  t o o k  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t o o k  o f f  h i s  c o a t  and t o o k  ho ld .

I  s a i d  t h i s  was a n  army wagon. I n  i t  was a  t o o l  c h e s t  and i n  i t  was a  " k i n g

b o l t "  j u s t  a  f i t .  P r i z i n g  up t h e  body,  we t o o k  o u t  t h e  broken b o l t ,  i n s e r t e d

the good one,  g o t  t h e  wheel o u t  o f  t h e  r u t  and on f i r m  ground.  T h u s  were we

prepared t o  con t i nue  o u r  j o u r n e y.  " J u s t  when we need Him most"  He i s  r i g h t

there.  " O n l y  t r u s t  Him, t h a t  i s  a l l . "

We c o u l d  n o t  reach  Mrs.  R o b e r t s '  home t h a t  n i g h t  b u t  we found  f r i e n d s  who

brightened t h e  way f o r  us and thus  l i g h t e n e d  o u r  burden. W e  f i n d  them b u t  o n l y

a f t e r  God has p rov ided  them. D o  we thank  Him enough? N o  we cannot .

I  remained s e v e r a l  days a t  Mrs.  Rober t s '  home seve ra l  days a f t e r  reach ing

i t  t h e  t h i r d  day.  T h e n ,  I  must r e t r a c e  my s teps t o  r e t u r n  mule and wagon. I

got a long  n i c e l y  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  reach Columbia t h e  f i r s t  d a y.  S t o p p e d  i n  t h e

woods b y  t h e  roads ide ,  f e d  and t e the red  my mule, b u t t e r e d  my bread f r om  my can-

teen, wrapped up  i n  my army b lanke t  and s l e p t  u n t i l  e a r l y  dawn. T h e  f r e s h  m i l k

tha t  had been poured i n t o  my canteen t h e  morning I  s t a r t e d ,  had ,  b y  t h e  cons tan t

j o s t l i n g ,  been churned.  I  t h e n  had b u t t e r  and b u t t e r m i l k .

Wel l ,  I  rec rossed  t h e  r i v e r  and re tu rned  mule and wagon w i t h  a  h e a r t  f u l l

o f  thanks and s t a r t e d  on  my way t o  r e j o i n  w i f e  and baby.  Remember t h e  r a i l r o a d

had n o t  y e t  been r e p a i r e d .  T r a v e l  was m o s t l y  by  wagon. I  t r a v e l e d  most o f  t h e

way down t h e  o l d  s t a t e  road  f rom Columbia t o  Char les ton.  T w o  servants  s t i l l  r e -

mained w i t h  Mrs.  Rober ts  and f a m i l y ;  w h i l e  one cooked and worked about the  house,

the man worked the  farm.

When I  returned t o  F e l d e r v i l l e  I  was asked t o  take charge o f  the school a t

Antioch about l k  miles d i s t a n t .  N o t h i n g  b e t t e r  was i n  s igh t .  H e r e  then was my

f i r s t  school a f t e r  the  war.  I t  was a  good community. I t  was one o f  the  dutch

settlements i n  t h i s  s t a t e ,  honest,  hardworking, t h r i f t y  people. T h e y  were good
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l i v e r s  a n d  possessed  t h o s e  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  make f o r  a  g o o d  c i t i z e n s h i p .  W h e n  I

was f i r s t  m a r r i e d  R e v.  T .  W.  M e l l i c h a m p  p e r f o r m e d  t h e  c e r e m o n y.  H e  h a d  m a r r i e d

the y o u n g e s t  s i s t e r  o f  M r s .  R o b e r t s  a n d  was t h e n  l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  c o m m u n i t y  a n d

preached t o  s e v e r a l  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s .  F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  I  l i v e d  a n d  t a u g h t  i n

t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  f o r m e d  some l a s t i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s ,  b u t  a l t h o u g h  i t  was  a  g o o d

l o c a l i t y  a s  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t i o n  i t  was t w e n t y  m i l e s  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  d e p o t  o n

a r a i l r o a d .  A  s c h o o l  was  o f f e r e d  me a c r o s s  t h e  Congaree  R i v e r ,  n e a r  Gadsden a n d

abou t  t w e n t y  m i l e s  f r o m  C o l u m b i a .  A s  C h a r l e y  R o b e r t s  was  n o w  o f  a  s i z e  t o  b e  o f

some p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  f a m i l y ,  I  d e c i d e d  t o  a c c e p t  i t ,  a n d  we ,  Emmie ,  m y  w i f e  a n d

M o r t i m e r,  m y  o n l y  c h i l d ,  moved  t o  t h a t  p o i n t .  M r .  M e l l i c h a m p  h a d  p r e c e d e d  u s  t o

t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  whe re  h e  was t h e  p a s t o r  o f  s e v e r a l  c h u r c h e s .  W e  f o u n d  a  home i n

the o l d  James home.  M r .  J o h n  B a t e s  h a d  m a r r i e d  one  o f  t h e  James g i r l s .  H e r e  h e

was i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  f a r m  a n d  a l s o  r a n  a  s t o r e .  I t  was a  f i n e  c o m m u n i t y.  M a n y

s p l e n d i d  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  i n  e a s y  r e a c h .  T h i s  was  i n  t h e  f o r k  made b y  t h e  j u n c t i o n

o f  t h e  Congaree  a n d  Wa te ree  R i v e r s  f o r m i n g  t h e  S a n t e e .  W h i l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h i s

home, m y  e l d e s t  C a r r i e  was  b o r n .  B u t  we w e r e  n e a r  t h e  swamps a n d  c o n t r a c t e d

m a l a r i a .  H o p i n g  t o  b e t t e r  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  I  moved my f a m i l y  t o  a  home owned

by M r .  I s a a c  Wes ton .  I t  was  d i r e c t l y  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  C o l u m b i a  a n d  a b o u t  f i v e

m i l e s  n e a r e r  t h a t  c i t y .  T h i s  was  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  A d a m s ' ,  W e s t o n s '

and R a y s ' .  A l l  s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  w e l l  t o  d o .  F a m i l i e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  f o r  g e n e r a -

t i o n s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  p a l a t i a l  houses  o r  r a t h e r  houses  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  s h o w

s i g n s  o f  t h e  changed  c o n d i t i o n s .  L a r g e  s l a v e  h o l d e r s  a t  o n e  t i m e  now  a l m o s t

d e s e r t e d .  T h e  h a n d  o f  t i m e  was  l e a v i n g  h i s  m a r k s  o n  t h e s e  f i n e  r e s i d e n c e s  a n d

on a l l  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

M a l a r i a  s t i l l  h e l d  i t s  g r i p  o n  me i n  p a r t i c u l a r  I  was o n  t h e  v e r g e  o f  a

breakdown i n  consequence a n d  had  t o  g i v e  u p  my schoo l  h e r e  a n d  accepted  charge

o f  one i n  Columbia.  I t  was known a s  t h e  Odd F e l l o w s  S c h o o l .  M y  b r o t h e r  M a r i o n
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had a  schoo l  i n  t h e  P a r l o r  community, some t e n  m i l es  f u r t h e r  sou th  t h a n  F e l d e r v i l l e .

He came t o  l i v e  w i t h  my f a m i l y  when I  went  f i v e  d a y s  i n  t h e  week t o  teach  i n

Columbia. I t  was a  sepa ra t i on  hard  t o  bea r.

While a t  F e l d e r v i l l e  and a t  t h e  Weston home, I  v i s i t e d ,  d u r i n g  my vaca t i on ,

my f a t h e r ' s  f a m i l y ,  t h e n  a t  Sandy Run. I  went  on  horseback -  a  t i resome t r i p .

Espec ia l l y  was t h i s  s o  f rom t h e  Weston. I  had f i r s t  t o  c ross  t h e  Congaree swamp,

f i v e  m i l e s  w ide ,  t h e n  t h e  swamp o f  t h e  E d i s t o  and o f  Sa l tke tches .  I n  r e t u r n i n g

i t  was l a t e  even ing when crossed t h e  Congaree R i v e r.  I  t h e n  had f i v e  m i l e s  o f

t h i c k  da rk  t o  c ross  be fo re  reach ing  t h e  h i g h  l a n d .  I t  was a lmos t  t r a c k l e s s .

Soon I  had t o  r e l y  a lmost  e n t i r e l y  on  my mule t o  f i n d  h i s  way.  A t  l a s t  I  came t o

a c reek  t h a t  was on  t h e  edge o f  t h e  swamp and t h e  h i g h  l a n d .  M y  mule found  a  f o r d

and soon we were on  t h e  highway and a t  home once more. H o w  he lp less  we o f t e n  a r e

when l e f t  t o  ou rse lves .  N a t u r e  he lps  us  o u t  o f  t h e  l a b a r y n t h .

My board ing  house i n  Columbia was w i t h  a  sp lend id  f a m i l y.  I  presume I  wou ld

have moved my f a m i l y  t o  Columbia had n o t  my f r i e n d  -  t w i c e  my room mate -  P r o f .

A. J .  N o r r i s ,  now l i v i n g  i n  Edge f i e l d ,  a  l awye r,  sought  t o  g e t  me t o  t h a t  town

to t a k e  charge o f  t h e  town academy. I  had t o  leave  t h e  s i c k l y  s e c t i o n  a l ong  t h e

Congaree swamp.

While l i v i n g  i n  t h e  James' home w i t h  t h e  John Bates f a m i l y  and t h e  James'

ch i l d ren ,  we were v i s i t e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes  b y  Mina and M a t t i e  and T u l i e .  T h i s

a lso was t h e  case a t  t h e  Weston home, a t  l e a s t  b y  seve ra l  o f  them. I  was n o t

w i l l i n g  t o  l eave  t h e  Rober ts '  f a m i l y  behind.  I n  accept ing  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  teacher

of the  Male Academy a t  Edgef ield,  I  arranged t h a t  a l l  o f  us,  Mrs.  Roberts,  Mina,

Hat t ie ,  C h a r l i e ,  Tu l i e ,  a s  w e l l  as my own f a m i l y  -  then four  i n  number -  go

together and occupy the same home. A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  C. C .  &  0 .  r a i l r o a d  was

under construction and was completed and opened t o  t r a v e l  on ly  as f a r  as Lo t ts

perhaps about 14  o r  15 miles from Edgefield.  M y  f r i e n d ,  A .  J .  N o r r i s ,  had rented
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f o r  me a  c o m f o r t a b l e  h o u s e  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  f a r m  l a n d  a d j o i n i n g  a b o u t  t w o  m i l e s  f r o m

the c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t o w n .  C a r r i a g e s  a n d  wagons w e r e  a t  t h e  d e p o t  when we r e a c h e d

the s t a t i o n .  I t  was  a  t i r e s o m e  r i d e ,  b u t  when we r e a c h e d  t h e  Keese h o u s e ,  w e

were a t  home.  N o w  we w e r e  a l l  t o g e t h e r  a s  o n e  f a m i l y  a n d  t h u s  we  l i v e d  f o r  y e a r s .

L i v i n g  s o  f a r  o u t  was a  l i t t l e  i n c o n v e n i e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  g i r l s .  A f t e r

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  I  b o u g h t  t h e  R a i n e y  house  i n  t o w n  a n d  we  moved t h e r e .  I n  t h e

c o u n t r y  we w e r e  a l m o s t  c u t  o f f  f r o m  c h u r c h  p r i v i l e g e s  a s  w e l l  a s  f r o m  s o c i a l

advan tages .  D r .  L .  R .  G w a l t n e y  h a d  b e e n  p a s t o r  a s  w e l l  a s  t e a c h e r  b e f o r e  o u r

moving t o  E d g e f i e l d .  H e  f i r s t  g a v e  u p  t e a c h i n g  a n d  t h e n  r e s i g n e d  a s  p a s t o r  t o

a c c e p t  a  p o s i t i o n  i n  Rome, G a .  w h e r e  h e  l i v e d  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  h i s  l i f e .  T h e  i n -

f l u e n c e  o f  h i s  l i f e  w a s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  a n d  m o s t  e n d u r i n g .  A s  p a s t o r  o f  t h e

E d g e f i e l d  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  h e  was f o l l o w e d  b y  R e v.  L u t h e r  B r o a d u s .

W h i l e  we l i v e d  a t  t h e  Keese  h o u s e ,  o u r  s e c o n d  d a u g h t e r  was  b o r n .  I  h a d  a

number o f  s p l e n d i d  p u p i l s  w h i l e  t e a c h i n g  i n  E d g e f i e l d .  A  member I  t a u g h t  i n

the  h i g h e r  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  James Bonham, w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  b r i g h t .  H i s  l i f e  was

s h a t t e r e d  b y  a  f a t a l  s i c k n e s s ,  e v e n  b e f o r e  h e  a p p r o a c h e d  h i s  p r i m e .  A t  t h e

C i t a d e l  we  w e r e  t a u g h t  F r e n c h ,  b u t  n o t  L a t i n .  A s  a  t e a c h e r ,  t h i s  l a c k  h a s  b e e n

a g r e a t  d r a w b a c k  t o  me ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  my t e a c h i n g .  H a v i n g

t o  h i r e  o n e  t o  t e a c h  L a t i n  d r e w  h e a v i l y  o n  my s m a l l  i n c o m e .  I  was  i n d u c e d  b y

the  o f f e r  o f  a  l a r g e r  s a l a r y  t h a n  I  was  m a k i n g  t o  g i v e  u p  t e a c h i n g  f o r  a  w h i l e .

I  n o w  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a  m i s t a k e .  H a n d i c a p p e d  a s  I  was  b y  n o t  h a v i n g  s t u d i e d

L a t i n  I  c o u l d  s t i l l  h a v e  advanced  i n  my p r o f e s s i o n  b y  d i r e c t i n g  a n d  t e a c h i n g  t h o s e

s u b j e c t s  I  was w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h .  H o w e v e r ,  I  d i d  engage  i n  t h e  m e r c a n t i l e

bus iness  f o r  m y s e l f .  A f t e r w a r d s  I  t o o k  i n  a  p a r t n e r ,  M r .  J o h n  B .  H i l l .  H e  was

w e l l  c o n n e c t e d  a n d  h a d  many i n f l u e n t i a l  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  f r i e n d s .  T h i s  was  i n  t h e

town o f  E d g e f i e l d  w h e r e  I  s t i l l  l i v e d .  P i n e  House  t h e n ,  T r e n t o n  n o w,  w a s  o u r

n e a r e s t  d e p o t  o n  t h e  C .  C .  &  A u g u s t a  r a i l r o a d .  I t  was  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  m i l e s  d i s t a n t .

F r e i g h t  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  h a d  t o  b e  h a u l e d  i n  wagons .  A t  f i r s t  I  b o u g h t
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and r a n  o n e  t w o - h o r s e  t e a m ,  b u t  s o o n  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  number  t o  t w o .  I  h a u l e d  f o r

o t h e r  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  f o u n d  i t  p r o f i t a b l e .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  I  k e p t  a  h o r s e  a n d

buggy f o r  my  own u s e .

W h i l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  R a i n e y  h o u s e ,  o u r  t h i r d  d a u g h t e r  E v a  C .  Sams was b o r n

F e b r u a r y  1 9 t h  1 8 7 2 .  T h i s  was  t w o  y e a r s  t o  a  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  M a t t i e .  I

formed a  c o p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  C o l .  Z .  W.  C a r r v i l e  o f  E d g e f i e l d .  T h i s  was  u n d e r

the f i r m  name  o f  C a r r v i l e  a n d  Sams a t  J o h n s t o n  o n  t h e  C .  C .  &  A .  r a i l r o a d  a n d

o f  Sams &  C a r r v i l e  a t  P i n e  House .  I  was i n  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  a t  t h e  l a t t e r  p l a c e ,

w h i l e  C o l .  C a r r v i l e  managed t h e  b u s i n e s s  a t  J o h n s t o n .  T h i s  was  d o n e  a t  a  t i m e

when t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h a t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  E l l e n t o n  a n d  Hamburg was

i n  a  s t a t e  o f  u n r e s t  u n d e r  r a d i c a l  c o n t r o l .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  s u f f e r e d

g r e a t l y .  L a b o r  was r e s t l e s s  a n d  u n r e l i a b l e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  s u f f e r e d .

The w h i t e s  h a d  t o  a r m  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  e v e n  o r g a n i z e  i n t o  compan ies .  O n e  company

was made u p  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  P i n e  House .  I  was  e l e c t e d  i t s  C a p t a i n .  W e

were u n d e r  s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n e .  T i m e  a n d  a g a i n  w e r e  we  c a l l e d  o u t  -  f e a r i n g  a  r i o t .

On e l e c t i o n  d a y  we w e r e  o n  d u t y  i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  E d g e f i e l d .  B u t  f o r  t h i s  d e t e r m i n e d

s tand  a n d  s h o w  o f  s t r e n g t h ,  o u r  p e o p l e  w o u l d  l i k e l y  h a v e  s u f f e r e d .

F e e l i n g  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  b e  more  i n  my p r i n c i p a l  p l a c e  o f  bus iness  I  purchased

s i x  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  f r o m  M a j o r  Jones  a n d  b u i l t  a  h o u s e  a n d  s u i t a b l e  o u t  b u i l d i n g s .

I t  was a  d e l i g h t f u l  s i t u a t i o n  and  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  s p l e n d i d  ne ighbors .  W h i l e  we

were a l l  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  R a i n e y  house,  M a t t i e  R o b e r t s  was m a r r i e d  t o  M r.

W. J .  G r i f f i n .  T h i s  was a  v e r y  happy u n i o n  and  c o n t i n u e s  t h u s  u n t i l  t h i s  d a y.

We moved t o  P i n e  House a n d  occupied  t h e  house I  b u i l t  t h e r e .  B u t  we w e n t  t o o

soon; t h a t  i s  b e f o r e  t h e  p l a s t e r i n g  was t h o r o u g h l y  d r y .  D i p t h e r i a  was p r e v a i l i n g

a t  t h e  t i m e .  C a r r i e  h a d  i t  s l i g h t l y ,  n o t  i n  h e r  t h r o a t  b u t  i n  a  c u t  o n  h e r  l a g .

As t h e  d e p o s i t  was w i p e d  o f f  i t  would  commence a t  once  t o  f o r m  a g a i n .  M a t  h a d  a

desparate c a s e  o f  i t .  D r .  H i l l  o f  E d g e f i e l d  was  i n  c o n s t a n t  a t t e n d a n c e .  H e  was
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v e r y  s k i l l f u l  b u t  i t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  b e y o n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  man. A s  a  l a s t  r e s o r t

he t o l d  me t o  s e n d  t o  A u g u s t a  ( 2 6  m i l e s  a w a y )  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  g e t

some s u l p h u r o u s  a c i d .  T h i s  h e  h a d  n e v e r  t r i e d  b e f o r e .  W h e n  t h e  messenger  came

w i t h  i t  h e  p u t  some l i n t  c o t t o n  i n  a  l a r g e  m o u t h  b o t t l e .  O n  t h i s  h e  p o u r e d  some

o f  t h e  a c i d .  T h i s  h e  g o t  t h e  c h i l d  ( 4  y e a r s  o l d )  t o  i n h a l e .  R e l i e f  came i n  a

v e r y  s h o r t  t i m e ,  t h e  d e p o s i t  g r a d u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r e d .  H e r  t h r o a t  s u f f e r e d .  S h e  i s

s t i l l  l i v i n g  h a v i n g  r e a r e d  e i g h t  c h i l d r e n .

My f o u r t h  d a u g h t e r  -  Emmie D o z i e r  -  was b o r n  J u l y  7 t h  1 8 7 4 .  W e  c l o s e d  o u t

the  m e r c a n t i l e  b u s i n e s s  a n d  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h i s  y e a r  moved t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  G r e e n -

v i l l e .  M y  own f a m i l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  m y s e l f ,  w i f e  a n d  f i v e  c h i l d r e n .  W e  o c c u p i e d

the  Thompson h o u s e  o n  w h a t  i s  now  N o r t h  S t r e e t .  M r s .  R o b e r t s  a n d  f a m i l y ,  w i t h

W. J .  G r i f f i n  a n d  w i f e ,  M a t t i e ,  o c c u p i e d  a  s e p a r a t e  h o u s e  n e x t  t o  t h e  home o f

Genl .  E l l i s o n ,  a f t e r w a r d s ,  B i s h o p  Capers .  P r o f .  J u d s o n  o f  Furman U n i v e r s i t y  h a d

s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  G r e e n v i l l e  Female  C o l l e g e .  P r o f .  D a r g a n  was t a k e n  s i c k  a n d

had t o  g i v e  u p  h i s  w o r k  a s  P r i n c i p a l .  I  was a s k e d  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  w o r k  w h i c h  I

d i d .  T h i s  w o r k  was v e r y  o p p o r t u n e  a s  w e l l  a s  v e r y  p l e a s a n t .  I t  seemed t o  j u s t

s u i t  my t a s t e s .  I t  was  d u r i n g  t h i s  w i n t e r  t h a t  Emmie my  y o u n g e s t  n o t  a  y e a r  o l d

was t a k e n  s i c k  w i t h  pneumon ia .  I t  was a  v e r y  s e v e r e  a t t a c k  a n d  b r o u g h t  o n ,  s o

my w i f e  t h o u g h t ,  t h r o u g h  n e g l e c t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  h e r  n u r s e .  A f t e r  t h i s  Emmie w o u l d

n o t  a l l o w  a n y  n u r s e  t o  h a v e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  b a b y  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s .  T h e  c h i l d  a p p e a r e d

t o  r e c o v e r  c o m p l e t e l y ,  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  h e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  h a d  b e e n  weakened.

The r e l i g i o u s  p r i v i l e g e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  G r e e n v i l l e  w e r e  e x t r a  f i n e .  H e r e

was T h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y.  A l l  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  I  knew  p e r -

s o n a l l y .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  t o o  added  much t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  commun i t y

bu t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  d e n o m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

G r e e n v i l l e  was  f a s t  becoming  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  H e r e  I  w o u l d

l i k e  t o  have remained and h e r e  t a u g h t .  I  have  n e v e r  been  o n e  t o  push my way.  I

was engaged t o  t e a c h  th rough  t h e  s e s s i o n  which would  come t o  a  c l o s e  i n  June 1 8 7 5 .
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P r o f .  J u d s o n  had  n o t  s a i d  a n y t h i n g  t o  me a b o u t  t e a c h i n g  t h e  n e x t  s c h o l a s t i c  y e a r .

I  f e l t  t h a t  I  mus t  l o o k  a r o u n d ,  was  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  a  m e e t i n g  o f  B a p t i s t s  t o

assemble a t  M t .  Z i o n  Church  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  t o w n  o f  W e l l f o r d  i n  Spa r tanbu rg  Coun ty.

Mr. I .  W.  Wingo was t h e n  a  s t u d e n t  i n  G r e e n v i l l e .  H e  was f r o m  t h a t  communi ty  and

we w e n t  down t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  was o n e  o f  t h e  chu rches  t h a t  B r o .  Landrum s e r v e d  as

pas to r  f o r  a b o u t  f i f t y  y e a r s .  I t  was t h e n  even  more p rospe rous  t h a n  now.  W h i l e

here I  engaged t o  meet  p a r t i e s  i n  Spa r tanbu rg  w i t h  t h e  v i e w  o f  t a k i n g  s t e p s  t o

o rgan ize  a  H i g h  S c h o o l  f o r  b o y s .  A f t e r w a r d s  t h i s  was a r r a n g e d  a n d  I  a g r e e d  t o  g o

there  i n  A u g u s t .  I t  was a f t e r  I  had  made t h i s  agreement  t h a t  P r o f .  J u d s o n  o f f e r e d

me t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  P r i n c i p a l  a t  t h e  G r e e n v i l l e  Female C o l l e g e .  I t  came t o o  l a t e .

Whi le  I  w o u l d  have  p r e f e r r e d  r e m a i n i n g  i n  G r e e n v i l l e ,  I  c o n s i d e r e d  my o b l i g a t i o n

a s a c r e d  one  and  w o u l d  t r y  t o  be  f a i t h f u l  t o  my t r u s t .

Hence t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  summer I  moved w i t h  my f a m i l y  t o  G r e e n v i l l e  ( ? )

(Spar tanburg  ? )  1 8 7 5 .  T h e r e  was r e n t e d  f o r  me a  f i n e  l a r g e  house ,  known a s  t h e

Wingo house ,  o n  N o r t h  Church  S t r e e t ,  f r o n t i n g  t h e  B a p t i s t  Chu rch ,  s i n c e  t o r n  down.

As t h e r e  was n o t  a  b u i l d i n g  s u i t a b l e  f o r  s c h o o l  pu rposes  t h e n  t o  b e  r e n t e d ,  I

t augh t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h  i n  t h e  G i r l s  Seminary  b u i l d i n g ,  t h i s  s c h o o l  t a u g h t

by Mrs .  Massey.  B u t  we h a d  one  month i n  wh i ch  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  s c h o o l .  W e  m u s t

remember t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  a  g raded  s c h o o l  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  was

j u s t  l i k e  a  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  b u t  w i t h  a  b o a r d  o f  t r u s t e e s .  T h e  t r u s t e e s  we re  t o

have a  b u i l d i n g  p u t  u p  f o r  me. T h i s  was a f t e r w a r d s  done  o n  N o r t h  L i b e r t y  S t r e e t .

I n  t h e  meant ime,  o n  M a g n o l i a  S t r e e t ,  I  r e n t e d  t h e  second  f l o o r  o f  a  b u i l d i n g  o v e r

some s t o r e s  owned b y  M r.  C o o p e r.  T h i s  was b u t  a  m a k e s h i f t .  W e  w e n t  u p  t o  o u r

rooms b y  s t e p s  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e ,  t h e  s t e p s  r e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  s i d e w a l k .  T h e r e  were

no p l a y g r o u n d s .  M r .  C o o p e r  was v e r y  e c c e n t r i c ,  a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n c i d e n t  w i l l

a t t e s t .  O n e  m o r n i n g ,  o n  g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l ,  we  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  s t a i r s t e p s  h a d  been

taken down and  away.  T h e r e  was n o  v i s i b l e  means o f  a c c e s s .  I n  t h i s  emergency

we s e c u r e d  a  l a d d e r  w h i c h  was l o n g  enough t o  r e a c h  u p  t o  t h e  d o o r ,  o u r  e n t r a n c e .
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Thus we  b r i d g e d  t h e  chasm a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  s c h o o l .  I n  t i m e  t h e  b u i l d -

i n g  o n  L i b e r t y  S t r e e t  was  c o m p l e t e d  f o r  u s  a n d  t r i u m p h a n t l y  a n d  w i t h  g r e a t  r e j o i c -

i n g  we moved i n t o  i t .  A  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  o n l y  t w o  r o o m s .  A  p a r t i t i o n  m o s t l y

o f  g l a s s  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  r o o m s .  T h u s  I  was e n a b l e d  t o  s e e  o v e r  b o t h  r o o m s .  W e  h a d

ample p l a y g r o u n d s .  I  t h e n  moved f r o m  t h e  W i n g o ,  o r  C l a u s e n  h o u s e  o n  N o r t h  C h u r c h

S t r e e t  t o  o n e  o n  N o r t h  L i b e r t y  S t r e e t  owned b y  M r .  J u d d .  I t  was  r a t h e r  s m a l l ,

bu t  c o n v e n i e n t .  I  h a d  g o o d  n e i g h b o r s .  M y  a s s i s t a n t s  w e r e  a l l  men o f  f i n e  c h a r a c t e r

and v e r y  e f f i c i e n t .  P r o f .  M o r r i s o n ,  a  nephew o f  D r .  J a s .  H .  C a r l i s l e ,  a f t e r w a r d s

p r o f .  a t  C lemson .  M r .  T w i t t y .  P r o f .  J .  H .  K i r k l a n d ,  n o w  C h a n c e l l o r  o f  V a n d e r b i l t

U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  R e v.  E .  E .  B o m a r,  n o w  D r .  Bomar  a n d  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t

Church o f  H e n d e r s o n v i l l e ,  N .  C .  I  h a d  b e e n  made a  d e a c o n  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .

I  was n o w  e l e c t e d  a  d e a c o n  o f  The  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  o f  S p a r t a n b u r g .  H e r e  I

t a u g h t  t h e  M e n ' s  B i b l e  c l a s s .

Wh i l e  we l i v e d  a t  t h e  J u d d  house  t h e r e  was b o r n  t o  u s  o u r  f i f t h  d a u g h t e r  -

Arnie Hagood Sams. S t i l l  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  h o s p i t a l s  i n  S p a r t a n b u r g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  D e c .

27, 1 8 7 6 .  O u r  p h y s i c i a n  D r .  T .  E .  N o t t  was v e r y  s k i l l f u l  a n d  l i v e d  o n l y  t w o  d o o r s

removed, b u t  I  h a d  t o  g o  a f t e r  t h e  m i d w i f e .  S n o w  was d e e p  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ;  i t  was

b i t t e r l y  c o l d ,  b u t  s h e  g o t  t h e r e  i n  good  t i m e  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  w e n t  o f f  n i c e l y .

Th i s  was  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  w h i t e  c i t i z e n r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  r o s e  i n  t h e i r  m i g h t

and s e i z e d  t h e  r e i n s  o f  government i n  t h e  s t a t e .  G e n l .  Wade Hampton was e l e c t e d

Governor. A  g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l ;  a  complete  o v e r t u r n i n g  o f  r a d i c a l  r u l e  i n

South C a r o l i n a .  D u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r  was  r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  S p a r t a n  R i f l e s .  I  was e l e c t e d

Capta in .  T h i s  p l a c e d  o n  me a  g r e a t  many e x t r a  d u t i e s .  T h e  men had t o  b e  d r i l l e d

and d i s c i p l i n e d .  W i t h  my schoo l  d u t i e s  t h i s  was a  g r e a t  t a x  on  my p h y s i c a l  s t r e n g t h .

But i t  was my c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  good government i n  o u r  s t a t e  a n d

t o  s e c u r i t y  i n  o u r  t o w n .

Without my a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  success o f  t h e  s c h o o l  was b e i n g  made known i n  t h e

s t a t e .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  q u i t e  a  number a p p l i e d  f o r  admiss ion  a s  s t u d e n t s .  T h e
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main t r o u b l e  was  t o  s e c u r e  p l a c e s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e m  t o  b o a r d .  I  h a d  t o  t a k e  a

few i n  my own home. W e  m u s t  remember t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  p u b l i c  H i g h  S c h o o l s  o r

even Graded  S c h o o l s  a b o v e  C o l u m b i a  i n  t h i s  s t a t e ,  a n d  I  d o n ' t  know i f  Co lumb ia

had t h e m  i n  1876 .  T h i s  was  a  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d .  M o s t l y  men, b u t  a  f e w  women,

i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e m ,  w e r e  h o l d i n g  a l o f t  t h e  t o r c h  a n d  k e p t

a l i v e  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  was t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s a c r i f i c i a l  e f f o r t s  t h a t  o u r

young men a n d  y o u n g  women were  p r e p a r e d  t o  e n t e r  o u r  c o l l e g e s  o r  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e

d u t i e s  o f  l i f e .  F r o m  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  w a r  i n  1 8 6 5 ,  f o r  t w o  decades  t h e y  s t r o v e

and s u f f e r e d  w h i l e  s t r i v i n g  t o  w e l d  t h e  l i n k  t h a t  u n i t e d  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  t o

the i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g .  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  h a s  n e v e r  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e

s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  b y  t h e s e  t e a c h e r s .  T h e i r  r e m u n e r a t i o n  was a l w a y s  p o o r  a n d

o f t e n  w e r e  t h e y  i n  d i r e s t  s t r a i t s .

I t  was  s o o n  a f t e r  t h i s  ; t i m e  ( 2 5  t o  3 5  y e a r s  s u c c e e d i n g  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e

war )  t h a t  W i n t h r o p  C o l l e g e  a n d  Clemson C o l l e g e  w e r e  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  s t a t e  i n s t i t u -

t i o n s .  T h e n  t o o  came t h e  Graded  S c h o o l s  a n d  t h e  H i g h  S c h o o l s .  T h u s  t h e  s t a t e

by h e r  a c t  c o m p l e t e l y  d r i e d  u p  t h e  s c h o o l s  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  i n t e r i m  w e r e  d o i n g

the w o r k  i n  e d u c a t i o n  now done b y  t h e  Graded  a n d  H i g h  S c h o o l s .  S h e  k i l l e d  t h e m

and t h r e w  t h e m  o n  t h e  s c r a p  p i l e .

On December 2 9 t h  1 8 7 8  was b o r n  t o  u s  o u r  6 t h  d a u g h t e r ,  M i n n i e  L o u  Sams. W e

s t i l l  o c c u p i e d  t h e  J u d d  house  o n  N .  L i b e r t y  S t r e e t .  T h e  w e a t h e r  t h e n  was b u t  a

r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h a t  I  d e s c r i b e d  when Ammie was b o r n .  T h e  same f i n e  p h y s i c i a n ,  t h e

same g o o d  n u r s e  a n d  w i t h  G o d ' s  b l e s s i n g ,  t h e  same e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t .  W e  w e r e  now

n ine  i n  f a m i l y .  I t  was  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e n t  a  h o u s e  a n d  s u p p o r t  a  f a m i l y  o f  t h i s

s i z e ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a n d i n g  i n  s o c i e t y  a n d  i n  w h i c h  we w e r e  r e a r e d .  F o r  many

years  I  h a d  t a u g h t  t h e  h i g h e r  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  T r i g o n o m e t r y  a n d  S u r v e y i n g .

Now seemed a  g o o d  t i m e  t o  p u t  i n  p r a c t i c e  w h a t  I  h a d  t a u g h t  a n d  t h u s  s u p p l e m e n t

my i n c o m e  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l .  D r .  T .  E .  N o t t  was m y  good  m e n t o r  a s  w e l l  a s  f r i e n d .

He b o r r o w e d  f r o m  D r .  D a w k i n s  a n  o l d  compass a n d  t h e n  l o a n e d  i t  t o  me w i t h  t h e

n e c e s s a r y  o u t f i t  f o r  p l a t t i n g  e t c .  A f t e r  3  o ' c l o c k  t h e  a f t e r n o o n s  w e r e  m y  own,
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as a l s o  were Saturdays.  T h u s  was I  equipped t o  do  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  work  o f  a  su rveyo r.

The t i m e  seemed r i p e  t o  beg in  j u s t  such work .  T h e r e  was a  p l e n t y  o f  work t o  be

done; t h e  t r o u b l e  was t o  keep up w i t h  t h e  demand. A l t h o u g h  t h e  remunerat ion was

poor, i t  was a lmos t  a  c e r t a i n t y.  M a n y  a  b i l l  was I  enabled t o  meet. T h u s  I  p ra i sed

God and pressed fo rward  w i t h  a  t h a n k f u l  h e a r t .

My c h i l d r e n  w i l l  never  know how I  s t r u g g l e d  t o  keep them above r e a l  want and

to g i v e  t o  them an educat ion.  A n d  were i t  n o t  f o r  t h e  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  s p i r i t  o f

my devoted w i f e ,  d e a r  Emmie, t h e  r e s u l t  would have been v e r y  d i f f e r e n t .  B u t  I

bel ieve i t  was God's  p l a n  f o r  u s .  A t  one t i m e  w h i l e  we were occupying t h e  Wingo

house, my h e a l t h  was v e r y  poor.  I  had in f lammat ion  o f  t h e  l i v e r .  T h i s  I  presume

was a  r e s u l t  o f  my hav ing l i v e d  so  l ong  i n  a  m a l a r i a l  s e c t i o n .  I  was v e r y  i l l  and

suffe red  g r e a t l y .  F o r  weeks I  cou ld  n o t  s t r a i g h t e n  my body w h i l e  wa l k i ng .  G r a d -

u a l l y  i t  wore away and I  grew s t rong  aga in .  A n d  I  b e l i e v e  my work w i t h  compass,

cross ing f i e l d s ,  c l i m b i n g  fences,  jumping  d i t c h e s ,  c l i m b i n g  mountains and  thus

being made t o  f i l l  m y  lungs w i t h  f r e s h  a i r ,  I  became s t r o n g  and tough.  T r u l y  God

moves i n  a  myster ious  v g y  h i s  wonders t o  per form.  W h a t  I  perhaps c o u l d  have s h i r k e d ,

He l o v i n g l y  imposes. A n d  r i g h t  here l e t  me repea t  those  l i n e s  I  have s o  o f t e n  l o v e d :

"He l o v e s ,  He cares ,  He knows;

Nothing t h i s  t r u t h  can d im.

He g i ves  t h e  v e r y  bes t  t o  those

Who leave  t h e  cho ice  t o  H im. "

I  was t i r e d  o f  pay ing r e n t  and decided t o  buy  about  21 acres  o f  l a n d  on  Chinque-

pin Creek, j u s t  n o r t h  e a s t  o f  t h e  town o f  Spartanburg.  C o l .  Joseph Walker who

owned o r  c o n t r o l l e d  i t  pe rm i t t ed  me t o  r u n  t h e  l i n e s  as  I  wished.  I  t hus  c o n t r o l l e d

the c reek ,  had  a  f i n e  s t r e t c h  o f  bot tom l and  and,  f r o n t i n g  on  t h e  h ighway,  had  one

o f  my corners  n e a r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r e s t l e  o v e r  Chinquepin Creek. W e  b u i l t  t h e  house

during o u r  vaca t i on .  I t  was a  d r y  summer, and  n o t  even a  s l i g h t  shower i n t e r f e r e d

w i th  o u r  work.  T h e  house was n o t  l a r g e ,  b u t  gave us  a  p l e n t y  o f  room. Af te rwards

i t  was en la rged .  A n d  now i t  was r e a l l y  a  home, a n d  one I  l o v e d .  A  de l igh t fu l
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spot i n  which t o  s e t t l e  down.

(Pages 8 4  t h r u  90 miss ing)

men and young women. T h i s  I  d i d  and i n  t h e  e a r l y  f a l l  o f  1886 moved i n t o  what was

known as t h e  H i l l i a r d  Smith house, n e a r  t h e  schoo l ,  i n  t h e  cen t re  o f  t h e  town.

The b u i l d i n g  was en la rged  b y  t he  a d d i t i o n  o f  f o u r  rooms, t w o  s t o r i e s  w i t h  f u l l

length porches.  T h i s  enabled me t o  accommodate abou t  twe lve  young l a d i e s  as

boarding s tuden ts .  A  new b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  was p lanned,  b u i l t  and equipped. A t

tha t  t i m e  i t  was cons idered  a  f i n e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  o u r  purpose. I t  was soon f i l l e d

to ove r f l ow ing .  T h e  m i l i t a r y  f e a t u r e  was i n t roduced .  F r o m  t h e  young men s tudents

we organ ized two  companies. T h e  s t a t e  f u rn i shed  us  arms,  guns and accoutrements.

This f e a t u r e  n o t  o n l y  helped i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  b u t  he lped t o  develop t h e  physiques

o f  t h e  boys and young men. O r d e r l i n e s s  and promptness a r e  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  need

to be developed i n

i n t o  o u r  c o l l e g e s ,

from year  t o  y e a r.

any i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g .

even t o  t h e  sophomore c l a s s .

Students came f rom a l l  ove r

Preparat ion was made f o r  en t rance

Quite a  number were graduated

the s t a t e .  P r o f .  J .  M.  Ta n k e r s l y

f e l t  c a l l e d  upon t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  home i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  and wi thdrew f rom

the c o - p a r t n e r s h i p  l e a v i n g  t h e  f i r m  name o f  McArthur &  Sams. F o r  o u r  h i g h e r  c lasses

we were drawing  h e a v i l y  f rom o the r  sec t ions  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a n  those ad jacen t  t o

Gaffney. A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  s t a t e  h e r s e l f  en tered t h i s  f i e l d  o f  educat ion.

Winthrop a t  Rock H i l l  f o r  young l a d i e s  and Clemson f o r  young men. H e r e t o f o r e ,

except perhaps i n  Char les ton,  t h e r e  were no  graded schoo ls .  P r i v a t e  schoo ls

dotted t h e  s t a t e  and kep t  t h e  l i g h t s  bu rn ing .  T h e r e  were South Carolina College;

Furman Universi ty;  Wofford College; o f  Charleston; The C i tade l ;  Erskine College

for young men; Limestone College; Greenvi l le  Female College; Columbia Female College;

these wi th  a  few others f o r  young women. B u t  the  middle ground, t h e  place now

f i l l e d  b y  the  so ca l l ed  secondary schools, had been occupied, i f  not  f i l l e d ,  through

private enterpr ise ,  p r i v a t e  thought and pr iva te  support.  S u c h  as The Gaffney Male

and Female Seminary conducted by W. F.  McArthur, J .  M.  Tankersly  and R. 0 .  Sams.
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South C a r o l i n a  now en te red  t h i s  f i e l d  a n d  through h e r  resources g i v e n  t o  s u s t a i n  Clemson,

Winthrop and t h e  H igh Schoo ls ,  t h a t  t hen  began t o  d o t  t h e  s t a t e ,  d r i e d  up  these

pr iva te  schoo ls .  T h e y  cou ld  n o t  l o n g  ho ld  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  as a  compet i t i on .

As a  r e s u l t  The Gaffney  Male and Female Seminary had t o  c l o s e  i t s  doors ,  su r rende r -

ing t o  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e .  B e h o l d  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n .  T h e  f i r s t  Graded School i n  Gaffney

was now taugh t  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  The G. M.  &  F.  Seminary.

Soon I  opened a  Real  E s t a t e  and Insurance o f f i c e .  F o r  seve ra l  years  I  con-

ducted t h i s  bus iness .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w i t h o u t  my survey ing  i n t e r e s t ,  I  c o u l d  n o t

have made a  l i v i n g  f o r  my f a m i l y.  I  was however, f o r  a  number o f  years ,  Sup t .  o f

the Gaffney  Graded Schools.  A n d  besides supe rv i s i ng ,  I  t a u g h t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  B u t

we were under  a  s e t  o f  t r u s t e e s ,  wh ich  was d i f f e r e n t  f r om  d i r e c t i n g  you r  own

a f f a i r s .  E v e n  then  we k e p t  t h e  s tandard h i gh  and o u r  graduates en te red  t h e  soph-

omore c l a s s  i n  o u r  c o l l e g e s .

Let  me go  back a  l i t t l e .  A f t e r  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Smi th  house f o r  n e a r l y  f o u r

years, I  longed f o r  my own home, and  needed more room. W e  had q u i t e  a  number o f

the young l a d y  p u p i l s  and t h e  l a d y  teachers as  o u r  boarders .  I n  j u n e  1890 I

planned and s t a r t e d  t o  b u i l d  t h e  house i n  which I  now l i v e  -  t w e l v e  rooms i n  a l l  -

besides one d ress ing  room. I t  was completed by  t h e  f i r s t  o f  September, when we

moved i n  -  t h i r t y - s i x  years  ago.  M y  b ro the r  Lewis gave me t h e  l a n d  -  t h e  f i r s t

l o t .  I  g o t  h im t o  make t h e  deed i n  my w i f e ' s  name (Emmie Roberts  Sams). I  f e l t

then, a s  I  do  now, where t h e r e  a r e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t  t h e  mother shou ld  own t h e  home.

In  case t h e  husband and f a t h e r  be removed b y  death t h e  home i s  t h e i r s  secure .

But I  d i d  n o t  have t h e  money w i t h  which t o  b u i l d .  B u t  owning t h e  l a n d ,  unencumbered,

I  secured t h e  necessary money th roughAhe  _Building-and Loan Assoc ia t i on .  I  d o n ' t

see how we e v e r  cou ld  have secured a  home w i t h o u t  h e l p  i n  t h a t  way.  A  l a r g e  fami ly  -

a l l  t o  be educated -  a t  a  t i m e  when money was v e r y  t i g h t ,  meant t h e  p u t t i n g  f o r t h

o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e f f o r t .  W e  t r i e d  t o  make t h i s  house a  r e a l  home. I t s  doors were
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open t o  preachers and educators a t  a  t i m e  when h o t e l  accommodations were n o t  s o

good i n  ou r  c i t y .

For seve ra l  years  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  Emmie, my dear  w i f e ,  was f a i l i n g .  W e  d i d

what we cou ld  and t h e  b e s t  t h a t  medical  s k i l l  adv ised  t o  check t h e  d isease and

a l l a y  her  s u f f e r i n g s .  T h e  b e s t  medical  t a l e n t  i n  Spartanburg was e n l i s t e d .  T h e n

I  accompanied h e r  t o  t h e  Grady Hosp i ta l  i n  A t l a n t a .  T h e y  d i d  what t h e y  cou ld ,

but I  brought  h e r  back  t o  o u r  home t h a t  we so  d e a r l y  loved ,  t h a t  here  we migh t

God's c a l l  t o  h e r  dear  s o u l .  T h i s  came March 2 ,  1898.  T h e  body was a t  l a s t  f r e e d

from pa in .  W e  l a i d  i t  away as t e n d e r l y  as we c o u l d  t o  r e s t  i n  o u r  cemetery l o t

beside t h a t  o f  o u r  i n f a n t  daughter  -  L i l a  Budd. F o r  n e a r l y  t h i r t y - f o u r  years  we

had t r a v e l e d  l i f e ' s  j o u r n e y  t oge the r.  A n d  now twen ty -e igh t  years  have passed.

I  s t i l l  l o n g  aga in  t o  see t h e  b r i d e  o f  my youth ,  t h e  mother o f  my c h i l d r e n .  W h e n

the Lord ,  i n  H i s  Prov idence,  knows i t  i s  b e s t  t o  c a l l  me hence,  I  w i sh  my body

may be l a i d  bes ide t h a t  o f  Emmie t h a t  t oge the r,  a t  t h e  l a s t  t rumpet  we may a r i s e

and appear be fo re  t h e  K ing  i n  H is  g l o r y.  I  am w r i t i n g  these words Sep t .  2 4 ,  1926.

Returning t o  I  f e l t  deso la te  indeed.  I  never doubt t h e  goodness o f  God. W h a t

we know no t  now we s h a l l  know h e r e a f t e r.  I  gathered up  as b e s t  I  c o u l d  what r e -

mained and faced  anew l i f e ' s  problems.

Emmie w h i l e  l i v i n g  i n  G reenv i l l e  was a  member o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  young l a d i e s

in  t h e  S.  S .  o f  The F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, t a u g h t  b y  D r.  John  A Broadus. T h i s  was

perhaps i n  1863. B e f o r e  my marr iage i n  May 25,  1864,  I  met D r.  Broadus i n  Colum-

bia. Wa l k i n g  wi th him on Main St ree t ,  he  al luded t o  Emmie's f i n e  persona l i ty  and

on Learning o f  our engagement, spoke o f  what a  f i n e  opportunity  was about opening

to us i n  our married l i f e .  I t  impressed me then and of ten  since has t h e  thought

occurred t o  me as a p t  and f u l l  o f  suggestions. A  word dropped i n  season, d i s t i l s

as t h e  dew and as sweet as t h e  honey i n  the  honeycomb.

At the  t ime o f  Emmie's death,  M. B . ,  o u r  youngest c h i l d ,  was over  twelve

years o f  age. T h u s  had she the  opportunity o f  leaving the impress o f  her  sweet
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c h a r a c t e r  o n  t h e  u n f o l d i n g  l i v e s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  whom God h a d  g i v e n  u s  t o  r e a r

and t o  f a s h i o n .

When f i r s t  I  m e t  Emmie i t  was  a t  t h e  home o f  D r .  G r e g g  i n  C o l u m b i a ,  S .  C .

She a n d  h e r  s i s t e r  w e r e  t o g e t h e r  -  g u e s t s  o f  D r .  a n d  M r s .  G r e g g .  D r .  G r e g g  h a d

been a  p a r t n e r  o f  Emmie ' s  f a t h e r ,  M r .  Owen M o r t i m e r  R o b e r t s ,  i n  t h e  d e n t a l  b u s i -

ness .  W e  w e r e  o f t e n  t o g e t h e r  a f t e r w a r d s .  A f t e r  Emmie a n d  I  w e r e  m a r r i e d  o u r

home was o f t e n  M i n a ' s  home.  I n  s i c k n e s s  s h e  was  w i t h  u s  a s  i n  h e a l t h .  M o s t  o f

my c h i l d r e n  g r e w  u p  u n d e r  h e r  w a t c h f u l  c a r e .  W h e n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  M i n a  a n d  I  w e r e

m a r r i e d  J u n e  8 ,  1 8 9 9  a n d  M i n a  e n t e r e d  t h e  o l d  home a s  m y  w i f e  s h e  was  we lcomed

by my c h i l d r e n  a n d  we w e r e  a s  o n e  f a m i l y .  M i n a  was  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t f u l ,  v e r y  c a r e -

f u l ,  e v e r  h e l p f u l  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t e  o f  o t h e r s .  T h i s  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  o u r  m a r r i e d

l i f e  o f  n e a r l y  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s .  S h e  was  a  h e l p m e e t  i n d e e d .  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e

home s h e  a l w a y s  w a s  r e a d y  t o  welcome t o  t h e  home my  c h i l d r e n  a n d  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,

he r  s i s t e r s ,  nephew a n d  n i e c e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  who  f o u n d  h e r e  a  r e a d y  h o s p i t a l i t y .

I t  was d u r i n g  o u r  m a r r i e d  l i f e  t h a t  I  embarked i n  t h e  h a r d w a r e  b u s i n e s s  w i t h

my b r o t h e r  Duncan a s  p a r t n e r .  T h e  b u s i n e s s  was  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  T h e  G a f f n e y  H a r d -

ware C o .  B e f o r e  p u r c h a s i n g  o u r  i n i t i a l  s t o c k  o f  g o o d s ,  I  v i s i t e d  my b r o t h e r - i n -

law W. J .  G r i f f i n  o f  Rome, G a . ,  w h o ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w a s  d o i n g  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  w h o l e -

sa le  b u s i n e s s .  P r e s l e y  R o b e r t s  a s s i s t e d  me s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  b u s i -

ness.  T o m  C l a r k s o n  a n d  A l b e r t  K i r b y  a l s o  a s s i s t e d  me a s  c l e r k s .  I t  was  s e v e r a l

years  a f t e r  M.  B .  g r a d u a t e d  a t  C lemson C o l l e g e  b e f o r e  h e  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s .

I t  was a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  1 9 0 9  t h a t  I  commenced t o  b e  t r o u b l e d  w i t h  b l a d d e r

t r o u b l e .  O n  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  D r .  B .  B .  S t e e d l e y  I  w e n t  t o  t h e  J o h n s  H o p k i n s  H o s p i t a l

i n  B a l t i m o r e ,  M d .  t o  b e  u n d e r  D r .  H u g h  Yo u n g ,  a  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  t h a t  l i n e .  H e  a d -

v i s e d  a n  o p e r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  t h e n  h e  s a i d  w o u l d  b e  b u t  a  m i n o r  o p e r a t i o n .  W h i l e  t h e r e

Mina was t a k e n  s i c k .  D r .  Yo u n g  a d v i s e d  me t o  g o  home b u t  t o  r e t u r n  i f  t h e  t r o u b l e

c o n t i n u e d  t o  a n n o y.  T h i s  I  d i d  e a r l y  t h e  n e x t  f a l l .  T h e  d i s e a s e  h a d  p r o g r e s s e d .

I  was  o f t e n  i n  g r e a t  p a i n .  D r .  Yo u n g  h a d  f i x e d  t h e  d a y  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  M .  B .

came u p  t o  b e  w i t h  me.  T h e  o p e r a t i o n  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  p e r f o r m e d .  D r .  Yo u n g
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t h a t  I  e m p l o y  t w o  s p e c i a l  n u r s e s  -  o n e  f o r  t h e  d a y ,  a n o t h e r  f o r  n i g h t .  I  was

g e t t i n g  o n  s o  n i c e l y  t h a t  M .  B .  r e t u r n e d  home,  a n d  I  d i s c h a r g e d  o n e  o f  my n u r s e s .

On t h e  n i n t h  d a y  I  was w e l l  enough  t o  l e a v e  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  my room

a t  t h e  h o t e l  i n  t h e  c i t y .  I n  t w o  more  d a y s  I  was  o n  my way  home. T h i s  I  r e a c h e d

j u s t  b e f o r e  t h a n k s g i v i n g  d a y.  I  was t r u l y  t h a n k f u l  a n d  w i t h  a  f u l l  h e a r t  e x p r e s s e d

my g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  God o f  a l l  l o v e .  T h a t  h a s  b e e n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a g o .  N e v e r  h a s

t h a t  t r o u b l e  r e t u r n e d .  I  am n o t  o n e  f o r  w a i t i n g  u n t i l  t h e  e l e v e n t h  h o u r .

M i n a ' s  h e a l t h  was n o t  v e r y  good .  N e i t h e r  o f  u s  h a d  a n y  i d e a  i t  was s o  s e r i o u s .

On t h e  1 4 t h  o f  A p r i l  1 9 1 2  s h e  a t t e n d e d  t o  h e r  h o u s e h o l d  d u t i e s  a s  u s u a l ,  b u t  l a t e

i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  r e c l i n e d  o n  h e r  b e d .  J u s t  b e f o r e  n i g h t f a l l  s h e  g o t  u p  a n d  w e n t

o u t  t o  s e e  a b o u t  some y o u n g  c h i c k e n s .  C o m i n g  b a c k  s h e  a g a i n  r e c l i n e d  o n  h e r  b e d .

Soon s h e  showed  symptoms o f  weakness.  D r .  J .  N .  N e s b i t  was  c a l l e d  i n .  S i n k i n g

s p e l l s  w e r e  g e t t i n g  more  f r e q u e n t .  S t i m u l a n t s  w e r e  g i v e n  a n d  a p p l i e d ,  a l l  i n

v a i n .  I n  a  f e w  h o u r s  s h e  b r e a t h e d  h e r  l a s t .  A n o t h e r  i n  n o b l e  s p i r i t  was  c a l l e d

home. O n  o u r  c e m e t e r y  l o t  o v e r l o o k i n g  L i m e s t o n e  a n d  G a f f n e y  we d u g  t h e  g r a v e ,

p a r a l l e l  t o  t h a t  o f  Emmie ' s ,  a n d  t h e r e  we l a i d  h e r  b o d y  t o  r e s t .  T h e r e  was  s p a c e

enough b e t w e e n  f o r  my b o d y  t o  r e s t  when t h e  L o r d  s h a l l  s e e  f i t  t o  c a l l  me a w a y.

W h i l e  t h e  t i e s  a r e  l o o s e n i n g  h e r e  t h e y  a r e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  b e y o n d .

R e s t l e s s  I  w a s .  H o m e  was n o t  t h e  same p l a c e  t o  me.  I  w a n t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o

the  s c h o o l  r o o m  a n d  a g a i n  b e  made t o  m i n g l e  w i t h  y o u n g e r  l i v e s .  I  was i n  J o n e s -

v i l l e  a n d  m e n t i o n e d  my d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  my s o n  M o r t i m e r .  H e  m e n t i o n e d  i t  t o  t h e

t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  Graded  S c h o o l s  o f  J o n e s v i l l e .  T h a t  v e r y  d a y  I  was e l e c t e d  S u p e r -

i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  S c h o o l s .  I  t o o k  u p  t h e  w o r k  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  e a r l y

i n  S e p t .  I t  was  d i v e r t i n g  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  I  k n o w  t h a t  g o o d  w o r k  was d o n e

under  my s u p e r v i s i o n .  B u t  J o n e s v i l l e  i s  n o t  a  homogeneous c o m m u n i t y.  T h e r e  a r e

two f a c t i o n s .  U n t i l  t h e y  c o a l e s c e  t h e  s c h o o l s  w i l l  n e v e r  h a v e  t h a t  s u c c e s s  t h e y

m e r i t .  M y  home was  w i t h  M r .  a n d  M r s .  J u l i a n  W. L i p s c o m b .  I t  was  a  p l e a s a n t  home

t o  me a s  b o t h  h o s t  a n d  h o s t e s s  w e r e  e v e r  c o n s i d e r a t e  o f  my c o m f o r t .  To w a r d s  t h e

c l o s e  o f  my second  y e a r  a s  S u p t .  o f  t h e  S c h o o l s  I  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .
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The t r u s t e e  m e e t i n g  was h e l d  w i t h o u t  n o t i f y i n g  t h e  S u p t .  a n d  I  was  n o t  e l e c t e d .

W h i l e  I  was  s u r p r i s e d ,  i t  was v e r y  w e l l  a s  I  w o u l d  n o t  c a r e  t o  s e r v e  u n d e r  a  s e t

o f  t r u s t e e s  w i t h  whose  v i e w s  I  was n o t  i n  h a r m o n y.

I  n o w  t u r n e d  my  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  M o u n t a i n  S c h o o l  w o r k  a n d  w r o t e  t o  D r .  B r o w n

o f  A s h e v i l l e ,  N .  C .  w h o ,  u n d e r  t h e  Home B o a r d  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  C o n v e n t i o n ,

was i n  c h a r g e .  H e  i n v i t e d  me t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  s c h o o l  a t  M o u n t a i n  P a r k ,  a b o u t  t e n

m i l e s  f r o m  E l k i n  i n  S u r r y  C o u n t y.  I  was  t o l d  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  M r .  C .  W.  W i l l i a m s .

Th i s  I  d i d  a n d  b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  m e t  h i m  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  a n d  w i t h  h i m  a t t e n d e d  a  S . S .

c o n v e n t i o n  a t  a  c h u r c h  a b o u t  f o u r  m i l e s  d i s t a n t .  T h i s  g a v e  me a  g o o d  o p p o r t u n i t y

t o  m i n g l e  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e ,  g e t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c u s t o m s  a n d  t h e i r  a s p i r a -

t i o n s .  T h e r e  was  some c u l t u r e .  T o  me t h e y  e x t e n d e d  a  w e l c o m i n g  h a n d .  I  c o u l d

see t h e  n e e d  o f  a  s c h o o l  o f  h i g h  g r a d e .  T h e  r e s u l t  was  I  a g r e e d  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e

abou t  t h e  l a s t  o f  A u g u s t  1 9 1 2 .  M r .  W i l l i a m s  was  a  n a t i v e  o f  t h a t  c o m m u n i t y  a n d

knew n e a r l y  e v e r y o n e  f o r  m i l e s  a r o u n d .  H e  a g r e e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  s c h o l a r s ;  n e a r l y

a l l  o f  t h e m  t o  b e  b o a r d i n g  p u p i l s .  M y  d a u g h t e r  E v a  was engaged  t o  b e  t h e  h e a d

o f  t h e  m u s i c  d e p a r t m e n t .  M r .  W i l l i a m s  was  t o  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  u s  f o r  o u r  s a l a r i e s .

The Home B o a r d  c o n t r i b u t e d .  I  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  my home i n  G a f f n e y.  I  w i s h e d  t o

be b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  t o  d i r e c t  t h i s  commun i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  M o u n t a i n  P a r k  S c h o o l  a s

a r a d i a t i n g  c e n t r e  i n  i m p r o v e d  methods o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e  a n d  g e n e r a l

husband ry.  W i t h  t h i s  a i m  i n  v i e w ,  I  e n t e r e d  t h e  Summer S c h o o l  a t  C lemson  C o l l e g e

and t o o k  c o u r s e s  a l o n g  t h o s e  l i n e s .  I  was  s e v e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d ,  b y  f a r  t h e

o l d e s t  man a t  t h e  C o l l e g e .

J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  s c h o o l  opened ,  E v a  a n d  I  w e r e  o n  h a n d  t o  b e g i n  t h e  s c h o o l

s e s s i o n .  T h e  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  a l l  p r e s e n t  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l  o p e n e d  n o t  a s  a u s p i c i o u s l y

as I  c o u l d  h a v e  w i s h e d  b u t  we g o t  down h e a r t i l y  t o  w o r k .  M i s s  J o a n n a  W i l l i a m s ,

a s i s t e r  o f  M r .  C .  W.  W i l l i a m s ,  w a s  M a t r o n  a n d  l a d y  p r i n c i p a l .  S h e  was v e r y

e f f i c i e n t .  A  l i t e r a r y  d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y  was o r g a n i z e d .  T h i s  was  q u i t e  a  s t i m u l u s

and h e l p e d  t h e  s c h o o l .  O u r  m u s i c a l  r e c i t a l s  w e r e  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  a s  a l s o  w e r e  t h e

p l a y s  a n d  d e b a t e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  p u b l i c  w e r e  i n v i t e d .  T h e  s e s s i o n  c l o s e d  a u s p i c i o u s l y
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i n  May.  T h e  commencement o c c a s i o n  was c o n s i d e r e d  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  T h e  b u i l d i n g

cou ld  n o t  n e a r  accommodate t h e  p e o p l e  who came f r o m  m i l e s  a r o u n d .  W e  d i d  n o t

have a n y  g r a d u a t e s  t h i s  f i r s t  y e a r .  B u t  t h e  s c h o o l  was  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d .  M r .

W i l l i a m s  p r o m i s e d  t o  g e t  u p  a l l  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r s  t h a t  we  h a d  room  f o r .  W e  d i d

need more  r o o m ;  e s p e c i a l l y  a  d o r m i t o r y  f o r  t h e  y o u n g  men.  I f  M r .  W i l l i a m s  was

as g o o d  o t h e r w i s e  a s  h e  was a  c a n v a s s e r ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  I  w o u l d  b e  t h e r e  t o d a y .

J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  I  a t t e n d e d  t h e  c o u n t y  a s s o c i a -

t i o n .  F r o m  t h e r e  I  w e n t  t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h e  s c h o o l  was  w e l l  a t t e n d e d .  T h e  c o n -

duc t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e s s i o n  h a d  g i v e n  i t  a  r e p u t a t i o n .  W e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  r o o m  f o r

a l l  who  a p p l i e d .  M r .  W i l l i a m s  managed t h e  f i n a n c e s  a n d  was t o  p a y  Eva a n d  me o u r

s a l a r i e s .  T h i s  h e  f a i l e d  t o  d o .  I  h a d  t o  g e t  money f r o m  home o n  w h i c h  t o  l i v e .

I  e v e n  p a i d  h i m  my b o a r d  w h i l e  h e  owed me c o n s i d e r a b l e  money.  T h i s  I  c o u l d  n o t

endure a n d  s o  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s .  M r .  W i l l i a m s  h a d  deeded  t h e  l a n d

(about  f i f t y  a c r e s )  f o r  s c h o o l  p u r p o s e s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  seemed t o  t h i n k

they  w e r e  u n d e r  some o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  M r.  W i l l i a m s .  I  t h e n  handed  i n  my r e s i g n a -

t i o n .  T h e  t r u s t e e s  begged  me t o  r e m a i n .  I  c o u l d  n o t .

We h a d  t w o  g r a d u a t e s  t h i s  y e a r ,  o n e  a  y o u n g  man o f  s t e r l i n g  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  a

young woman e q u a l l y  b r i g h t  a n d  p r o m i s i n g .  T h e  commencement e x e r c i s e s  w e r e  e s -

p e c i a l l y  f i n e .  I t  was  w h i l e  t h e s e  w e r e  t r a n s p i r i n g  t h a t  t h e  h e a v y  r a i n s  b e g a n

t h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  f l o o d s  i n  t h e  r i v e r s  o f  w e s t e r n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  a n d  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .

A t  E l k i n ,  t h e  w a t e r s  a t  t h e  d e p o t  r o s e  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  4  o r  5  f e e t  s o  a s  t o  o v e r -

turn l o a d e d  c a r s  o n  t h e  t r a c t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  B r i d g e  a f t e r  b r i d g e  was washed away.

Houses came f l o a t i n g  down t h e  s t r e a m  on some o f  which  were  t o  b e  seen  t e r r i f i e d

people. T h e  bot tom l a n d s  were  covered  w i t h  sand .  G r e a t  h o l e s  w e r e  everywhere  i n

evidence; s a n d  banks l i n e d  t h e  g u l l i e s  t h a t  were  washed o u t .  L a r g e  p o r t i o n s  o f

the r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  were  washed up .  I n  o r d e r  t o  r e a c h  o u r  home i n  G a f f n e y  Eva and

I  had t o  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  a  d e p o t  o n  t h e  r o a d  connect ing  M t .  A i r y

with Winston-Salem.  O n  r e a c h i n g  C h a r l o t t e  we f o u n d  o u r  communication a g a i n  i n t e r -

rupted b y  t h e  b r i d g e s  o n  t h e  Wateree R i v e r  h a v i n g  been  washed away.  G e t t i n g  t o
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the  r i v e r ,  a f t e r  much t r o u b l e  a n d  i n c o n v e n i e n c e ,  t e m p o r a r y  f e r r y  b o a t s  w e r e

r u n n i n g  -  some o f  t h e m  v e r y  u n s a f e .  I t  was i n t o  o n e  o f  t h e s e  s m a l l  b o a t s  o r

b a t t e a u x  we e n t e r e d .  N e a r l y  a s  s o o n  a s  we  pushed  o u t  i n t o  t h e  s t r e a m  I  f o u n d

ou t  t h a t  t h e  boa tman  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  b u s i n e s s .  S t i l l  h e  w a n t e d  t o  t u r n  a

penny e v e n  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  human l i f e .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  w e s t e r n  b a n k  s a f e l y .

Then t u g g i n g  o u r  baggage u p  t h e  h i l l s  t o  t h e  d e p o t  o f  t h e  P  &  N  we a t  l a s t  f e l t

o u r s e l v e s  o n  s a f e  g r o u n d .  I n  t i m e  we g o t  t o  o u r  home i n  G a f f n e y,  w o r n  a n d  w e a r y.

A l t h o u g h  when w a r  was d e c l a r e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a g a i n s t  Germany I  had  a t

once o f f e r e d  my s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  I  r e c e i v e d  n o  r e p l y

excep t  i f  I  was  needed  h e  w o u l d  l e t  me know.

Before  g o i n g  t o  M o u n t a i n  P a r k ,  N .  C .  t o  t e a c h ,  I  was a  t r u s t e e  o f  S p a r t a n

Academy a n d  c h a i r m a n  o f  t w o  i m p o r t a n t  c o m m i t t e e s .  O n  l e a v i n g  t h e  s t a t e  I  r e s i g n e d

as t r u s t e e .  N o w  r e t u r n i n g  t o  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  I  was a s k e d  b y  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f

Spar tan  Academy t o  become a  member o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  t h e n  headed  b y  R e v.  H .  L .  R i l e y .

Eva was a l s o  a s k e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  f a c u l t y .  T h i s  we  d i d  a n d  w e r e  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  e a r l y

i n  S e p t .  1 9 1 6 .  E v a  was d o m i c i l e d  i n  t h e  g i r l s  d o r m i t o r y ,  w h i l e  my  room was w i t h

the  b o y s  i n  t h e i r  new b u i l d i n g .  A l l  o f  us  t o o k  o u r  mea ls  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i n i n g

room. T h i s  was  i n  t h e  basement  o f  t h e  g i r l s '  d o r m i t o r y .

The w a r  f e v e r  was r u n n i n g  h i g h .  I t  was t h o u g h t  b e s t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  m i l i -

t a r y  f e a t u r e .  T h i s  m e a n t  more  a n d  e x t r a  w o r k  f o r  me,  b u t  I  u n d e r t o o k  i t .  W e  h a d

q u i t e  a  number  o f  b o y s  o f  t h e  r i g h t  a g e  a n d  p h y s i q u e .  T h e y  e n t e r e d  h e a r t i l y  i n t o

the s p i r i t  o f  t h i s  w o r k .  I t  d i d  h e l p  i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  i m p r o v e d  t h e m  i n  t h e i r

genera l  b e a r i n g ,  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  a s  many l e f t  t h e  Academy because  o f  t h e  r e l i s h

given them f o r  a  s o l d i e r ' s  l i f e  a s  were  drawn t o  t h e  Academy because o f  t h i s  m i l i -

t a r y  f e a t u r e .  T h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  t h e  d r i l l i n g  was d i s c o n t i n u e d .  I  found  l i v i n g  i n

the boys '  d o r m i t o r y  was t o o  e x a c t i n g .  I  d i d  n o t  have  s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  f o r  needed

r e s t .  I t  was s o  conven ien t  f o r  t h e  boys t o  come t o  my room f o r  needed h e l p  i n

t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  T o  o b v i a t e  t h i s  P r o f .  a n d  Mrs .  R i l e y  o f f e r e d  me a  n i c e  room i n
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t h e i r  own home. T h i s  I  g r a t e f u l l y  accepted.  T h e y  and s i x  boys made u p  t h e  household.

A l l  were v e r y  k i n d  t o  me and  m in i s t e red  t o  my comfor t  and my p leasure .  A l t h o u g h

Mrs. R i l e y  was n o t  s t r o n g  p h y s i c a l l y,  i n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and mora l  power she was

superb. I n  he r  own home, w i t h  a l l  t h e  teache rs ,  e v e r y  boy and eve ry  g i r l ,  she  was

as t h e  ba lance wheel t o  t h e  eng ine .  M a n y  people you  a re  g l a d  t o  have known. A

comparat ively  few l e a d  you t o  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l .  Q u i t e  a  number o f  young men and

young l a d i e s  completed t h e  course o f  s t udy  here and rece i ved  t h e i r  d ip lomas.

For seve ra l  reasons I  dec ided t o  r e s i g n  my p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  Spar tan  Academy

and o f f e r e d  my r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  t h e  Board o f  Trus tees ,  May 1918. I  presume I  was

r e s t i v e  anyway under r e s t r a i n t .  W e l f o r d  was h a r d l y  two m i l e s  f r o m  u s ,  b u t  t h e r e

we had t o  wa lk  t o  e n j o y  church p r i v i l e g e s .  I  was t h e n  near ing  77 yea rs  o f  age.

The t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  We l l f o r d  schools  o f f e r e d  me t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  P r i n c i p a l .  I

knew them t o  be f i n e  gent lemen.  O n e  had marr ied  one o f  t h e  young l a d i e s  who went

to schoo l  t o  me a t  Limestone Co l lege .  S h e  and Mr.  Sm i l ey  Ba l l enger  consented t o

take me i n t o  t h e i r  home as  one o f  t h e  f a m i l y.  I  was e l e c t e d  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e

schools and accepted.  E a r l y  i n  Sept .  1918 I  began my work o f  s u p e r v i s i o n  and

teaching.  W h i l e  t h e  schoo l  b u i l d i n g  was n e a r l y  a  m i l e  removed I  needed t h e  e x -

e rc ise  and d i d  n o t  mind t h e  d i s t ance .  S t i l l ,  i t  was n o t  t h e  p rope r  s i t e  f o r  t h i s

school b u i l d i n g .  I n  r e c e n t  years  t h i s  has been obv ia ted  b y  p u t t i n g  up a  f i n e ,

up t o  date b r i ck  bui ld ing about the  center  o f  the  town. I  was lead ing  a  q u i e t

l i f e ,  i n  a  happy home and conducting a  growing school. I  was o n l y  about t h i r t y

miles from my own home, and near ly  a t  the  depot on the  Southern R.R. E v e n  though

in the midst o f  re la t i ves  and f r iends ,  I  f e l t  l o n e l y.  D r .  Cody was pastor  o f  the

Baptist Church a t  Wel l ford.  I t  would be hard t o  f i n d  a  b e t t e r  preacher.  T h e

membership and community were devoted t o  him and he t o  them. T h e  school was grow-

ing, b u t  the  population o f  the  town could not  expand. N o  land could be bought on

which t o  bu i ld .  I t  was owned by j u s t  a  few men who held a  f i r m  g r i p  on every

foot o f  i t .  Comfor tab ly  f i x e d  as  I  was, f r i ends  on every s ide ,  associated wi th

a f i n e  body o f  teachers, t rustees  always ob l ig ing ,  y e t  I  longed t o  r e t u r n  t o  my



- 36 -

own home t h e  house b u i l t  t h i r t y  years b e f o r e  when Emmie, my w i f e ,  l i v e d  and

reared o u r  younger c h i l d r e n .  H e r e  I  dec ided t o  r e t u r n  and here  I  d i d  r e t u r n  i n

June.
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* * * REUNION OF SAMS CLAN" * * * 1 2 
at MARS HILL, NORTH CAROLINA, 
AUGUST 10, 11, 1929 
 
Mr. President and Friends: I would call you brothers and 
sisters -- a closer tie -- not simply because the same 
crimson strain courses through your veins that runs 
through mine, but within the past year often have I felt 
the pulse quicken its measured beat when I have met 
you face to face or talked with you through the point of 

my pen or read your thoughts as they came to me through the same old familiar channel. 
How sympathetically have you listened to me; how kindly and fully have you answered 
my every question! Thus have you tightened the tie that binds. Is there wonder then that 
I call you my brother, my sister! 
 
About a year ago Dr. Oscar B. [sic] Sams, now of Bluefield College, West Virginia, but 
a native of these hills, a pupil once and ever a patron of this collage, consulted with me 
as to the advisability of having a reunion of all who bear the Sams name or in whose 
veins there is a drop of the Sams blood.3 In this I heartily concurred; and here we are at 
Mars Hill, gathered in this our first reunion. I congratulate you at this the high tide so far 
of your efforts and of your loyalty. Why we are here, let the future of this meeting 
determine. 
 
I have been asked to speak to you about Bonum Sams and his immediate descendants 
in South Carolina. As early as  

 
1 Transcription from the original with footnotes added by Bill Riski, 2020. Some dates do not match headstones. 
Page breaks match the original version photographed by Teresa Bridges. 
2 Text of speech written and given by Robert Oswald Sams (1841 – 1930). He was the son of Miles Brewton Sams 
(1811-1894) and grandson of Lewis Reeve Sams (1784-1856). He had been a 2nd Lt. in 1861 and Assistant 
Professor of Mathematics and French, The Arsenal -- what we know today as The Citadel. 
3 Oscar E. Sams (1877 – 1952), President of Bluefield College in Bluefield WV from 1927 to 1930. I can find no 
familial connection between him and the Sams of SC. 
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1668 Bonum Sams, of Essex County, England, secured a grant of land from Charles II 
of England.4 This land was in the neighborhood of what is now the town of Beaufort on 
the island of Port Royal, South Carolina. Not until 1701 did Bonum Sams come to take 
possession of his own, an interval of thirty-three years. Spain, France, and England were 
contending for possession and for mastery in America. This explains the long wait. 
Spain, vindictive, avaricious, troublesome, and treacherous, was the first to sail from the 
ocean into our beautiful waters. What an entrance they found! Nine miles, when its 
mouth was opened wide, from Bay Point on the northwest to Hilton Head on the 

southwest. How well named--Port Royal! Up the vessels sailed. Broad River widens to 
the north; Beaufort River flows to the east. The Spanish vessels took this last beautiful 
inlet from the sea and landed on St. Helena island in 1520. Although they did not plant 
a colony, Menendez, the leader, claimed this delightful land, for the king of Spain. Then 
in May 1562 came Jean Ribaut with a detachment of Huguenots from France.5 He 
anchored his vessels in the finest harbor on the Atlantic coast and, building a fort, 
established a colony on Parris Island, where our government has a large marine station. 
Then Ribaut claimed this beautiful country for the king of France. England's claim was 
already in. While the strife was on for supremacy, Bonum Sams held his grant in his 
pocket, biding his time. In 1701 he came and settled on his grant of land. We know not 
whom he married, neither the date of his birth nor that of his death, but we do know that 

 
4 Bonum or Bonham 
5 Jean Ribault (also spelled Ribaut) (1520 – October 12, 1565) was a French naval officer, navigator, and a 
colonizer of what would become the southeastern United States. Source: Wikipedia 
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he left one son, ROBERT, to inherit his possessions and transmit his name. This Robert 
Sams was the first of the name to appear in the genealogical table. There may have 
been other sons, we do not know, but Robert is the link that keeps the chain entire. He 

remained in and around Beaufort which was established in 1711. August 1, 1741, he 
married Bridget Barnwell, daughter of General John Barnwell, who was called Tuscarora 
because of his success in subduing the Indian tribe of that name when they became 
hostile. General Barnwell's wife was named Ann Berners. Their daughter, Ann Barnwell, 
married (1) John Stanyarne without issue. She married (2) Ambrose Reeve, issue Lewis 
Reeve, who died unmarried, and Ann Reeve, who married Francis Stuart of Beaufort, 
South Carolina. Thus already are the names Barnwell, Berners, Stanyarne, Ambrose 
Reeve, Lewis Reeve, and Francis Stuart linked with that of Sams. 
 
Robert Sams and Bridget Barnwell Sams had at least one son, William, known as 
William Jr. Here we stand on solid ground. All of the Sams name in South Carolina and 
nearly all now living in Georgia and Florida trace their lineage back to him. I hold the 
copy of his last will and testament made November 10, 1795 and coming down to me 
(Robert O. Sams) in direct line of descent. It is a remarkable legal document. He was 
born April 18, 1742 and married Elizabeth Hext February 5, 1761. She was the daughter 
of Francis and Elizabeth Hext and granddaughter of John Stanyarne. She died 
November 8, 1813. Issue: (1) Robert, (2) William, (3) John  
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(4) Francis, (5) Lewis Reeve, (6) Berners Barnwell, (7) Edward Hext. Seven sons, not a 
daughter! William Sams Sr. died January 16, 1796. Robert, the eldest son of William Sr. 
must have died before reaching his majority. William Jr. died unmarried. Francis also 

died unmarried. Lewis Reeve Sams, born 1782,(died December 21, 1856),married Miss 
Sarah Fripp, born 1789. Berners Barnwell Sams, born _____ (died March 15, 1855), 
married Elizabeth Fripp, sister of Sarah.6 Edward Hext also married a Miss Fripp. The 
speaker knew personally Lewis Reeve Sams and Dr. Berners Barnwell Sams. He also 
knew the six sons of Lewis Reeve Sams, the three daughters, and the fifteen children of 
Dr. Berners Barnwell Sams, also many of their grandchildren. 
 
The descendants of Edward Hext Sams are now mostly to be found in Florida. He 
married Miss Fripp. Their son, Dr. Francis William Sams married Cornelia Hopkins. Their 
son, Francis William Sams, married Zelia Sheldon. 
 
John Sams, son of William, married _____ Devaux.7 They had three children. William 
Sams, Sr. owned the entire island of Datha, beautiful for situation, secure in its isolation, 
a treasure within itself. Fish and fowl abounded the year around. Here was planted the 
first orange grove for commercial purposes. Here he built a magnificent home; here with 
his wife, Elizabeth Hext Sams, he reared his seven sons; here in the enjoyment of every 
luxury known to man he folded his arms in death. Lewis Reeve Sams and Berners 
Barnwell Sams inherited this treasured spot. 

 
6 Dr. Berners Barnwell Sams, MD was born on May 26, 1787 in Beaufort District, SC. 
7 Catherine Bridget DeVeaux (1776 – 1829), daughter of Jacob DeVeaux (1740-1813) and Elizabeth Barnwell 
(1749 - ?) 
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When their children grew to school age they, Lewis Reeve Same and Berners Barnwell 
Sams, with their families, moved to the town of Beaufort where educational facilities 
were excellent. Building fine residences, they lived here lives of ease and comfort. On 

my grandfather’s large premises were many servants (negroes); each child was 
supposed to have one to be at every beck and call; there were also seamstresses, 
chamber maids, laundresses, coachmen, fishermen, gardner [sic] for vegetables and 
one for flowers. Life was a joy. It was too easy, it could not last. Berners Barnwell, the 
younger of the two brothers, died March 15, 1855; Lewis Reeve died December 21, 
1856. 
 
On the political horizon a storm was brewing. December 20, 1860  South Carolina, 
claiming her power as a sovereign and independent state passed the ordinance of 
Secession, withdrawing from the Union. In the early morning of January 9, 1861 the 
Citadel cadets, by command of Governor F. W Pickens, fired the first shot of the War 
Between the States. The ship "Star of the West” - loaded with soldiers, ammunition and 
supplies was trying to reinforce the garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor. Thus 
was she turned back to her northern port. The confederate forces tried to protect 
Beaufort and the surrounding islands by erecting two forts at the entrance, one on Bay 
Point, one on Hilton Head. Forts Beauregard and Ripley on November _____ 1861, the 
United States navy steamed through this entrance‚ firing broadside after broadside until 
every gun in these forts was silenced.8 

 
8 November 7, 1861 - The Battle of Port Royal was one of the earliest amphibious operations of the American Civil 
War, in which a United States Navy fleet and United States Army expeditionary force captured Port Royal Sound, 
South Carolina, between Savannah, Georgia and Charleston, South Carolina. The Hilton Head fort was Fort 
Walker. He may have confused the name with Fort Ripley up in Charleston Harbor. 
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They were but toys in the sport of war. Beaufort was deserted; every white citizen with 
their families left their homes so abundantly furnished and were scattered to the four 
winds. Few there were who ever returned. Men, women and children who had lived in 

luxury were in penury. At this time these fifty islands, ranging along our coast from 
Savannah to Georgetown with their hinterlands, were the garden spots of Carolina. What 
a change! Prosperity a plenty; culture--the finest has waned, never waxed. Few of those 
exiles are now alive; however, many of their descendants to the fourth generation live, 
and some of these are here now. “God moves in a mysterious way his mercies to 
perform.” Confidently can I lay my hand in His to follow my Guide. God bless you all. 
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at MARS HILL, NORTH CAROLINA, 

AUGUST 10, 11, 1929 

 

Mr. President and Friends: I would call you brothers and 

sisters -- a closer tie -- not simply because the same 

crimson strain courses through your veins that runs 

through mine, but within the past year often have I felt 

the pulse quicken its measured beat when I have met 

you face to face or talked with you through the point of 

my pen or read your thoughts as they came to me through the same old familiar channel. 

How sympathetically have you listened to me; how kindly and fully have you answered 

my every question! Thus have you tightened the tie that binds. Is there wonder then that 

I call you my brother, my sister! 

 

About a year ago Dr. Oscar B. [sic] Sams, now of Bluefield College, West Virginia, but 

a native of these hills, a pupil once and ever a patron of this collage, consulted with me 

as to the advisability of having a reunion of all who bear the Sams name or in whose 

veins there is a drop of the Sams blood.3 In this I heartily concurred; and here we are at 

Mars Hill, gathered in this our first reunion. I congratulate you at this the high tide so far 

of your efforts and of your loyalty. Why we are here, let the future of this meeting 

determine. 

 

I have been asked to speak to you about Bonum Sams and his immediate descendants 

in South Carolina. As early as  

 
1 Transcription from the original with footnotes added by Bill Riski, 2020. Some dates do not match headstones. 
Page breaks match the original version photographed by Teresa Bridges. 
2 Text of speech written and given by Robert Oswald Sams (1841 – 1930). He was the son of Miles Brewton Sams 
(1811-1894) and grandson of Lewis Reeve Sams (1784-1856). He had been a 2nd Lt. in 1861 and Assistant 
Professor of Mathematics and French, The Arsenal -- what we know today as The Citadel. 
3 Oscar E. Sams (1877 – 1952), President of Bluefield College in Bluefield WV from 1927 to 1930. I can find no 
familial connection between him and the Sams of SC. 
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1668 Bonum Sams, of Essex County, England, secured a grant of land from Charles II 

of England.4 This land was in the neighborhood of what is now the town of Beaufort on 

the island of Port Royal, South Carolina. Not until 1701 did Bonum Sams come to take 

possession of his own, an interval of thirty-three years. Spain, France, and England were 

contending for possession and for mastery in America. This explains the long wait. 

Spain, vindictive, avaricious, troublesome, and treacherous, was the first to sail from the 

ocean into our beautiful waters. What an entrance they found! Nine miles, when its 

mouth was opened wide, from Bay Point on the northwest to Hilton Head on the 

southwest. How well named--Port Royal! Up the vessels sailed. Broad River widens to 

the north; Beaufort River flows to the east. The Spanish vessels took this last beautiful 

inlet from the sea and landed on St. Helena island in 1520. Although they did not plant 

a colony, Menendez, the leader, claimed this delightful land, for the king of Spain. Then 

in May 1562 came Jean Ribaut with a detachment of Huguenots from France.5 He 

anchored his vessels in the finest harbor on the Atlantic coast and, building a fort, 

established a colony on Parris Island, where our government has a large marine station. 

Then Ribaut claimed this beautiful country for the king of France. England's claim was 

already in. While the strife was on for supremacy, Bonum Sams held his grant in his 

pocket, biding his time. In 1701 he came and settled on his grant of land. We know not 

whom he married, neither the date of his birth nor that of his death, but we do know that 

 
4 Bonum or Bonham 
5 Jean Ribault (also spelled Ribaut) (1520 – October 12, 1565) was a French naval officer, navigator, and a 
colonizer of what would become the southeastern United States. Source: Wikipedia 
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he left one son, ROBERT, to inherit his possessions and transmit his name. This Robert 

Sams was the first of the name to appear in the genealogical table. There may have 

been other sons, we do not know, but Robert is the link that keeps the chain entire. He 

remained in and around Beaufort which was established in 1711. August 1, 1741, he 

married Bridget Barnwell, daughter of General John Barnwell, who was called Tuscarora 

because of his success in subduing the Indian tribe of that name when they became 

hostile. General Barnwell's wife was named Ann Berners. Their daughter, Ann Barnwell, 

married (1) John Stanyarne without issue. She married (2) Ambrose Reeve, issue Lewis 

Reeve, who died unmarried, and Ann Reeve, who married Francis Stuart of Beaufort, 

South Carolina. Thus already are the names Barnwell, Berners, Stanyarne, Ambrose 

Reeve, Lewis Reeve, and Francis Stuart linked with that of Sams. 

 

Robert Sams and Bridget Barnwell Sams had at least one son, William, known as 

William Jr. Here we stand on solid ground. All of the Sams name in South Carolina and 

nearly all now living in Georgia and Florida trace their lineage back to him. I hold the 

copy of his last will and testament made November 10, 1795 and coming down to me 

(Robert O. Sams) in direct line of descent. It is a remarkable legal document. He was 

born April 18, 1742 and married Elizabeth Hext February 5, 1761. She was the daughter 

of Francis and Elizabeth Hext and granddaughter of John Stanyarne. She died 

November 8, 1813. Issue: (1) Robert, (2) William, (3) John  
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(4) Francis, (5) Lewis Reeve, (6) Berners Barnwell, (7) Edward Hext. Seven sons, not a 

daughter! William Sams Sr. died January 16, 1796. Robert, the eldest son of William Sr. 

must have died before reaching his majority. William Jr. died unmarried. Francis also 

died unmarried. Lewis Reeve Sams, born 1782,(died December 21, 1856),married Miss 

Sarah Fripp, born 1789. Berners Barnwell Sams, born _____ (died March 15, 1855), 

married Elizabeth Fripp, sister of Sarah.6 Edward Hext also married a Miss Fripp. The 

speaker knew personally Lewis Reeve Sams and Dr. Berners Barnwell Sams. He also 

knew the six sons of Lewis Reeve Sams, the three daughters, and the fifteen children of 

Dr. Berners Barnwell Sams, also many of their grandchildren. 

 

The descendants of Edward Hext Sams are now mostly to be found in Florida. He 

married Miss Fripp. Their son, Dr. Francis William Sams married Cornelia Hopkins. Their 

son, Francis William Sams, married Zelia Sheldon. 

 

John Sams, son of William, married _____ Devaux.7 They had three children. William 

Sams, Sr. owned the entire island of Datha, beautiful for situation, secure in its isolation, 

a treasure within itself. Fish and fowl abounded the year around. Here was planted the 

first orange grove for commercial purposes. Here he built a magnificent home; here with 

his wife, Elizabeth Hext Sams, he reared his seven sons; here in the enjoyment of every 

luxury known to man he folded his arms in death. Lewis Reeve Sams and Berners 

Barnwell Sams inherited this treasured spot. 

 
6 Dr. Berners Barnwell Sams, MD was born on May 26, 1787 in Beaufort District, SC. 
7 Catherine Bridget DeVeaux (1776 – 1829), daughter of Jacob DeVeaux (1740-1813) and Elizabeth Barnwell 
(1749 - ?) 
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When their children grew to school age they, Lewis Reeve Same and Berners Barnwell 

Sams, with their families, moved to the town of Beaufort where educational facilities 

were excellent. Building fine residences, they lived here lives of ease and comfort. On 

my grandfather’s large premises were many servants (negroes); each child was 

supposed to have one to be at every beck and call; there were also seamstresses, 

chamber maids, laundresses, coachmen, fishermen, gardner [sic] for vegetables and 

one for flowers. Life was a joy. It was too easy, it could not last. Berners Barnwell, the 

younger of the two brothers, died March 15, 1855; Lewis Reeve died December 21, 

1856. 

 

On the political horizon a storm was brewing. December 20, 1860  South Carolina, 

claiming her power as a sovereign and independent state passed the ordinance of 

Secession, withdrawing from the Union. In the early morning of January 9, 1861 the 

Citadel cadets, by command of Governor F. W Pickens, fired the first shot of the War 

Between the States. The ship "Star of the West” - loaded with soldiers, ammunition and 

supplies was trying to reinforce the garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor. Thus 

was she turned back to her northern port. The confederate forces tried to protect 

Beaufort and the surrounding islands by erecting two forts at the entrance, one on Bay 

Point, one on Hilton Head. Forts Beauregard and Ripley on November _____ 1861, the 

United States navy steamed through this entrance‚ firing broadside after broadside until 

every gun in these forts was silenced.8 

 
8 November 7, 1861 - The Battle of Port Royal was one of the earliest amphibious operations of the American Civil 
War, in which a United States Navy fleet and United States Army expeditionary force captured Port Royal Sound, 
South Carolina, between Savannah, Georgia and Charleston, South Carolina. The Hilton Head fort was Fort 
Walker. He may have confused the name with Fort Ripley up in Charleston Harbor. 
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They were but toys in the sport of war. Beaufort was deserted; every white citizen with 

their families left their homes so abundantly furnished and were scattered to the four 

winds. Few there were who ever returned. Men, women and children who had lived in 

luxury were in penury. At this time these fifty islands, ranging along our coast from 

Savannah to Georgetown with their hinterlands, were the garden spots of Carolina. What 

a change! Prosperity a plenty; culture--the finest has waned, never waxed. Few of those 

exiles are now alive; however, many of their descendants to the fourth generation live, 

and some of these are here now. “God moves in a mysterious way his mercies to 

perform.” Confidently can I lay my hand in His to follow my Guide. God bless you all. 
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