


The Alcoa Years

1982 – 2007



Some Early 
Studies 
Commissioned 
by Alcoa

1982: Cultural Resources Investigations at Datha Island –
Lesley Drucker

1988: Dataw Island – Cultural Resources Survey – Larry 
Lepionka

1993: The Historical Development of Dataw Island –
Brockington Associates & Brooker Architectural Design 
Consultants

1983: Vegetation and Wildlife Resources of Datha Island –
John Reid Clonts, Consulting Naturalist 

1984: Guidelines for tree care during construction – Jeffrey 
Bauman, S.C. Forestry Commission

1984: Tree Inspections and Recommendations – The Tree 
Doctor, Kenneth Knox, Consulting Arborist

History

Conservation



March 1983

November 1983



William F. 
Cochrane
1928 - 1999



Causeway Under Construction - 1983



December 1983

Beginning of Dataw
Dr. and Cotton Dike 
Course



February 1985

Dataw Island Club
few weeks before opening



April 1985: ‘Developers 
Open Resort on Dataw’



Activities of the 1980’s



1989

Morgan River #1-#9 open



1990
Marina opens



King Dataw



Marina News

1990

Marina opened

1997

Marina sold to 
Al Engle

1998

Salt Marsh 
Grill opens



Alcoa Begins 
Transition 
Planning

1995 Transition 
Committee formed

1996 Turnover 
Agreement

1996 Control of 
DIC & DIOA turned 
over to residents

1997 Staff 
becomes 

employees of DIC

1998 Management 
of operations 

turned over to DIC 
& DIOA

Purchase by 
residents of Marina 

& Oak Island

Residents voted 
against purchases 

1997 Marina sold 
by Alcoa to Al 

Engle

1998 Oak Island 
sold by Alcoa to 

Joe Minx



Other events 
of 1990’s 1995

Ruins Committee formed

1999

‘Datawnet’ begun for boards to 
communicate with residents



One Island Concept

Joined purchase of property
- with –

DIC membership (as of May 2001)



The Masterplan

• 2000 Masterplan developed 
for Community Center & 
Clubhouse renovation

• 2000 Alcoa stops marketing 
efforts

• 2001-2002 Club House 
renovated

• 2003 Community Center 
opens

• 2003 Golf course 
renovations approved



Community 
Center



More in the 
2000’s

2005 Greenspace concept established

2006 Tennis Pro Shop opens

2006 – 2008 Bumpy transition from Alcoa to DIOA

2006 – 2008 Island Residential Construction: Steve Walker purchases all 
remaining Alcoa lots

2006 Marina sold to Creekstone Properties

2006 Residents vote NOT to purchase Oak Island (round 2)
Bought by Gary Juster of Tarrytown, NY

2007 After legal action, DIOA & DIC granted all rights to Dataw Island logo 
& unrestricted rights to market Dataw Island

ERA Evergreen selected as Preferred Realtor

2008 Construction Offices & Admin Buildings deeded to DIOA



Post Script

2007

End of Alcoa era

2010

821 homes completed

2019

889 homes completed
•10 homes under construction
•Planned build-out is 1,100 homes
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