
TALE OF TWO CEMETERIES
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DATAW ISLAND CEMETERIES

¡ Sams Family Cemetery & Chapel (etching circa 1865)

¡ Cotton Dike Cemetery (photo circa 2007)
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SAMS FAMILY 
CEMETERY

¡ Headstones identify 16 
individuals

¡ Genealogical evidence for 4 
more burials

¡ 11 adults & 9 children
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SAMS FAMILY 
CEMETERY WITH 
CHAPEL
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GROUND PENETRATING 
RADAR SURVEY OF SAMS
CEMETERY

“Based on the results of the GPR 
survey, we estimate that the 

cemetery contains at least 19-26 
graves, including the ones with 

markers or crypts.”

Brockington and Associates, Inc.

February 2006

12/1/19 5



COTTON  DIKE CEMETERY    &   SAMS FAMILY CEMETERY
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COTTON DIKE 
CEMETERY
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GULLAH 
CULTURAL 
ANCESTRY    

Rice Coast - Gold Coast – Calabar – Congo -
Angola

Tribal Groups

• Mandinka Ovimbundu    
• Fula Baga Chokwe             
• Susu Limba Avambo
• Temne Mende Aja              
• Vai Kissi Ambundu
• Kpelle Igbo Bakongo
• Calabari Efik Kongo      
• Bateke Kuba Luba  
• Pende Yaka
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CIRCA 1800
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MODERN-DAY 
COUNTRIES OF 
ORIGIN

¡ People were enslaved into the Atlantic 
Slave trade from areas which comprise the 
modern-day countries of: 

¡ Senegal Gambia Guinea-Bissau Mali       

¡ Angola Democratic Republic of Congo     

¡ Gabon Ghana Sierra Leone
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WEST AFRICA -
TODAY
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COTTON DIKE 
CEMETERY
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GROUND PENETRATING 
RADAR SURVEY OF 
COTTON DIKE CEMETERY

“Based on the inspection of the 
ground surface and the GPR 

information, we estimate that there 
are at least 38 possible or probable 

graves in the Cotton Dike 
Cemetery.”

Brockington and Associates, Inc.

February 2006
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REDEDICATION 
OF COTTON DIKE 
CEMETERY
DEC 2007
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REDEDICATION OF 
COTTON DIKE CEMETERY

DEC 2007
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WILLIAM, ANDREW, ARTHUR 
ROBINSON

12/1/19 16



ALLEN
BRAYN
BRISBANE
CHAPLIN
POLITE
ROBINSON
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REDEDICATION OF COTTON DIKE CEMETERY
DEC 2007
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ANDREW 
ROBINSON
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