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The Alcoa Years

1982 — 2007




Some Early
Studies
Commissioned
by Alcoa

1982: Cultural Resources Investigations at Datha Island —
Lesley Drucker

1988: Dataw Island — Cultural Resources Survey — Larry
Lepionka

1993: The Historical Development of Dataw Island —
Hisory  Brockington Associates & Brooker Architectural Design
Consultants

1983: Vegetation and Wildlife Resources of Datha Island —
conservation John Reid Clonts, Consulting Naturalist

1984: Guidelines for tree care during construction — Jeffrey
Bauman, S.C. Forestry Commission

1984: Tree Inspections and Recommendations — The Tree
Doctor, Kenneth Knox, Consulting Arborist
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Datha Islaﬁd not to mirror Hilton Head

By RICHARD BROOKS
Tazete stalf writer

Datha Island, when fully developed, will be the antithesis of
Hilton Head Island, according to a vice president of Alcoa South
Carolina Inc.

William F. Cochrane, vice president of the Alcoa Properties
Inc. subsidiary that intends to begin developing Datha Island
this year, spoke to the Beaufort Rotary Club at the Dolphin
Room on Wednesday afternoon.

*‘We expect to pick up some of the market consisting of those
who are disgruntled with Hilton Head," Cochrane said. “‘Hilton
Head is not what it used to be. We hope to offer a viable alter-
native.”

Datha Island will be a residential community, not a resort, he

said.

“‘We don't intend to put any large commercial establishments
on Datha Island. It's not our intention to gum-up the island,”
Cochrane said. ““This is not going to be a resort. There won't be a
motel or hotel or major golf tournament or national tennis
tournaments."

The largest group of residents are expected to be retirees with
their primary residence on Datha Island, he said. Because of
that, there shouldn’t be a huge upward fluctuation of population
in the summer tourist months as there is on Hilton Head, he
said.

In attracting the retiree market, Cochrane said, the cost of a
home on Datha Island will be competitive with Hilton Head.

“There'll be a sign to attract their attention when they drive

acrass the Byrnes Bridge (J. Wilton Graves Bridge) to Hilton
Head. For a given product we're going to be at least 20 percent
lower than those guys," he said,

““We will try to appeal to the historically successful markets
for this area of the Midwest and the Northeast,” Cochrane sai*
“The Midwest, especially, has always been good. People don't
realize that Beaufort is closer to Chicago than it is to Boston.”

He said the develop will also attempt to attract settlers
froma nearby and relatively untapped market — the Sun Belt.

The 1,500 dwelling units proposed for the Datha Island
development will fit into three categories: single-family lots,
patio houses and condominiums, Cochrane said.

*“I'he predominance will be in the patio lot line. We feel that's

(See DATHA, Page 14)

November 1983

lhe State/Columbia, S.C., Sunday, November 20, 1983 _ 7-G

Alcoa South Carolina Ine.
To Develop Dataw Island

Earlier this month, First National
Bank of South Carolina closed one of
the largest loans in its history for an
870-acre residential development on
Dataw Island in Beaufort County.

The $20.5 million loan was made
to Alcoa South Carolina Inc. to de-
velop the island, located off the
northern tip of St. Helena Island,
about seven miles east of Beaufort.’

Alcoa South Carolina is a sub-
sidiary of Alcoa Properties Inc. which
is a subsidiary of Aluminum Company
of America. Alcoa South Carolina was
created in 1982 to purchase and de-
velop Dataw Island.

Sales on the 1sland will be targeted

to pre-retirement residents. The com-
plex will developed in four phases
over eight years and include 1457
residential sites, two 18-hole golf
course, a club house, tennis courts,
swimming pool and nature areas.

The first phase will provide access
to the island off U.S. 21 by bridge and
causeway and is scheduled for com-
pletion in early 1985.

In subsequent phases, single-fami-
ly houses, cottages and cluster resi-
dences will be developed.

Other developments of Alcoa
Properties include properties 1n
Jupiter, Fla, Winston-Salem. N.C
and Mobile, Ala., Denver, Phoemx
and Rochester, N.Y.

(Continued from Page 1)
where the future
is — smaller, but high
quality,” he said.

*‘We feel that’s the name of
the game for the next 10-15
years because energy will
continue to be a problem,” he
said.

ALCOA Properties Inc., a
subsidiary of the Alumi
Company of America
(ALCOA), purchased Datha
Island from local resid

sitting with his feet propped
up reading The Wall Street
Journal when he saw a little
ad about an island for sale in
Beaufort County,” Cochrane
said. “So he cut it out and
attached a note to have
somebody checkitout.”
However, the development
“is not some accident; we
spent more than $1 million
before we even bought the
island,” he said. “It's our full
intention to turn Datha Island

Larry Rowland and his
brother, Dick, almost by
accident, Cochrane said.

“A not- very busy vice

into a residential community
that northern Beaufort County
can be proud of.”
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William F.
Cochrane

1928 - 1999




Causeway Under Construction - 1983




December 1983

Beginning of Dataw

Dr. and Cotton Dike
Course




February 1985

Dataw Island Club

few weeks before opening
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‘The Clubhouse Is the Crown Jewel in the Tiara of the Cotton Dike Golf Course on Dataw Island
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Open Resort
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Activities of the 1980’s




1989

Morgan River #1-#9 open
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Salt Marsh
Marina opened Grill opens

Marina sold to
Al Engle

Dataw marina approved, Page 8A
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Dataw Island marina approved

By FRAN SMITH
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1995 Transition
Committee formed

1996 Turnover
Agreement

Alcoa Begins
Transition
Planning

Residents voted
against purchases




Ruins Committee formed

Other events 1999

of 1990’s

1995

‘Datawnet’ begun for boards to
communicate with residents




One Island Concept

Joined purchase of property
- with —
DIC membership (as of May 2001)




The Masterplan

2000 Masterplan developed
for Community Center &
Clubhouse renovation

2000 Alcoa stops marketing
efforts

2001-2002 Club House
renovated

2003 Community Center
opens

2003 Golf course
renovations approved
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More In the
2000’s

2005 Greenspace concept established
2006 Tennis Pro Shop opens

2006 — 2008 Bumpy transition from Alcoa to DIOA

2006 — 2008 Island Residential Construction: Steve Walker purchases all
remaining Alcoa lots

2006 Marina sold to Creekstone Properties

2006 Residents vote NOT to purchase Oak Island (round 2)
Bought by Gary Juster of Tarrytown, NY

2007 After legal action, DIOA & DIC granted all rights to Dataw Island logo
& unrestricted rights to market Dataw Island

ERA Evergreen selected as Preferred Realtor

2008 Construction Offices & Admin Buildings deeded to DIOA



Post Script

End of Alcoa era 821 homes completed 889 homes completed

*10 homes under construction
*Planned build-out is 1,100 homes

2007
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